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A™ months ago, a fleet of test cars 

pulled off the proving ground track 
and into the shops of one of the largest 
automobile manufacturers in the world. 
Outwardly, these cars still looked identi- 
cal after their endurance runs. Then the 
mechanics tore down the engines and 
miked the bearings, rings and pistons. 
Most of them were ready for overhaul. 
But some of them still had three more 
lifetimes to run! 


Special lubricants? They were all 
using oil you could buy anywhere for 
about 40¢ a quart. 


The secret? Better oil filtration. Here’s 
why: the moving parts in your engine 
never touch each other. They're always 
separated by a thin film of oil. Keep 
abrasives from getting into that film of 
oil and, theoretically, your engine should 
never wear out. 


Today, the development of two inven- 
tions makes it ossible for any engine to 
approach the life and performance that 
engineers know is theoretically possible. 
Here are the two inventions: 


One. is a simple $3.95 Fuel Monitor 
designed to g“ ~ou improved carbure- 
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Million-Mile Road Test 
Reveals Simple Way to Get: 


70,000 Miles 
Without an 
Overhaul 


«+. from any make, any model, any year car! 


* 5to9 more horsepower 


* 27% more miles 


* Smoother Idling 
Faster Pickup 














What is Sintered Bronze 
and What Good is it? 


We make sintered, or porous, bronze by 
fusing together millions of tiny bronze 
balls under heat and pressure. The result 
is an extremely fine screen—much finer 
than any screen that could be woven of 
metal or even cloth. 


Originally, sintered bronze was used 
mainly to filter liquid oxygen and other 
extremely cold rocket and jet fuels, plus 
superheated gases. 





Our engineers used this experience to 
pioneer the development of the Life- 
Time*® automotive filter you have read 
articles about in magazines like this one. 


The Life-Time Fuel 
Monitor: How it Works 


If you’ve ever drop a lighted match 


into a pail of gasoline, you know that 
gasoline won't explode. Only gasoline 
vapor will explode. The more raw, 





Carbon and abrasives can’t get through spaces between bronze 
balls; oil stays dark, proving no additives have been removed. 
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unvaporized gasoline your carburete 
delivers to the cylinders, the more 
you waste. The more highly anil 
mixture your carburetor puts out, 
more mileage and power you get fror 
your gasoline. 


Increased Vaporization 


Most improved carburetors try t 
increase vaporization by doing som 
thing to the gasoline inside the carb 
tor. The Life-Time Fuel Monitor simp! 
tackles the same problem in a differen 
way before t 
gasoline gets 
the carburete 
Attached to ya 
carburetor ju 
like an ordinar 
gas filter, the L 
Time Fuel Mo 
tor has a porou,. 
bronze eleme 
which: 

(1) removes water from gasoline, plu 
tiny amounts of low-volatility petroleun 
tars which interfere with complete vap 


















orization; : by tv 
(2) tends to equalize gasoline pressur@ tional 
(3) removes gums, rust flakes and othe +g 
impurities before they can foul carb Life-T 
tor jets permanently or even momentalf teries, 
ily. Result: you save $20-$35 in periodi@ Conti 
carburetor cleaning expense, and gé& Dept. 
improved mileage and performance. § Ave., 
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60,000 
FILTER CHANGED EVERY 1000 MILES| ae 
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LIFE-TIME BRONZE FILTER (NEVER CHANGED) 
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i i ! i 
LIFE-TIME BRONZE FILTER AND FUEL MONITOR (Tests still in progress) 








ROAD TESTS én cars of all makes and models prove engine life is virtually unlimited 
when gums, tars and damaging abrasives are kept out of oil and fuel systems. 
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Genuine Life-Time Oil Filter Gives Your Engine 250,000-Mile Protection Against Acid, Abrasive Damage 


Here’s the original, genuine Life-Time® 
permanent bronze oil filter tested and 


ha approved by the editors of leading auto- 


motive and scientific magazines. The 
only bronze oil filter ever to pass gov- 
ernment shock and vibration tests, the 
genuine Life-Time® filter removes all 


© @abrasives—including granular, diamond- 


hard carbon which gets through other 
filters — plus ent ager water. In 
ddition to preventing acid formation, 
the Life-Time oil filter has a special acid- 


neutralizing component which actually 


destroys residual acids that have already 
. formed in your oil 
How the 


ife-Time* — 


" Test vehicles 

Dil Filter Works . have already ex- 

Inlet ceeded the 250,- 

Dirty Oi 000 mile mark 

with the Life- 

” Time® filter. You 

| never change it; 

just rinse it out 

and it is good as 
new. 

Dirty oil enters at 
top. Impurities, 
stopped bronze 
screen, fall to bot- 
tom of case. Fil- 
tered oil, including 
additives, returns to 
lubrication system. 





for this trademark: 


*Don’t confuse the original, ge uine Life- 
ime filter with imitations and “improved” 
ubstitutes. Only the original, genuine Life- 


ime filter has passed government shock and 


Pibration tests and meets military filtering 


equirements. Look 





i@ Continental Manufacturing Corporation, 


DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS: find out how 
you can cash in on demand generated 
by two-page and four-page ads in na- 
tional magazines, plus radio and TV net- 
work shows and full-page newspaper 
ads. Write today for full information on 
Life-Time Fuel Monitors, Oil Filters, Bat- 
teries, Spark Plugs and Power Brakes. 


Dept. CM-2 Washington Blvd. at Motor 
Ave., Culver City, California. 





Try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor 
and Life-Time Oil Filter 
for 30 Days at Our Risk! 


You can try either or both on this guar- 
antee: you must be convinced they do 
everything we say, or money back, no 
questions asked! 

For complete Life-Time oil filter unit, 
including case (fits any car), send make, 
year and model of your car and $12.95 
(we pay shipping). 

Life-Time oil filter conversion kit, 
which replaces your present filter pack 
with Life-Time bronze, is $6.95 for most 


cars (send make and number of present 
filter when ordering). Conversion kits 
for Buicks with hydraulic lifters and for 
cars with full flow systems: $13.95. 

Or send only $2 deposit, pay C.O.D. 
charges on arrival. But do it today—don’t 
waste another cent on filter pack replace- 
ments! 

To try the Life-Time Fuel Monitor, 
simply send $3.95 (we pay postage) or 
send $1 deposit, pay C.O.D. charges on 
arrival. If you're not convinced in 30 
days it’s worth four times the price: 
money back, no questions asked! 


LLLE: “LANL PERMANENT ~—o FILTERS 


| One Price for All Cars: 


$ 95 Complete Life-Time 


Fuel Monitor 


Complete 
Unit #1295 


Continental Manufacturing Corporation, '. (M-2 


Washington Boulevard at Motor Avenue, Culver City, California 


© 1954 
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Gentlemen: 


(___) Fuel Monitor ($3.95) 


I enclose (___) cash; you pay shipping 


Continental Manufacturing Corporation, Dept. CM-2 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 


I will road test the products checked below in my 


(__) Oil Filter ($6.95 for conversion kit; $13.95 for full-flow; 
$12.95 for complete unit, including element ). 


(__) $2 deposit; will pay C.O.D. charges on arrival. . 
You will refund my money for either or both products if I return them within 30 days. 





(make, model, year of car) 





Name 


Address. 











City. 


ee 
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IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 


TURN YOUR HOBBY 
INTO A CAREER! 








Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time! 

Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automo- 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 

Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World’’— America’s most auto- minded | city, 
center of Hot Rod and 
Sports Car activ- 9, cree hy 


ee ill fea 


right now! 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD” HOME TRAINING! 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered. 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 

THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 

. to keep. 

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! youcanstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G. 1. TRAINING 

Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 


NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
Mail coupon today to one nearest you! 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
a ANGELES 37, California 
CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street 
IN CANADA: a West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 









-—_ 




















i NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DW-25 1 
1 4000 Ss. FIGUEROA STREET 323 WEST POLK STREET 1 
| OS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, WLINOIS =| 
l Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample 1 
1 Lesson. No obligation, no’salesman will call. 1 
NAME. BIRTHDAY____19__ 1 
I 
1 ADDRESS. | 
| ZONE STATE. ] 
1 I 


[check if interested only in Resident Training at 
= Angeles. VETERANS: Give Date of Discharge. 
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EDITORIAL 
1955: The Gradual Approach to Safety 


duction car, we’re happy to report a generally new feeling 
that we’ve been boosting (and hoped would happen) for years. 
On the whole, Detroit’s new crop of cars handle better, have 
more acceleration in, passing speed ranges, and have improved 
brakes. Despite the fantastic increase in horsepower, and all the 
hullabaloo attendant with it, these other factors add up to safer 
cars—something we sorely need 

Many engineers will agree that the influence of the sports 
car has had much to do with improvements in handling quali- 
ties. On the other hand, one executive engineer has been quoted 
as saying, “We could give the American public passenger cars 
that would far surpass the European and sports cars in handling, 
but it’s a question of whether the public is ready for such a 

r.” We think they're becoming more and more conscious of 
handling qualities (we hope partially because of our efforts ) 
through more talk of cornering ability, roadability, handling 
qualities, etc. And also that they will soon be ready for better 
handling cars. Still, the biggest bugabuo is to provide roadability 
without compromising the plush ride the American public has 
grown to expect. 

Acceleration in the passing ranges, particularly on our 
crowded highways, is receiving more attention from manufac- 
turers than standing start acceleration. This is as it should be— 
and what we’ve plugged for consistently. It’s not that we feel 
that all cars must be fast, because the faster they would go, the 
faster you would have to go to pass them; it would create a 
vicious circle. The importance is the need for passing punch, #f 
and when you need it. It should never be overdone. 

Brakes on cars have been slowly improving over the past few 
years. As indicated in our road tests, stopping distances are 
being reduced, despite the increase in weight of many cars. With 
the advent of power brakes, we noted the inability of the systems 
to provide adequate stopping (without excessive foot pedal 
pressures ) in the case of an engine stoppage where you lose the 
vacuum required for a stop We therefore began plugging for a 
vacuum reserve that would provide for emergency stops should 
your engine stall. And again we're pleased to say that almost all 
of the power brake systems in ’55 have enough reserve to supply 
one or more emergency stops. Some systems have sufficient 
vacuum to give up to six stops with the engine off. Another good 
feature of some of the systems is that the linkage is designed so 
that if the vacuum is all used up, only slightly more foot pedal 
.% pressure is required for stopping. 

Safety in cars doesn’t stop here. There are features that have 
been thought of, discussed, discarded, investigated, shelved. But 
sometimes it takes something like the symposium at a recent 
American College of Surgeons meeting in Atlantic City to bring 
these things to light. Here, a panel of surgeons proposed seven 
changes in future cars so that drivers and passengers would no 
longer be “. . . as vulnerable to injury as a teacup shipped loose 
in a barrel.” These proposals, and the rebuttals from auto safety 
engineers and designers, were: 








1. Seats fixed firmly to the car frame. 


Engineers maintain that the adjustable seat prevents body 
fatigue, a contributing cause of accidents. Families with two or 
more drivers would also find it difficult to use a seat that didn’t 
adjust to their height. Yet, the seats could have firmer fastenings, 
and still be adjustable. (Continued on next page) 


















ORDER THREE or more 
of these terrific bargains 


ON FREE TRIAL gp 


GET ANOTHER 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


That's right! You send no money you pay 
the postman nothing! Just order y of the 
professional automotive instruments shown 
below by mailing the coupon to us if 
you purchase three or more, we'll send you 
the instrument of your choice absolutely 
free! No strings attached! These surplus Gale 
Hail Engineering instruments .are all brand 
psnew, all .in original cartons! Test them your- 
self for seven full days at our risk then 
send payment or return the ones you don't 
want! Every gauge is fully guaranteed! 


me TEST-X'' PNEUMATIC ENGINE TESTER 


Compressed air (from any gas sta- | 

tion air pump) does the work! 

3-color dial, 4” diameter. Detects 
. leaks in valves, rings, gaskets, 

veampump cylinder head, etc. Complete cyl- 

inder analysis at a glance! 

' Dealer’s price was $8.75 NOW$2.98 

TLJETMATIC COMPRESSION TESTER 

! ultra-sensitive movement, 0-300 Ib. 

pressure, stub-type handle, built-in 

release, 4-color dial, 334” diameter. 

Formerly $7.50 ................ N' 


E> TESTMASTER JUNIOR COMPRESSION 
US13 EES full-size non-corrosive 
/] movement, built-in release valve, 
ZY direct-reading 4-color dial, 414” 

$3.98 


@ ISNIVOUYE ISNIVOUYE ISNIVOUYA 
















































dia. Formerly $10.75 ..NOW 
PRESSURE X-RAY COOLING SYSTEM 

43004; an — Spots cooling system 
troubles im seconds! Uses pressure 
for “Flash-Check” tests. 3-color 
Gial-direct reading Lifetime move- 
ment. Formerly $12.95. NOW 
COMBINED ENGINE TSG 
VACUUM GAUGE & FUEL PUMP 
US314iEs High-quality DUAL-PURPOSE 
instrument! Full-size movement — 
direct-reading dial! A terrific vaiue! 
3Y2”"dia. was $8.16...NOW $3.98 
Ae a pe, 


mits reverse flush method of flush 


































































img cooling system — balances air 

and water — ejector type ai line 

— fits all sizes radiator hose — Ra 

complete fittings! eee $2.98 a 
| price was $6.75 


WITH ALL OF THE Phage: PROFESSIONAL 
ALL CHARTS —$1—$1.50 VALUES — ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


FAMO GALE HALL MILE-O-METERS 
AT DRASTICALLY-REDUCED PRICES! 
ea Shows miles per gallon as you 
drive — tells engine condition at 
all times— warns when adjust- 
ments are needed to avoid break- 
downs! Essential for tune-up! Fits 
all cars. Mounts permanently on 
dash (no holes to drill). 

FREE! ALL ACCESSORIES AND INSTRUCTION BOOK 
STANDARD MODEL, 25¢” dia. — advertised 
at $9.75. vues NOW ONLY §$4,55 
STANDARD MODEL, 2%" dia., illuminated 
for night driving — was $9.95. 

NOW ONLY $4.98 

© DELUXE MODEL, 356” dia. — advertised at 

mt NOW ONLY $6.98 

ie MODEL, 356” dia., illuminated for 

night driving—was $14.95, NOW ONLY $7.55 
(NOTE — ALL PRICES PLUS 40c POSTAGE 


AND HANDLING FOR EACH ITEM 
YOU CAN'T LOSE! Order as many as you like 
FOR YOURSELF — FOR FRIENDS! 


WOW! Send me all the instruments whose ® 
numbers I've circled below — after 7 full ® 
days, I'll send payment or return the items | 
don’t want! What terrific bargain values — 
and .on FREE TRIAL, too! 


1.2 £.4 6.4.7 4.28 


(if you purchase three of more of these ine 


struments, you're entitled to your choice of 
any other instrument ‘except Deluxe Mile-O- 
Meter) ABSOLUTELY FREE! ed =~ catalog 


fumber you want Anes 1 to 8) h 
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City : State 


NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 


DEPT. MT-2-5 NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 

















February 1955 





PERERA ERREER EERE REE 








[ Keep WARM in 
COLD Weather! 





SPORTS CAR 


HEATER now: 


Cold weather can’t make you shiver if 
you equip your MG now with an Arnolt 
12-volt heater. It provides the right flow 
of warm air for any occasion. Complete 
with fittings for easy installation. 
8044/TF 1500 (For the new 1955 MG) $34.95 
8044/TF TR LI 34.95 
8044/TD ._. P 29.95 
VOKES OIL FILTERS 


completely trap all impurities and provide 
real protection for your engine. 
1 





8180—MGL—C .... $9.50 
All shipments parcel post prepaid. 
Prices include Federal Excise tax. Write 
for details and name of nearest Auto- 


cessories dealer! 


" Autocessories, Ltd. 


-. WARSAW, INDIANA 
DIVISION OF 
 ARNOLT CORPORATION 


ARNOLT 


for sales and service on 


Britain's Luxurious 
Family Car 


The Famous 
Economy Car 


New 1500 ce 


World’s Most 
Popular Sports Car 





S. H. ARNOLT, inc. Distributors 


Offices and Service: 415 East Erie Stree 


Retail Sales: 153 East Ohio Street ww 
t 


Telephone Michigan 2-5436 











EDITORIAL (continuen) 





2. Retractable seat belts fixed to a firm seat. 


Opponents of seat belts maintain that people won’t use them, 
even after they have them installed. They invariably point to the 
seat belts in 1950 Nashes, where they apparently met with little 
favor. Yet, our seat belt advertisers tell us that their products sell 
well. Safety engineers maintain that the shoulder harness is the 
only practical device. It is probably the best, but how do you get 
someone used to that? Furthermore, in a poll of SAE members 
which MT conducted, 84 per cent said no to the question, “Do 
you think that bucket seats, safety belts and crash helmets will 
ever be standard equipment? 1 


3. Steering columns that telescope downward under impact. 


Feelings are mixed on this one: it’s felt they might come some- 
day, but also that they might telescope unintentionally. We 
haven't heard of a single instance in sports cars (almost all use 
this type of steering column) where this has happened. 


4. Doors like airplane doors, that won't fly open. 


Engineers feel that sometimes these are good, but they would 
have to have a quick safety release so that driver and passengers 
wouldn’t get trapped in a wreck. 


5. A crash panel of four-inch-thick foam material on the 


dashboard. 


Crash panels are felt to be a good thing, and development is 
proceeding along these lines. 


6. Elimination of all sharp projections on instruments or rear 
view mirrors. 


Although the removal of sharp projections on the panel is 
being accomplished on many cars, some still have dangerous 
points of contact. The value of the rear view mirror in preventing 
rear-end collisions is obvious; it’s possible a new location may 
be found for it. 


7. A front nose 214 feet thick made of something like alumi- 
num foil, which would crumple slowly, absorbing the 
shock of a crash. 


Safety engineers state that such a nose would have to be 10 
feet long to do any good in a high-speed collision. Also, that 
there’s not much that can be done from an engineering stand- 
point to protect people from the terrific impact resulting from a 
high-speed collision. 


We are still of the opinion that highway safety is a four-fold 
problem: safer cars (with some—not all—of the above sugges- 
tions, and possibly others), educated drivers, better highways, 
more sensible legislation. No one of these is enough, but all 
together they are bound to bring about a reduction in the 
appalling traffic toll. And every suggestion, debate, conference, 
and discussion will slowly push us toward that goal. 


—Walt Woron 
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MOTOR 
TREND Subscription Dept. 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 

One year—$3.00 [] Two years—$5.00 
or U.S., its possessions, Canada; all other countries: 
(J One year—$4 


Name.. 
Street.. 
City. 






inhaadinlattlastitemaniahl aa 


l enclose: [) cash [] check [] money order 
Se BSB SBS SB BBB SOB eee eee eee eee eee 


fFeseeeeeee eee Se2e2e 8828088208888 88822 


Convenient delivery 


Another is the 
Above rates 


Two years—$7 


RE 


today... 


Motor Tre 


is one of the big reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 


$1.00 Saving 


on a two-year order. You 
won’t miss 2 copy of the 
great new issues coming u 
if you send this coupon 
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TRY THIS TEST 


This simple “bronze that 
breathes” smoke test demon- 
strates the amazing porosity of 
a Micro Bronze sintered bronze 
oil filter unit. Used for cen- 
turies, bronze has withstood the 
test of time. Metallurgists call 
it “the timeless metal?’ Thanks 
to war-time and post-war scien- 
tific development, Micro 
Bronze engineers now use 
sintered bronze to prevent 
undue engine wear and elimi- 
nate frequent oil changes. 























INALLY DEVELOPED FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT for use in 
nic aircraft and guided missiles, Micro Browze-type filters are the only filters made 
ovide full lubrication protection for modern automobiles! 













GUARANTEED 
FOR 
99 YEARS 


FILTERS THE 
DIRT BUT NOT THE 
DETERGENTS 














ONLY FILTER 
THAT DESTROYS 
ENGINE ACIDS 





PAT. 
APPLIED 
FOR 
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NGE OIL ONLY ONCE A YEAR! Here at last is an oil filter that never 
replacing...increases your engine power...ends monthly oil changes...adds 
nnds of miles to engine life...stops waste of valuable oil additives...and saves you 
while money in the bargain! |jn------------ 


SECRET 1S THE “BRONZE THAT BREATHES” |. MAGNIFIED PORTION iccosc 


metal balls fused together to make a solid, but 


: os ” a porous, filter. Micro Bronze metal can't absorb 
ins of tiny bronze balls are fused or “sintered” together to form the astonish <dddsenie, ants “ahaa snake “eae oa 


| 
icroscopically-fine filter screen that never wears out! Tests in huge gasoline ! screens out finest particles of grit and metal 
iesel trucks give conclusive proof that Micro Bronze type filters are the [| which drop to bottom of filter housing as “sludge: 
most economical oil filtering units ever made. I 





S THE DIRT— BUT NOT THE DETERGENT!” i! itself. to provide a protective film between moving THE MICRO BRONZE UNIT FITS 
parts. New Micro Bronze Oil Filters, combined with EVERY MAKE AND MODEL CAR AND TRUCK 


hings cause engine wear: Friction, acid and modern HD oils, double your engine’s life ! 


es. Major oil companies have developed heavy Today's motor oils never wear out, but they can You can buy a Micro Bronze Oil Filter Unit that fits 
ils containing expensive additives and deter- become so diluted by acid-creating water and gaso- any standard filter housing for only $6.95. Easy to 
hat greatly reduce engine wear. Old-fashioned line vapors that they no longer do their job. Burned install, never needs changing, never needs filter 
baper or earthen filters — standard equipment gasoline creates a strong sulphuric acid solution — . eee TS et a ilter 
hy cars! — soak up these beneficial elements, that eats into vital engine parts, causing them to vou'lt’ an te ate ee a ee Peg ee 
Hpass damaging abrasives and metal particles wear out years before their time. The Micro Bronze Oil Filter ‘in a few weeks. You Pe in replacement | 
e engine. The Micro Bronze exclusive double- Filter contains a patented acid neutralizer which pack costs and “the quart for the pot” you need | 


esign filters out abrasives and metal particles adds years to engine life and eliminates the main every time you change filter packs. Most important, 
roscopic as 39/millionths of an inch (one reason for frequent oil changing. Micro Bronzz is the you save costly oil changes — with average driving, 
). Oil additives are left in, suspended in the only filter in the world with a built-in acid neutralizer one oil change per year is sufficient. 





OLD UNDER MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE TO LAST FOREVER! 


Chino BRONZE Futter core. 


11766 W. PICO BLVD., LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF. » CABLE ADDRESS: MICRONZE 
Jee eS SS SSS SSS ee 
\ MICRO BRONZE Filter Corporation, Dept. MT-2 
11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 


Ship me immediately —_____ Micro Bronze Oil Filters with 
lifetime guarantee as follows. I understand you will promptly 
refund my money if I’m not pleased. 
0 Conversion unit @ $6.95. Factory pays shipping. 
© Micro Bronze Housing Unit (needed where car does not now 
have filter) including mounting brackets, $9.95. 
Factory pays shipping. 


i NAME 


ADDRESS 
























THIS MAY BE 
WORTH $10,000 
OR MORE TO YOU! 


If you would like to be one 
of the people we are appoint- 
ing as a MICRO BRONZE 
Distributor or Dealer, write, wire 
or phone us today. Exclusive 
territories with profit potentials of 
thousands of dollars are now 
being awarded. Address: Sales 
Division, MICRO BRONZE 
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YOUR OLD 
FILTER 






































o Bronze Filters end forever the need to replace dirty, costly 
cartridges. They will outlast any car and are guaranteed for i 
! At left is shown an old-style filter “ ‘pack”—the kind that’s i 
y in your car he et by A id an oye Foe nomong Se Filter Corp., 11766 W. Pico Blvd., 
contaminates your ustra a ows how if, 

i packs ° ‘channel” as a result of oil pressure, allowing dirt to Los Angeles 64, Calif 

ough the pack and into the oil. USE COUPON NOW 


A eee TL RE CITY. ZONE. STATE 

































February 1955 








IMPRESSIVE CADILLACS 
Gentlemen: 

Would it be possible to learn how many 
Lincolns, Cads, Buicks, Olds, and Chryslers 
were entered in the big stock division in 
Mexico and how many finished? It appears to 
me that the independently entered Cadillacs, 
placing third and fourth, were far more im- 
pressive than two of the seven factory-spon- 
sored Lincolns finishing first and second with 
their highly professional drivers and main- 
tenance teams. (I’m sure no one will deny 
that the Lincoln maintenance team surrounded 
Ray Crawford with aid once their five other 
Lincolns dropped by the wayside.) It may 
not mean anything, but obviously Cadillacs 
beat more Lincolns than Lincolns beat Cads. 

Joseph Kohlenstein 
Riverside, Calif. 
The large stock class had a total of 29 cars at 
14 Lincolns, two Cadillacs, nine 


the start: 
Buicks, one Olds, one Chrysler, and two 
Packards. Finishers included four Lincolns, 


two Cadillacs, four Buicks, one Olds, and 
two Packards. Two Cadillacs finishing third 
and fourth out of two entered is indeed im- 
bressive.—Editor. 


OPINIONS, PLEASE 


Gentlemen: 

I have always been interested in automobile 
design. Recently I began making side-view 
drawings of my own designs. I have never 
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had any art or layout training related to this 
type of drawing. 

I would be very grateful if you would 
examine my drawings which are enclosed with 
this letter. The designs are original. 

Do you feel that 1 have enough natural 
ability to become a designer? I realize that 
I would probably need some professional 
training. Can you recommend a school where 
I could acquire the necessary training? I am 
24 years old. 

Bob Lindquist 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
We have already told Mr. Lindquist what 
we think of his work. Your advice will be 
forwarded to him.—Editor. 
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ATTENTION CHRYSLER ADMEN 


Gentlemen: 

The Greeks had a word for the new Chrys- 
ler combustion chamber—hemispheroid. It’s 
already in the dictionary, so they're welcome 
to it. The suffix -ofd lends a meaning of al- 
mostness Or not-quiteness to word it modifies. 

Hal Julian 

Los Angeles 
Our thanks—and presumably those of Chrys- 
ler’s public relations dept.—to sharp reader 
Julian for answering the stickler in “The 
Days of the Sixes Are Numbered’’ (Dec. ’54 
MT).—Editor. 


ILLEGAL PASSING 


Gentlemen: 

Enjoyed your November issue of MT, espe- 
cially the editorial on “Why This Traffic 
Bottleneck?” 

Would it not solve the problem if a law 
were passed for the whole country, making it 
illegal to pass a car on the right side? People 
motoring from state to state, or, for that mat- 
ter, from state to province, would all know 
the law. In Quebec it’s illegal to pass a car 
on the right. 

Also, it would be a nice act on the part of 
some club or organization to sponsor a Clay 
Smith Mechanics’ Memorial Trophy. These 
are the fellows who are seldom in the lime- 
light but make sure their cars’ engines are 
winners. They deserve some recognition. 

Stuart Ritchie 
St. Lambert, Que. 


THOSE 1955 BLUES 


Gentlemen: 

I read with interests Don MacDonald's 
article on the death of the six-cylinder engine 
in the December MOTOR TREND. Also, I 
read the write-up on the 1955 cars. What is 
Detroit trying to do? Has the motoring pub- 
lic gone horsepower crazy? Are size, wheel- 
base, and horsepower the criterions of fine 
automobiles? 

Would they ride better than the Mercedes 
220 or 300? And where, east of the Mississip- 
pi, can one use this tremendous horsepower? 
It’s one thing to have the power and another 
to be able to put it into practical use. 

How about safe suspension? 

Arnold B. Norcross 

New Haven, Conn. 
For some of the answers, see the editorial on 
page 5.—Editor. 


THUNDERBIRD PRICE 


Gentlemen: 

December MT quotes “‘startling” low price 
of Thunderbird—$2695. Yeah. So startling 
that even the salesmen can’t believe it. One 
here quoted me $1000 higher, stripped! I 
mentioned the price which MT and several 
other reputable mags carried. A mistake, he 
said. Some mistake, I thought. But whose? 

Gene Olson 

Portland, Ore. 
His, not ours. It was the first announced sug- 
gested price. The current base price on the 
Thunderbird hardtop is $2944. That of the 
convertible is $3019, and the combination 
model lists for $3234. This includes sug- 
gested retail price, federal taxes, and delivery 
and handling charges. It does not include 





transportation’ from the factory, local 
state taxes, any optional equipment what 
ever, or any other charges.—Editor. 


THE COMMON MAN’S CLASSIC 


Gentlemen: 

Would like to add my voice to that 
William E. Hall, of Hartford, Conn., a 
William H. Turner, Jr., of Charlotte, Mic 
for their request for recognition of the Mod 
A Ford on a national basis. 

Since most of the members of the Modé 
A Restorers Club are located in the Ne 
England area, the meets are naturally cen 
tered there, making it impossible for thos 
of us scattered throughout the rest of the n 
tion to participate. 

As a member of the Model A Restorers 





Club I would greatly appreciate any support 


which your fine magazine might be able ta 
lend toward the establishment of meets in 
the midwestern area, where Model As could 
participate and compete for various prizes 
and honors. Let us hear from some more of 
the staunch supporters of this fine automo- 
bile and see what can be done to gain national 
recognition similar to that afforded to owners 
of hot rods, classics, sports cars,.and antiques. 
R. E. Stockton 
Urbana, Ohio 
We have received many letters enthusiastically 
endorsing “The Common Man’s Classic,” and 
Julius Schrig advises that other enthusiasts 
write Bill Hall at 711 Lexington Rd., West 
Hartford, Conn., for copies of the club bul- 
letin.—Editor. 


NEW SELECTOR DANGEROUS? 


Gentlemen: 

I was very much surprised that in your 
description of the Chrysler line of cars (Dec. 
*54) you did not condemn the position of 
the transmission selector. It seems to this 
driver that a protruding object like that is a 
definite safety hazard. It could easily penetrate 
the driver's chest or hand in a severe accident. 

Roger J. Rio, Jr. 
Detroit, Mich. 


WHAT IS IT THIS TIME? 
Gentlemen: 

I wonder how many of your readers can 
identify this car and tell where it is made. 





It is a well-known production car which is 
assembled with this grille and name in only 
one country. 

Robert N. Tuthill 

Springfield, Mass. 
We wouldn't have the heart to ask for an 
answer to this puzzler without some reward, 
so a free one-year sub (or a one-year extension 
to your present sub) for the first correct an- 
swer.—Editor. 
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LIFE-LONG BATTERY will start 
your car instantly with a surge 
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All 6-volt strated this amazing recuper- 
LIFE-LONG AUTO-BATTERIES—$29.95 ative ability of LIFE-LONG 
All 12-volt BATTERIES over 500 times 
Large corporations, Fire Departments, Police Departments, LIFE-LONG AUTO BATTERIES—$34.95 with the same battery, with no 
Taxicab Companies in every part of the country, as well as A so-called ‘First Quality” three-year | sign of weakening, yet! 
: ’ battery costs you $10.00 a year. 4 4 
the U.S. Government and many foreign countries are now A LIFE-LONG TEN-YEAR BATTERY 
buying LIFE-LONG BATTERIES. LIFE-LONG manufactures a Salers, a SS ER OS A A a 2 A eee 
complete line of Industrial, Commercial, Marine and Motor- LIFE-LONG BATTERY MFG. CORP., DEPT. MI-2 
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i 6 volt automotive battery ($29.95 including tax) 
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One of Packards featuring “Torsion-Level” ride, the ’55 ‘400’ 
hardtop is powered by the new 260-horsepower V8 engine 


Patrician sedan also uses 352 cubic inch engine which 
drove Packard at nearly 105 mph for 25,000 miles at track 


ae 


YOU HAVE HAD HINTS of the new 


Packard starting in July MT, when we 
showed the front end of a 55 model 
peeking out from behind the styling 
curtain on our cover, and then again in 
October when we previewed their revo- 
lutionary torsion bar suspension. Now 
it’s here, and all the build-up was well 
worthwhile. Never within our memory 
has an independent come up with so 
many engineering and styling innova- 
tions crammed into one model an- 
nouncement. Those that claim President 
Jim Nance is primarily a washing ma- 
chine salesman (he moved to Detroit 
from Hotpoint ) had best go to the near- 
est showroom and see for themselves. 


TORSION-LEVEL RIDE is the prime 


10 


feature of Packards and top-level Clip- 
per Custom models. The principle of 
the torsion bar is certainly not new in 
the industry, but the idea of intercon- 
necting parallel sets of wheels is. On a 
new Packard, if the left front wheel, for 
example, is deflected by a bump, the 
left rear wheel actually anticipates this 
bump due to the wind-up of the torsion 
bar. It literally tenses itself against the 
oncoming jar and transmits it through- 
out the suspension instead of to you. 
The system automatically compensates 
for rear seat or trunk load via a “level- 
izer” device, essentially consisting of an 
electric motor working through a sys- 
tem of gears that wind or unwind the 
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torsion bars according to the load im- 
posed. A delayed-action switch distin- 
guishes between heavyweights in the 
rear seat and ordinary humps in the 
road. The system also automatically 
forestalls over-eager compensation when 
brakes are applied. As we said in our 
original article (Oct. 54 MT), it is as 
though the car had a set of educated 
springs that intuitively maintained a 
constant resistance to flex. Lesser Clip- 
pers have Packard’s comfortable and 
conventional coil front and leaf rear 
springs. (For more details, see page 52. ) 


BRAND NEW V8 ENGINES are stand- 


ard in all models. Packard is convinced 
that there is no substitute for cubic 
inches, so their premium models (400, 
Patrician, and Clipper Custom) have 
352, putting out 355 foot-pounds of 
torque where it counts, in the passing 
range of 2400-2800 rpm. Due to dif- 
ferences in four-barrel carburetion, 
Packard cars check out at 260 horse- 
power, with the Custom Clipper rated 
at 245. The Caribbean convertible leads 
the industry with 275 horsepower and 
twin four-barrel carburetion. Clipper Su- 
per and Deluxe models are at the “low- 
er” end of the scale with a 320-cubic- 
inch V8 credited with 225 hp and a 
torque rating of 325 foot-pounds at the 
same moderate 2400-2800 rpm. It is 
interesting to note the sharp distinc- 
tion between Packards and Clippers. 


In convertible styling, the new Packard has competitive 
appeal; chrome and color add to its lengthy, low appearance 


By Don MacDonald 











Clipper V8s come in 225 hp (Super, Deluxe series) or 245 
(Custom series). Custom line has torsion bar suspension 


They are different cars, engineering- 
wise, style-wise, and registration-wise. 


CLAIMS AND CERTIFIED REC- 


ORDS are two different breeds of cat, 
especially when the American Automo- 
bile Association confirms the latter. In 
this case, the “record” is really just a 
certification of fact, as it applies only 
to automobiling on Packard’s high-speed 
oval at the proving ground in Utica, 
Mich. No competitive car can chal- 
lenge Packard on their own ground un- 
less they are so willing. Nevertheless, 
25,000 miles at an average of nearly 
105 mph is an achievement defying de- 
scription on anyone’s highway. This is 
98 miles more than the circumference 
of the world! These figures include 49- 
second pit stops about every 65 to 70 
minutes during the run, which make 
them the more remarkable. Firestone 
Champions (tubeless) were cunanged 
about every fourth stop, mainly as a 
precautionary measure and never be- 
cause it was really necessary. Indian- 
apolis pilot Troy Ruttman was on hand 
and did his share of the driving, but the 
major credit for the near-week of gruel- 
ing grind is due a nameless crew of 
Packard Proving Ground drivers who to 
a man had fun proving a point—that 
Golonel Jesse Vincent (who retired as 
elder engineer within a week after the 
run) is a master designer of engines and 
Packard can build them. 
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Packard’s V8 has three output variations, two displacement 


Hardtop in Clipper line retains semblance of °54 rear end, 
ratings. Four-barrel carburetor is standard on all models 


but its overall appearance complements Packard styling 


FULL DETAILS: ‘55 PACKARD (Cover Story) 








A REDESIGNED ULTRAMATIC is 


another little goody thrown in for ex- 
tra measure. Always a smooth trans- 
mission, Ultramatic now offers light- 
ning-quick acceleration either at the 
stoplight or in a passing emergency. You 
will note that the new range on the 
quadrant is aptly labelled DART. Low 
range, in combination with the 2.9 to 1 
of the converter alone, still provides the 
highest torque multiplication of any con- 
verter in the industry. A direct drive 
clutch locks up the converter for econ- 
omy reasons during normal highway 
driving. This transmission is mandatory 
on all Packard models, and optional on 
Clippers. Borg-Warner overdrive is also 
a Clipper option, with three-speed syn- 
chromesh standard. 


PACKARD AND CLIPPER STYLING 


is as different as you can get and still 


REAR AXLE 
TORQUE ARMS 


REAR LOAD ARM 





keep the elements of the old body shell. 
The new windshield is truly wrap- 
around, a major engineering feat when 
grafted onto existing structure. Front 
ends of both Clipper and Packard, and 
rear ends of the latter, have been com- 
pletely restyled with a touch of Michi- 
gan modern that is straightforward, 
even though it leans forward. Much at- 
tention has been paid to integration of 
two-tone colors, and on plush models 
three shades are neatly separated by 
tactful chrome striping. An unusual 
first on Packards only is the exterior 
courtesy light which glows when the 
doors are opened or when headlights 
are on. Another Packard (not Clipper ) 
safety item is wrap-around front park- 
ing lights. 


YOUR WIFE may have had a hand in 
designing Packard and Clipper interi- 


MAIN LOAD TORSION BAR 
REAR LOAD 


er eG 


COMPENSATOR 








(LEVELIZER) BARS 
MAIN LOAD TORSION BAR 


COMPENSATOR 


ors. Product planner Roger E. Bremer 
spent 30 months surveying the wishes 
of an assortment of 400 women from 
every walk of life (at least those walks 
encompassing the ability to purchase 
high-priced automobiles) and coordi- 
nated his findings with those of an out- 
side research firm as well as a number 
of professional female consultants al- 
ready on hand. Interiors will conse- 
quently hold their own in luxury and 
practicality with anything the competi- 
tion has to offer. These women also 
dictated that every push-button acces- 
sory in the book be available, and hang 
the extra cost. We can’t help but agree 
that whether your wife or yourself (or, 
as most likely, a combination of both) 
dictates your choice of a new car, at 
least a look-see at the sedans, hardtops 
and convertibles that your Packard deal- 
er has to offer is indicated. 


FRONT STABILIZER 






SUPPORT UPPER ARM 








Components of newly designed Packard chassis and suspension system are shown here; for complete explanation, see page 57 
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Sjronmmacdenmmoeme>-anaerenm FULL DETAILS: ‘55 WILLYS| ‘5 


profitable for dealers and factory alikg 
Engine selection is limited to Will 
version of the Kaiser “Supersonic” 

head six whose 226 cubic inches p 
out 115 horsepower in unsupercharg 
but lively form. 


ENGINEERING CHANGES are de 
in nature except for the new worm anj 
roller steering which replaces the fof 
mer, somewhat stiff cam and lever type 
Overall ratio has been upped to 22, 
to 1, but this is still well below the in 
dustry average and means that yo 
Willys will go where it’s pointed with 

|! e a minimum of arm flailing. Standard 
Changes in the °55 Willys aren’t radical, but assume major proportions when viewed transmission continues to be three 
for overall effect. New this year are grille, tail lights, trim, and color styling speed, with overdrive and dual-rang 
, Hydra-Matic available at extra cost. 
_—__—uiiim A HARDTOP NAMED BERMUDA 
spearheads the new Willys line-up ata A SURPRISINGLY MAJOR FACE 
price of $1795, more than $400 less LIFT has been applied to both Willy 
than last year’s equivalent Eagle. An- models. A new grille carries out the in 
other sharp reduction at $1725 is the dented theme featured by Kaiser las 
Custom four-door sedan, replacing the year. It is such an improvement ove 
Ace. All other passenger body models last year’s single bar with initial t 
have been dropped in a pared-down we cannot help but endorse it whole 
program designed to make price-cutting heartedly. On the side, you'll see newl 


ALLE BEB 








a 


°55 Willys Custom interior, though vir- 
tually unchanged, is convenient with 
plastic trim on seatback, good vision 


Comparison with last year’s Willys (above) shows how relatively minor changes ca 
til ilititha alter car so it looks new. Price cuts may restore parkable car to public fave 
pe MTEL 


bn 


This oddly Packard-like réar view also seen ; , ; 
belongs to the Willys, which has cut its This new hardtop in the ’55 Willys lineup is labeled the Bermuda; it lists fi 


new line to only two basic body shells $1795, or some $400 less than last year’s equivalent model, the Aero Eagle hardtop§ The I 
tween 
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YS} ‘55 KAISER, ‘55 MERCURY MONTCLAIR 


va integrated two-tone effects that add 
ie emphasis to the nearly seven inches 
Lic 


longer overall length. As the Willys 
* § leaves you at a stoplight, you'll notice 


harge the integrated taillight and back-up 
light combination as well as a newly 

i combined trunk-lid ornament and lock. 

ae 

— ‘55 KAISER 

e fog 


‘YP VERY INTERESTING ALSO is the 
22, 1955 Kaiser, not because it is changed 
ae Fr from 1954 (which it has not except in 

" minor trim details) but because it is 








1 with ; ae ; 
. now billed as a limited production au- 
indari ; ; 
che tomobile. Available only in supercharged 
Manhattan four-door sedan _ form, 
-rangs 
enough new Kaisers will be built to use 
St. é 
up the several thousand bodies and 
ACE frames now stored in the backyard at 
Vill the old Willow Run plant. New owner pole. We went to New York City with Billed as a limited production automo- 
i » aie’ fe , pe a gles sae ; 
he i (of Willow Run) General Motors is them to see the two-hour-long, private- bile, the °55 Kaiser is little changed; it’s 
in a. : ‘ . ; 
after Edgar Kaiser to move these items ly telecast dealer preview. About an available this year only in the super- 
clas : ; ; : : : 
- oll off the premises, and that he will. Don’t hour-and-a-half of this was taken up charged Manhattan four-door sedan. 
1 tha get the idea that all this makes the with pitching the all new CJ-5 Jeep Engine specifications remain unchanged 
hole Kaiser an undesirable orphan; we might (see January Spotlight), which gives 
nail draw a parallel with the 1941 Hupmo- you a clue as to where the emphasis tion for being the country’s biggest 
biles and Grahams. Both of these were lies. Suave (he talks and looks like and best. One star of the production 
constructed from surplus Cord body George Sanders) Sales Manager V-P end of this extravaganza will be the 
dies, one (the Graham) had a super- Hickman Price Jr. recently moved up new, low-slung, Mercury Montclair 
charged engine similar to the present- from fuehrer-in-charge-of-export to his four-door sedan. Billed as a hardtop, 
day Kaiser, and both still sell (14 years present top sales post, bringing with it nevertheless has permanent center 
j later) for over half of what they orig- him a record that boosted K-W *o pillars of considerable cross-section. 
| inally cost. If you want to pick up a third place (beaten only by GM and These are chromed to resemble the col- 
potentially rare special-interest car and Ford ) in commercial vehicle’ shipments lapsible pillars of classic convertible se- 
¢ drive it for years at the depreciation overseas. Price understandably has Jeeps dans. The “convertible” effect is further 


rate of a Chevrolet, consider the new 
Kaiser because it will probably be your 
last chance. 


ONE REFRESHING THING about at- 
tending a Kaiser-Willys press party is 
the frankness emanating as a matter-of- 
course from all company officials pres- 
ent, and this holds true from President 
Edgar on down to Bill Springer at the 

low end of the public relations totem 
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in his veins, and feels that the future of 
the company lies in this field. This, 
per se, means a primarily rural dealer 
organization which does not augur well 
for deep penetration of the passenger- 
car market. 


MERCURY MONTCLAIR 


THE CHICAGO AUTO SHOW, open 


January 8, has a well-deserved reputa- 


The long-awaited super-Mercury is here, looking like just what it is: a bridge be- 
tween the Monterey and the cosilier Lincoln, whose influence is evident all over it 





enhanced by the wide chrome frames 
on the edge of the front and rear win- 
dows nearest the center pillar. Interiors 
and color schemes are premium to say 
the least; the car must be seen because 
a black and white photo simply does 
not do it justice. Overall height is a 
slinky 58.6 inches, the same as the 
Montclair two-door hardtop. We do not 
predict an equivalent model to appear 
in the Ford this year. (CONTINUED) 





Most novel feature of the Montclair is 
its dipped window sill and chromed post 
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PLYMOUTH 


PONTIAC 


Dealers throughout the nation 
are able to supply Chevrolet, 
Dodge, Plymouth and Pontiac 
V-8 owners NOW with the 
finest in extra-performance 
dual exhaust system design... 


BELOND! 


ea 


Try and then buy one of these new V-8 powered cars. Join the 
thousands of performance conscious V-8 owners who have been 
enjoying the benefits of Belond Exhaust System Products for years. 
When you equip your new V-8 with a dual exhaust system, insist 


on the time proven best... 






.your guarantee of the finest 
in extra-performance through 
exhaust system design. 


Equipment for all 1955 
V-8 models SOON! 


ee 















PLEASING INDEED ARE REPORTS 


COMING IN from all quarters of hum. 
ming factories, full pay envelopes, and 
a veritable flood of orders from opti- 
mistic dealers to make this bonanza 
possible. Oldsmobile, for example, has 
set their production rates at the high- 
est levels in history. Studebaker com 
tinues on a two-shift basis, with the 
bulk of their sales being Presidents. 


PLYMOUTH PRESIDENT JACK 


MANSFIELD in his 30 years in the 
auto business “has never seen anything 
like it.” December production of his 
newly salable product was 78,000 units, 
the biggest single month in Plymouth’ 
history. He confidently predicts that 
this pace will continue for the rest of 
the year, and has set his sights on sell- 
ing 726,000 new cars for the 1955 
model run—a record for Plymouth if 
it comes true, and more than double 
last year’s sales. Buick would have w 
work around the clock to _ produce 
enough cars to keep third place at this 
astounding rate. 


| CHEVROLET AND FORD are both 


too busy even to find time to quibble 
over which is first. Chevrolet, handi- 
capped by having to put people who 
want their scarce new V8—sixes are 
plentiful—on the waiting list (and 
therefore expose these people to sales 
pressure from competition during the 
interim), recently helped the paren 
organization celebrate production of thé 
50-millionth GM car. This was a gold- 
plated and painted Bel-Air that rolled 
off the Flint assembly line precisely at 
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10:10 A.M., November 23, and the 
blessed event touched off a chain reac- 
tion of open-house parties across the 
world wherever GM plants are located. 


OTHER GM FOLK ARE BUSY getting 
ready for Motorama, to be premiered 
as usual at the Waldorf-Astoria in New 
York City on January 20. There will be 
a startling new dream car for each GM 
division and good news for those who 
want to buy what they see as well. 
Chevrolet and Pontiac will have on dis- 
play station wagons that strongly re- 
semble last year's Nomad. These are 
mounted on standard chassis, and will 
be in mass production in time for the 
Spring selling season. We pointed out 
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Spotlight on Detroit 





‘55 BUICK FOUR-DOOR HARDTOP 


If it’s going to look like this Century, four-door hardtop should be here to stay 


in June MT that the Nomad could be : 


the longed-for styling wedding between 
the production sports car and the fam- 
ily work-horse. So here it is, ready for 
us single-car households. 


THE CHICAGO SHOW introduces the 
ultimate in hardtops, and you can buy 
these Spring, too. Oldsmobile 
and Buick will both show four-door 
sedans with glass area stretching from 
the A to the C posts. There is no cen- 
ter pillar to mar the ‘“phaeton with the 
top up” look. We once said that the 
station wagon would in time replace 
the sedan. With the advent of the true 
four-door hardtop, we gracefully swal- 
low this prediction. 


come 


POWER LUBRICATION 


TWO NEW ACCESSORIES, both ac- 
tually welcome revivals, have been an- 
nounced by Lincoln-Mercury. One is a 


one-shot lubrication system, available as 
a factory- or dealer-installed option. It 
can easily be cobbled to fit any ball- 
Two uni- 


jointed Lincoln or Mercury. 





versal joint fittings must still be lubri- 
cated by hand. Engine vacuum forces 
grease to the fittings for 225 grease jobs 
before renewal of Multi-Luber’s lubri- 
cant supply. The other L-M accessory, 
called Startmaster, automatically cranks 
up engine if it stalls. 
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MOLY- PAKS 


SUPER LUBRICANT 
$1.00 


© full Years Supply (12 Paks) $345 


3 For 


CONFIDENTIALLY 


for yor) 


ESALE 








‘6%. 





‘FLARE 


Nash Rambler, 





Stotesmon . ...... 52-54 
Nash Ambassador ...49-54 
‘ord ++ -36-54 
Willys eocce cocccce 52-54 
MOTE 2002 coccee coe 39-54 
HOV oc ccrcccccccces 36-54 
Olds (Exec. 98). 35-53 
@ (SUPER DELUXE SKIRTS............. $9.95) 


The lever locking skirts are steel with concealed rubber liner. 
Easily installed. The skirts ore primed for paint. 


@ LOUVERED SKIRTS 


6 2 & & 0% 


$12.90 


CUSTOM GRILLE BARS 
° SELUXS MODEL— Solid 1 Piece Bar 





The finest improvement 
Heavy steel, beautiful 


WHITE SIDEWALL 
RINGS 


(0) Set of 4 
VL | 0 


15 or ad 


McRAY eile 


ROD 
Q $] 95 
@ clean 


Keep radiator 
CHROME METALLIC 
TAPE 

ATS 


oS 





10 Ft. Roll $ 
te" wide 


00 
© 
4 ROLLS - $3.45 7 
ELECTRIC TRUNK 4 

OR 


1954 FORD 
1953 FORD .... 
49-52 FORD 
49-50 MERC 
1953 CHEV ........0..00. 
1954 CHEV .. 
1951 MERC 


in customizing a car. 
triple plated chrome. 








Genuine latex rubber rings 
for simple, but permanent 


application to blackwall 


tires to give your car that 


real rich look. Kit is com- 


plete. 


The galvanic action of the 
McRay Protecto Rod keeps 
the cooling systems of all 
engines free of scale, rust 
and grime. At last you can 
keep your cooling system 
crystal clear without using 
sticky liquids or harsh acids. 


You'll find a million uses 
for this handy tape that 
protects as well as beauti- 
fies. Add that ‘‘flashing'’ 
appearance to your car by 
placing extra chrome on 
fender skirts, doors, 
wheels, etc. 


practical conversion that 


makes possible push button op- 
eration for your trunk or hood. 


Easy to install and operate. 


ot HOOD KIT Reliable and theft-proof. Throw 
(Specify) away handles and get that 
smooth custom look. Button 


a ® $675 
KUSTOMIZE KIT 


Fiberglass 
Smooth-in 


95 
$4* 


GLENDALE 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 
1529-2T VICTORY BLVD. 


may be installed anywhere. Kit 
complete with instructions. 


Ideal for small jobs, or for 
beginners to get the feel 
of working with fibreglass. 
Dechrome, repair rust outs, 
cover seams, patch dents 
and gouges. Complete, 
easy to follow, step by 
step instructions included. 





1, CALIF. 


| PRICES F.0.B. GLENDALE - ADD 3% TAX IN CALIF. 
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@ ADDRESS > 
e * 
® City ZONE STATE * 
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@ CAR MAKE____YEAR__BODY STYLE___ 
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2 Discount Card # ° 
. o FULL PAYMENT ENCLOSED, e 

25% INCLUDED, BALANCECO.D. Pas 
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ww DC-6B 


AIR COACH 


SERVICE 





LOWEST 
AIRCOACH FARES 











*80 COAST TO COAST- *72 


RETURN 
BETWEEN 


CALIFORNIA | WASHINGTON, D. Cc. 


JNEW YORK 





NON-STOP 


CHICAGO-CALIFORNIA'6 7” 
NON-STOP 


CALIFORNIA- DALLAS —*49 
DALLAS-NEW YORK — *56 


ALL FARES PLUS TAX 


LOW FARES TO OTHER PRINCIPAL CITIES 


@ 500,000 Satisfied Passengers 
@ Dependable On-Time Flights 
@ Billion Passenger Miles 

@ Perfect Safety Record 

@ Fly Now— Pay Later 


America’s Largest 
Aircoach System 


NORTH 


AMERICAN 


AIRLINES 





NEW YORK 1441 sroaoway JUdson 6-2100 
CHICAGO 7 w. wasHincton sr. ANdover 3-0700 
LOS ANGELES 623 s.ouive sr. TRinity 0711 
SAN FRANCISCO 240 powent st. GArfield 1-4050 
DALLAS 1416 commerce st. STerling 5166 
MIAMI 310 E. FLAGLER ST. 9-8321 








’'M SORRY, we're not equipped to 
handle them.” This statement is a sum- 
mary of the response to our inquiry at no 
less than eight large gas stations repre- 
senting five major brands of gasoline. “Try 
the tire manufacturer’s service shop.” This, 
the answer to the same inquiry, came from 
five prominent new-car dealers. The in- 
quiry? “Can you repair a tubeless tire?” 
MT’S do-it-yourself article on repair- 
ing tubeless tires (January issue) was 
intended as an up-to-date service feature, 


| designed to familiarize you with the in- 


tricacies—or rather, the simplicity, of 
tubeless tire repairs. Then we had a flat 
tire on a tubeless-equipped new car. Our 
“how-to” article, which hadn’t considered 


| the “where-to” angle, took on vastly dif- 


ferent proportions when we found that 
few service organizations would consider 
repairing a tubeless tire—a job that has 
become as commonplace as checking the 
electrolytic level of a battery. 

Who's responsible for this height of in- 
convenience to the car owner? That's a 


| hard one to answer, for it apparently in- 


volves every facet from location and 
availability of equipment to personalities 
and frequency of service needs. But further 
inquiries disclose that with rare exception, 


| any tire sales outlet (gas stations, car deal- 
| ers, tire-battery-accessory stores) is sup- 


plied with repair kits. Yet these agencies 
contacted during our survey could not—or 


| would not—use them. Surprisingly, one 
| service station in a small town far from 





Los Angeles has repaired nearly as many 
tubeless tires as standard tires over the past 
few months. (Our prime concern was not 
so much for the driver in a large city, but 
for the driver out on the road, near ham- 
lets without full scale tire service shops. ) 
This gas station was well equipped with 
plugs, sealant guns, and any “tools” needed 
to effect a repair, and, most important, the 
equipment was being used—and praised 
for its completeness and simplicity. 
Further checks by MT’s Editors showed 
that while tire producers are constantly 
campaigning for improved service facili- 
ties, some repair sources are reluctant 
to repair the tubeless tires because they 
feel the procedure is too complicated! If 
you analyzed last month’s article on re- 
pairs, you probably agreed with the tire 
manufacturer (and with us) that repairs 
are as easy, if not easier, than ever before. 
But until service agencies are educated 
to repair procedures, you, the new car buy- 
er (and those who have tubeless tires on 
older cars), are without widespread service 
facilities to one of our primary needs. 
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What can you do about it until some. 
one else promotes progress? Carry your 
tire manual (you can pick one up at 
most tire sales-and-service shops) in your 
glove compartment; it might help the 
service man who’s totally unfamiliar with 
the tires. Familiarize yourself with MT’s 
“Repairing Tubeless Tires” article, and 
you might be able to lend a helping hand 
or speed up the repair. And if your driv- 
ing conditions or location warrants it, 
equip yourself with a tubeless tire repair 
kit; it’s inexpensive, and consists of easy- 
to-use Components. 

We were fortunate to have access to a 
manufacturer’s service shop; you may be 
fortunate to be near an on-the-ball service 
station that’s ready to serve your needs. 
If you don’t have these facilities, and you 
have a flat tire that must be repaired, 
get out that January issue, roll up your 
sleeves, and do it yourself! 


THE DAY is not far distant when Ameri- 
can motorists will be filling their tanks 
with synthetic gasoline and using synthetic 
oil, according to a recent issue of Mechani- 
zation, the magazine of modern coal. 

According to a survey conducted by the 
Corps of Engineers for the U.S. Army, 
there are more than 200 geographic areas 
within our national borders meeting re- 
quirements for the production of liquid 
fuels from coal or lignite. They have a ca- 
pacity of 15 million barrels a day. Added 
to this are areas in Colorado and Utah 
which can provide seven million barrels a 
day from shale. 

Production of synthetic fuels is being 
done by such government bodies as the 
Bureau of Mines and the Army. Among 
private companies actively engaged in 
stabilizing synthetic fuel processes are Pitts- 
burgh Consolidation Fuel Co. in combina- 
tion with Standard Oil Development Co., 
Koppers, Carbide and Carbon Chemical 
Co., and Texas Power and Light. 

According to the report, at the present 
time much of our fuel oil is imported 
(about 12 per cent). When competition 
in world markets forces the price upwards, 
synthetics will be able to compete. The dif- 
ference between the two now is a rather 
narrow margin. 

Germany paved the way for production 
of synthetic fuels with establishment in 
1933 of 10 synthetic liquid fuel plants. 
During World War II other plants were 
added. Total output, until plants were 
bombed out, was 100,000 barrels a day. 
Other countries, including Japan, England, 
Italy, and Finland, have been or are active 
in this field. 


NEXT MONTH Motor TREND will be 
on the newsstands early, February 17th, with 
the most complete automotive buyer's guide 
ever assembled. In a 22-page special section, 
you'll find revealing photos, price breakdowns 
on all models, plus first-hand appraisals and 
impressions by MT’s staff of experts. Reserve 


your copy now. —The Editors 
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the NEW 1955. 





now more hens CUEK x. 
the finest car of its Dig in the'world! 


Distributor West of the Mississippi 


CHARLES H. HORNBURG, JR., INC, 
9176 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 


February 1955 








NEW redesigned chassis for even 
greater roadability 


NEW larger diameter torsion bars 
NEW rack and pinion steering 
NEW high lift cams and 190-250 
horsepower 

NEW oil ignition coil 


NEW enlarged cockpit — 
increased leg room 


Plus smart new refinements of the same 
sculptured beauty that made Jaguar 

the world’s most admired motor car. 
Seeing’s believing. Drive it yourself. 
Call your Jaguar dealer today. 











XK-140 Super Sports Roadster .... $3450* 


XK-140 Super Sports Convertible 
or Hard Top Coupe ....... 60.660 $3795* 

XK-140 “M” Special Crankshaft damper, wire 
wheels, twin exhausts, 2 fog lamps, wind- 
shield washers. $145 additional. 

XK-140 “MC”. As above with “C” type cylinder 
head. 210 H.P. $295 additional. 


“D” competition model, 250 H.P. available soon. 


Laycock de Normanville overdrive or 
Borg-Warner automatic transmission optional. 


*Port of entry. Price includes heater, tacho- 
meter, directional lights, electric windshield 
wipers, electric clock, automatic back-up light. 








Distributor East of the Mississippi 
THE HOFFMAN MOTOR CAR CO., INC. 

487 Park Avenue, New York City 
65 East South Water Street, Chicago, IIl. 




















SAVE MONEY ON YOUR 


By Robert J. Gottlieb 


FTER THE FIRST REPUBLICAN VICTORY in more years 

than any good Republican cares to remember, rumblings 
commenced to emanate from Washington. There would be tax 
changes and new laws designed to benefit all—(even Demo- 
crats ). Stormy legislative sessions and conferences were the rule 
rather than the exception, and on August 16, 1954, a new In- ‘ 
ternal Revenue Code was enacted. It was the first major tax DEDUCT . , 
change in three generations. Typical of the dexterity of a — * 
democracy it was amended for the first time 15 days later. The The following whether you used - 
new tax laws are with us to stay. They differ in many respects your car for business or pleasure 
from the old laws and generally are designed to reduce the (unless you take the standard 
taxes of individuals and corporations. There are easier and 10 per cent deduction) 
bigger deductions; unfortunately a few of the changes designed 
to decrease taxes will actually result in increases. 

Though we are concerned primarily with the new taxes as 
they pertain to automobile deductions, the entire law must be 
considered. Another month is added to the period in which to 
file final returns and—ugh—pay; hereafter the American Eagle 
gets its nourishment on April 15th instead of March 15th. 
Declarations of estimated tax are required of fewer people; easier 
and larger deductions are permitted (you can deduct medical 
expenses in excess of three per cent of total income instead of 
five per cent), and employees who have expenses in connection 
with their business, whether the expenses are incurred in town 
or out of town, can still take the standard 10 per cent deduction DEDUCT 
and in addition deduct their expenses. The new transportation 
expense law (even though you take the standard 10 per cent These only if you used your car : 
deduction ), covers the cost of operating your car, including exclusively in business or in ob- : 
gasoline, maintenance, depreciation, parking, garage rental, bus, taining income; a pro rata part _ — y 
taxi, street car fares, etc. The expenses in connection with going if your car was used for business : 
to and from work are still out, so don’t try to claim them. and also for pleasure. Business 

For the average automobile owner the greatest change in the use is that use essential to obtain is 
tax structure is in the depreciation rules. There is no change in income 4 § 
the section dealing with the kind of property on which you can 4 
claim depreciation. There are, however, different methods for 
computing depreciation and they can be most advantageous to a 
taxpayer. (For a complete explanation of how to figure your 
car's depreciation, see the chart on page 48.) 

The average taxpayer has a certain amount of taxes deducted 
from his paycheck each week. At the end of the year he files his 
tax return and pays an additional amount, or learns that he is 
entitled to a small refund. Certainly this is the general situation 
of the average person who does not take advantage of the tax 
laws—a situation easily remedied by a simple study. 

Assume that $20 is withheld weekly from a paycheck. Ap- 
proximately $1000 is paid in in a year. Using the standard de- 
duction there might be a slight refund, or a small amount of 
additional taxes might be due. Now assume that a sparetime 
study is made and advantage taken of legitimate deductions. The 
taxpayer could conceivably get a refund of $700. If this happens 
for 10 years he saves $7000, which certainly would be enough 
for a good equity in any home. 

Notwithstanding the facetious remarks, statements, and 
writings often levelled at the Department of Internal Revenue, 
the agents, employees, and representatives are lenient and are 
anxious to help the taxpayer claim legitimate deductions. In 
short, the government does not (Continued on page 49) 
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CAR OWNER’S 






TAXES 


State gasoline taxes, but not federal casoline taxes. ‘ 
2. Loss caused by fire, theft, or act of God, if not compensated by insurance. 


3. Loss caused by collision, if not compensated by insurance. (Exception: Loss caused by willful negli- 
gence, such as drunk driving.) Claim the loss even if accident was your fault. 


4. Driver’s license fees. 
5 


CHECK LIST 





















License fees, municipal taxes, and any fees paid annuaily to the state for the right to drive on ‘ 
the highways. 


Interest paid on car-loan contract. 











All items listed above although these [] 6 Repairs and general maintenance, in- 













are personal deductions. cluding towing charges. 
2. Gasoline, grease, oil, and lubrication. [] 7. Tires, if they last less than a year. 
3. Garage rent and expense, such as car [] 8. Parking charges; toll charges. 
washing. [] 9. Chauffeur’s expenses (wages, uni- 
4. Depreciation,* if your car lasts more. forms, etc.). 
than a year (entire cost if car wears [] 10. Loss when you sell your car. 
i ar © yeurk []11. A judement against you for damages 
'[] 5. Insurance. due to negligence. : 






*For complete information on how to figure your depreciation, see page 48. 












1, Expenses of travel to and from work. 

2. Loss at trade-in of a pleasure car. 

3. Traffic fines. 

4. Attorney’s fees and court costs in defending a damage suit. 

1) 5. Cost of a new car unless a car used in business is worn out in one year or less. 
‘a 6. Bamage to car which is reimbursed by insurance, or otherwise. 
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MT RESEARCH road test 


By Walt Woron 


HY THE ’54 PLYMOUTH was 

pushed out of third place in popu- 
larity was fairly obvious: it didn’t com- 
pete equally on a looks and/or perform- 
ance basis. It still had appeal to previous 
owners who had come to appreciate and 
expect Plymouth dependability. But—it 
had few other apparent attractions to keep 
buyers from staying away in droves. 

This year the "55 Plymouth has the 
qualifications that it’s going to need in 
what's shaping up to be a highly competi- 
tive year. In comparing this car to its ‘54 
counterpart, it’s truly outstanding. In 
comparing it to the ‘54 competition, it 
tops the field. Yet, since the competition 
saw fit not to rest on its laurels, Plym- 
outh will have more than one hard-fought 
battle in the sales arena. 

Just how does the ‘55 Plymouth stack 
up alongside its predecessor? Let's place 
them side by side and compare point for 
point. But first let us point out that Plym- 
outh is second to none this year in its 
variety of engine and transmission choices. 
You can still get the old standby L-head 
Six in any Plymouth but the convertible, 
and you can have your choice of three 
V8s in all models except the business 
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This big new version, with size, looks, 
power, and comfort, may. hit 


coupe, which comes only with the Six. 
For our test, MT Research picked the 
middle V8, which in both cubic inches and 
output is the one most comparable with 
Chevrolet and Ford; it churns up 167 
horsepower, compared with 157 from the 
smaller Hy-Fire V8 and 177 from the 
Power Package, which is the same engine 
as the “167” but with a four-barrel car- 
buretor. As for the other components of 
the test car, it had a PowerFlite trans- 
mission and a four-door sedan body with 
the super-elegant Belvedere trim; the Sa- 
voy and Plaza models are in turn simpler 
but are the same mechanically. Driving 
impressions later in the year will keep 
you posted on some of the differences be- 
tween this test car and other Plymouths. 
Ease of Driving: We said the 54 had 
“effortless handling ease.” Nothing we 
found on the 55 Belvedere four-door se- 
dan makes us veer from this previous 
opinion. It was set up for comfort: power 
steering, power brakes, power windows. 
The only effort you have to expend in 
driving this car is to point it in the direc- 
tion you want to go, push down the 
throttle, and to all intents and purposes, 
you are there. There’s no difference wheth- 


no. 3 spot again 


Water-bath treatment given to test car 
failed to stop lively new V8, showed 
Plymouth’s resistance to leaks at doors 


er you’re on the highway or in city traffic. 
Chrysler full-time coaxial power steering 
gives you absolutely no feel of the road; 
it seems as though you're hanging in mid- 
air and, when you want to go in a certain 
direction, you turn the wheel that way. 
The wheel is set comfortably, and with 
the radial lines ardund the bottom half, 
it’s easy to grip. 

Vision: Last year we said that the '54 
Plymouth had good vision. Vision this 
year is even better. The wrap-around 
windshield gives considerably more glass 
area to the front (a sweep of 109 de- 
grees) and with the posts slanting back- 
wards as they have before, forward vision 
is notably improved. It could be even bet- 
ter (for six-foot drivers) if the windshield 
were cut higher into the roof. Unfortu- 
nately, there is some distortion on both 
sides where the curve in the glass is the 
greatest. The smoothly operating, two- 
speed electric windshield wipers sweep 
fairly well into the curved areas, but still 
leave an uncleaned area high in the cen- 
ter. Unlike some previous Chrysler prod- 
ucts, they return to the windshield mold- 
ing when turned off. Looking out over the 
hood, you're still reminded by its short- 
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TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
‘55 Plymouth V8 Belvedere with PowerFlite 
(General specifications on page 64) 






















REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER ACCELERATION FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamom- (In seconds, checked with fifth wheel and In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
eter. All tests are made under full load, electric speedometer.) meter, fifth wheel, and electric speedometer. 
which is similar to climbing a hill at full Standing start 4-mile (69.5 mph) 20.3 Mobilgas Regular used.) 
throttle. Observed hp figures not corrected 0-30 mph 5.4 Steady 30 mph 18.7 
to standard atmospheric conditions.) 0-60 mph 13.2 Steady 45 moh 17.1 
5 road hp @ 1800 rpm and 28 mph 10-30 mph = 4.2 Steady 60 mph 15.2 
47 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 36 mph 30-50 mph _ 5.5 Steady 75 mph 13.0 
59 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 52 mph 50-80 mph 16.2 Stop-and-go driving 
Max. 70 road hp @ 3200 rpm and 68 mph SPEEDOMETER ERROR over measured course 12.8 
Checked with fifth wheel and electric speed- Tank average for 1134.6 miles 15.0 
TOP SPEED ometer.) STOPPING DISTANCE 
(In miles per hour over surveyed 1/-mile.) Car speedometer read 31 @ true 30 mph To the nearest foot; checked with electrically 
Fastest one-way run 98.9 48 @ true 45 mph actuated detonator.) 
Slowest one-way run 97.8 63 @ true 60 mph 30 mph 30 
Average of four runs 98.4 80 @ true 75 mph 45 mph 81 










110 @ top speed 60 mph 173 








a 
Bob MacKenzie 






ness and general appearance that you're 
in a Plymouth. If you’re a driver who 
edges his way through traffic by using the 
front fenders as a guide, you'll be at home 
in this car. 

The rear-view mirror is wide enough to 








































ar 

ed | ¢ncompass almost the entire rear window 
(which alters the height and width of cars 

rs & 


you've just passed up), and is steady at 
all speeds. Last year’s car still had a fairly 
wide C post; this year’s has been slimmed 
down so that there’s no possibility of your 
moving over into the right lane without 
fic. [seeing a car there. 

ng §lInterior: The instrument panel is one 
ad; §spot where the ‘54 has it over the 55 


id- {model from the standpoint of legibility. 
iin § As pointed out previously (Dec. 54 MT), 
ay. for esthetic balance alone two of the in- 


ith [struments (oil pressure and water temp) 
lf, fare located on the far side of the panel. 
They're where your co-pilot passenger can 
54 fread them, but you'll have to stretch some 
his §'to see what they indicate. The individual 
nd fdials, with white numbers and letters on 
ass fia black background, using red needles, 
le- fare easy to read in themselves, but gone 
-k- fis the “reading at a glance” feature. Gone 
on falso is a suitable visor over the top of the 
et- [speedometer, causing light to be reflected 
‘Id fonto the windshield at night. There's no 
tu- [glare in the daytime, either from the top 
th fof the dully (and somewhat poorly) 
he [painted instrument panel or from sundry 
O- chrome “hot spots.” Despite the prac- 
ep fticality of such a finish, we feel that an 
ill foptional accessory that would meet with 
*N- [much favor would be a leather covering. 
d- [The various controls are located well, Valve covers have cut-aways to make It’s often the little things that make 
d- Jwith the hood vent being under the panel sparkplugs accessible; exhaust mani- an owner like his car—and Plymouth’s 
he [to the right of the wheel and the heat and fold below plugs saves singed knuckles easy-opening hood should add to this 
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‘55 PLYMOUTH V8 ROAD TEST coninues 
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Snow and sleet ice-up windows, slow down test procedure, but 
MT’s crew finds slick roads make exacting roadability tests 


defroster controls being on the far left 
of the panel. Within a few miles you've 
not only mastered the operation of the 
heater, but if heat is your desire, there’s 
plenty of it. The defrosters work not only 
well, but across the entire width of the 
giant windshield. 

The seats are well padded and are com- 
fortable for long trips. With the front 
seat fully rearward (easily positioned there 
by the manual lever or power unit) there’s 
good legroom in the rear seat. Shoulder 
room and headroom in the rear are good. 
There’s toeroom under the front seat, 
too. In the front seat you can stretch in 
all directions. For shorter persons, as the 
seat moves forward it also raises. The 
armrests are in such a position that they 
can be used as rests and not just as door- 
pulls, as in some cars. 

Ride: About the '54’s ride we said, “The 
softly sprung Plymouth gives a good ride 





. . . but excessive body roll causes slight 
passenger discomfort when the car is taken 
through a corner at anything but con- 
servative speeds.” The °55 Plymouth is 
still softly sprung; in fact if we were to 
think up a simile it would probably be 
that the car gives you a ride like you 
might get if it were suspended on a foot- 
thick layer of sponge rubber. It flattens 
out normal dips at highway speeds, and 
even over bad dips it settles down quite 
quickly. There is stil! some wallow in 
coming out of bad dips or going around 
a rough turn. Body lean, though apparent 
to the driver, surprisingly goes unnoticed 
by the passengers. If it’s a soft ride you 
want, the new Plymouth’s got it. 

Wind noise is practically nil, either 
with just the quarter windows open, or 
with the front door windows down also. 
The quarter windows serve to deflect wind 
appreciably from the rear seat passengers. 


is : ae ws! ‘ 


Of prime interest here is 55 Plymouth’s wide, low-set power brake pedal, designed 
for right- or left-foot use. Note gauge at upper right, panel-mounted gearshift 
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Wide-opening doors provide cut-away-like view; passenger’s 
leg room. toe-space are good when front seat moves rearward 


With noise cut out from one course, it 
seems to draw attention to another one: 
the tar strips and thumping from rough 
road surfaces, which, however, are not felt. 
Roadability: “The Plymouth corners 
quite sanely and is easily controlled in 
corners at any speed,” we said of the ’54 
car. “Regardless of heel-over, the Plym- 
outh had a particularly good ability to 
keep its tires glued to the road, even in 
severe turns . . . [it] was not abnormally 
affected by car tracks, rutted roads, or 
soft shoulders, thanks to power steering. 
While the ease of power steering may less- 
en driver effort, the same fingertip-touch 
characteristics demand constant attention 
to the wheel, for all road feel or wheel 
fight is lost to the driver. The test car’s 
wheel had poor return coming out of 
turns, and slight correction was needed.” 
To all of these statements, speaking for 
the ‘55 Plymouth, we can add, “Ditto, 
with few exceptions.” Return coming 
out of turns is slightly better, but you 
still have to correct. As a further check of 
this point, we whipped the wheel at 40 
mph, but the car would not return to a 
straight-line course. It seems that road- 
ability would be definitely improved if 
the shocks were stiffer and the springs were 
tied down better; of course, this would 
probably sacrifice some of the soft ride. 
Over rough, or brick, road surfaces there 
is a notable lack of steering wheel vibra- 
tion or shock. Wind wander is quite no- 
ticeable above 70 mph, on up to the car’s 
top speed of 98.4 mph. Nevertheless, road 
control through the traps at this extreme- 
ly high speed was quite good. 

Before we were able to run acceleration 
checks, fuel economy averages, and test 
the brakes, we had to have our instru- 
mentation installed on the test 55 Belve- 
dere. So, from the factory we drove the 
car to Keller-Koch, Inc., Birmingham, 
Mich. Here Rick Keller (son of K. T. 
Keller of Chrysler fame) had part of his 
service crew jump into the task of instal- 
lation. With everything checked out, we 
were on our way to the known level roads, 
for first phase of (Continued on page 62) 
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Here is the first of many responses to 
MT‘s provocative “Operation M.O.P.” 


ELVILLE D. SHINE’S “Mail Order 

Police” idea, presented in the De- 
cember MOTOR TREND, is not as unusual 
as many would believe. In fact such a plan 
has been successful in the little North 
Texas city of Arlington, population 
25,000, for almost a year. 

Arlington lies almost smack-dab_be- 
tween Dallas and Fort Worth, two of the 
largest metropolitan areas in Texas, and 
gets much of the traffic between these two 
cities, plus its own. Abram Street, one of 
the connecting links of U.S. 80 which 
runs through the city, had 14,435 motor 
vehicles in one 24-hour period. Less than 
a quarter of a mile from this street, and 
running parallel to it most of the way, 
U.S. 80 itself had an even greater number 
of vehicles for the same period. 

It follows that in this number of cars 
were a certain percentage of drivers who 
were habitually careless or who, once be- 
hind the wheels of their cars, had the 
idea the traffic laws did not apply to them. 

Arlington recognized this problem and 
its cause, and decided to do something 
before it was too late. 

The city’s guiding fathers called in 
prominent officials from both Dallas’ and 
Fort Worth’s Safety Councils to see if 
these men could help them. 

The officials could and did. An organi- 
zation called the ‘“T-men,” based on sim- 
ilar groups that have been functioning 
very successfully for several years in Dallas 
and Fort Worth, was the result. 

The T-man organization is composed 
of 45 men who have businesses located 
at strategic spots throughout Arlington. 
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By Billy O. Boyles 


When these men spot traffic violators 
running red lights, speeding, or otherwise 
violating the law, they fill out a printed 
two-cent postal card: 


Owner 
Address 
License No............... . 
Traveling N, S, E, W, Time 
DRIVER: 

MALE 

FEMALE 

SPEEDING 

RAN RED LIGHT 
RAN STOP SIGN 
NO HEADLIGHTS 
ONE HEADLIGHT 
NO TAIL LIGHT 
COURTEOUS DRIVER 

VIOLATED PED. RIGHT OF WAY 
TURNED FROM WRONG LANE 
DRIVING WRONG SIDE OF STREET 
IMPEDING TRAFFIC (Road Hogging) 
U-TURN MID-BLOCK 

NO ARM SIGNAL 

WRONG ARM SIGNAL 

Remarks.. eats 
Repeat License No.. 


ee se wes wes we we we SS SU 


T-Man No... 


The T-man mails this card to Chief 
of Police Otto Cribbs, who enters the in- 
formation in his files and mails a letter 
to the offender. 

Each T-man, when he is chosen for the 
select organization, is assigned a number. 
His name is never used, as secrecy is es- 
sential if he is to remain of value. 

One of the proofs that the plan is a 
success is the fact that of the several hun- 
dreds of cards that have been turned in 
up to now, only one man has been re- 
ported twice. The second-time offender 
gets a letter much like the first one. A 
third offense calls for a personal visit to 





the violator by members of the Arlington 
police department. 

The inherent disadvantage of such a 
plan, and this is readily admitted by Chief 
Cribbs, is that some of his T-men might 
be overzealous or even carry grudges 
against some of their fellow citizens, 
human nature being so varied. A very 
close check is kept on the T-men who turn 
in violators in an effort to see if any are 
prone to run for pencil and card without 
sufficient juszification. 

“The purpose of the organization,” 
Chief Cribbs says, “is not to set up vigi- 
lantes, snoopers, or troublemakers. The 
T-men constitute a preventive organization 
to avert trouble for violators.” 

The Chief's comment is borne out by 
the stack of letters from drivers who thank 
him for his calling their attention to their 
violations of traffic ordinances. 

The city won a plaque from the Nation- 
al Safety Council for no fatalities in 1953. 
Arlington had one traffic death in 1954: 
a pedestrian was struck while crossing 
U.S..80 near the east edge of the city. 

This system works well because no citi- 
zens want to be included on the list of 
violators in the Chief's office, and almost 
all of them feel that if the plan may have 
kept someone from béing killed or serious- 
ly injured it is certainly worthwhile. 
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OR YEARS after reading my first 

Steinbeck novel (and being an impres- 
sionable youth then) I'd wondered if 
truck drivers were truly “different.” Were 
they so unlike my (and your) neighbors? 
Were they so tough they chewed nails, 
drove 64 hours straight, and profusely il- 
lustrated their conversation with unprint- 
able four-letter words? Were they rough, 
tough, I'll -ask - for - no- quarter - ‘cause - I’ll- 
give-none drivers? 

Or were they human, after ail? Good, 
careful drivers, courteous to other motor- 
ists? And could the average car driver 
learn something from them? 

What about the legendary truck stops, 
where drivers stopped because the food 
was so good (?), or because of the buxom 
blonde waitress (?), or because there was 


just a lot of parking space next to the res- 
taurant (?). 

There might have been other (and less 
tiring) ways to find the answers to these 
questions that have been plaguing me for 
a long time, but I felt that I'd get the 
most satisfactory answers by making a 
cross-country trip from Los Angeles to 
Chicago by truck. I'd actually ride for 
hour after hour in the cab, eat where the 
drivers did, sleep where they would. To 
lend ad spice, I'd go with the hauling 
line that carries our magazines (MOTOR 
TREND, Hot Rod, and Car Craft) to Den- 
ver — the Illinois - California Express 
(ICX ). I'd continue on with ICX to Chi- 
cago (but with a different cargo). And 
besides (as I was to find out later) I was 
to be in good hands—hands that carried 





the late Ernie Pyle from Denver to Albu- 
querque, N.M., on a similar venture. 

And so, over a hamburger (not at a 
truck stop), Orval James, Fred Comstock, 
and I made the arrangements: when the 
truck would leave, when it would arrive 
at its various destination points, how I'd 
fit in without disturbing the routine, etc. 
A week later I loaded my baggage into the 
back end of the semi, piled into the front 
seat of the tractor (the truck, that is) and 
settled down for a 24-hour haul to Albu- 
querque. While Roy Locke got his sack 
time in the sleeper behind the cab com- 
partment, Marvin Ramsey drove the first 
four-hour leg. 

It didn’t take long to learn that it’s not 
an easy job driving a rig (as the tractor 
and trailer combination is called). And 
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later on this stretch I found this out first- 
hand by driving it myself. You're sitting 
high up in the air and have a huge 35-foot 
trailer rolling along behind you. You look 
down on the road, over the tops of the 
cars ahead of you, over dips that car driv- 
ers can’t see (which is why you can de- 
pend on a truck driver to tell you when 
the road ahead is clear for passing). With 
huge side mirrors, such as on the Ken- 
worth ICX trucks, it’s not too difficult to 
judge distances, but moving the rig around 
and backing it up is something else again. 
That takes skill. 

Another thing that takes skill is shift- 
ing gears. It’s an art in itself, one that I 
didn’t master in the short time I drove 
the tractor. Drivers like Ramsey and 
Locke, and the rest of them, conduct a 
symphony with the engine and transmis- 
sion. On the Kenworth truck (with Cum- 
mins diesel engine) that ICX uses on the 
Los. Angeles to Albuquerque to Denver 
runs, there are five speeds forward in the 
basic transmission (the main box), plus 
another gearbox (the brownie) that has 
underdrive, direct drive, and overdrive. 
These three gears can be used in combina- 
tion with each of the five basic ones, giv- 
ing you a total of 15 speeds forward. 
(Fifth gear is blocked out to prevent the 
trucks from doing over 52 mph, their self- 
imposed speed limit—for safety’s and 
economy’s sake.) On the cab-over jobs 
used between Denver and Chicago (be- 
cause this shortens overall length to meet 
the archaic laws of some of the midwest 
states), there are eight speeds forward, 
provided through four gears with a slow 
and fast ratio for each. 

The trucker drives by his tachometer, 
not his speedometer. If he sees or feels 
that the engine rpm will fall off to below 
about 1800, he’ll downshift into the next 
higher gear around 2200 rpm. This is be- 
cause diesel engines are much more criti- 
cal of under- or over-revving than gaso- 
line engines. Truck drivers take pride in 
the fact that their particular tractor has 
300,000 miles on it without a major over- 
haul. Mileages of 500,000 are not uncom- 
mon. ICX equipment is kept in top shape. 





Nearby fuel stop is an attraction to drivers, but lack of long- 
haul rigs at eating place is good reason to try another stop 
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The réasons are apparent: better-running 
trucks are more economical, and a tractor 
broken down on the road can be a real 
menace and isn’t making any money. 

Handling one of these rigs takes lots of 
doing. Some trucks have power steering, 
but most don’t. You bounce around quite 
a bit, particularly if the tractor is torsion- 
bar suspended (one of the three I was on 
had torsion-bars ). Talk about your sports 
car “carriage ride”! If you want to find 
out how rough a road is, drive over it 
in one of these rigs. Of course, this all 
tires you out, so you're happy to jump 
into the sack when it comes your turn. 
Scmetimes you're not too tired and you 
sit up’awhile. One driver told me that he 
has to watch his diet, because driving for 
five to six hours, then sleeping for the 
same length of time, makes him gain too 
much weight. 

This system of relief driving explains 
why a company like ICX can move cargo 
from Los Angeles to Chicago in 66-67 
hours. If one man had to do it, it would 
be an almost impossible task. On the 
sleepers, two drivers will take the rig 
to Albuquerque from Los Angeles, drop 
off the trailer, pick up another one and 
return to L.A. In the meantime, two driv- 
ers who have brought a rig from Denver 
to Albuquerque attach the Chicago-bound 
trailer to their tractor and take it to Den- 
ver. Here two drivers from Chicago repeat 
the process. In all, the trailer has been 
towed the 1823-mile distance by three 
tractors and six drivers at an average 
speed (including gas and rest stops) of 
27.6 mph. 

Of course, all trucking companies don’t 
use the relief, or sleeper, method of haul- 
ing freight. The majority of them will 
ship cargo in one trailer that is kept mov- 
ing by different drivers who will drive 
from eight to 10 hours, then lay over for 
eight hours, while another driver takes 
over. (It may take as many as eight driv- 
ers to move the same rig from Chicago 
to Los Angeles.) The first driver will then 
spell another driver who stops in the same 
town for his rest. Whatever happens, 
though—rain, snow, rough weather—the 





For contrast, here’s a road stop which rates high on drivers 
lists. This means parking facilities, good food and service 
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rigs are kept moving. Naturally, speeds 
are reduced, and in snow, sanders are used 
for the tractors (although chains are not, 
since they would slow up the operation too 
much). They have to keep rolling; the 
nearly 10 million trucks in this country 
haul an annual 240 tons of freight per 
family in the United States. 

After living with six-drivers (who ICX 
assured me were typical of their, and 
other major companies, entire driving 
staff), I have one definite impression: 
they’re not uncouth, tobacco-spittin’ iron 
men of the highway as they’ve been er- 
roneously presented. I can’t vouch for all 
the over-five-million truck drivers in this 
country, but on the basis of what I saw 
(the drivers I rode with, the truckers I 
saw in truck stops across the country), 
I'd definitely say that they aren’t so tough 
that they bite sows’ ears just to hear them 
squeal. Nor are they so crude they eat 
pig’s knuckles and chew tobacco at the 
same time, wiping their greasy hands on 
their pants. Nor do they drive so long 
that they have to consume gallons of 
black coffee and boxes of No-Doz to stay 
awake when they should be sleeping. 

On the whole, they’re well-mannered, 
intelligent men who'd rather make a liv- 
ing driving a rig than they would be 
working in a foundry or aircraft factory. 
Several of the drivers with ICX are col- 
lege graduates, and a good number have 
had academic training of one sort or an- 
other. It’s a decent, livable wage that they 
make and although the working hours 
aren't ideal for a family man, there are 
many of them who are family men, and 
doing quite well at it. They spend about 
three out of seven days at home. 

Drivers no longer even look the part of 
the popular misconception of truck driv- 
ers. The six drivers I rode with might 
have come from any walk of life: one 
out of six might have been taken for a 
truck driver, but only if you saw him 
next to a truck or with his uniform; he 
could have been a mechanic or some other 
type of worker as well. Of the other five, 
one might have been taken for a factory 
worker or a gardener, one could have been 
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This is what a town looks like from the 
vantage point of a truck driver’s seat 


an accountant or a teacher, another a bank 
clerk or store manager, one a farmer or a 
cook, the other a salesman. You can see 
they come from all walks of life. 

As a rule, truck drivers are courteous 
and thoughtful on the road. You'll see 
them stop to lend assistance in case of an 
accident, unless it’s obvious that someone 
else is taking care of the injured. You'll 
see them help a stranded motorist, where- 
as other motorists will drive on by. One 
incident I witnessed: a motorist was stand- 
ing behind his car ( with his wife and child 
plainly visible inside), waving an empty 
gasoline can at other motorists. (What he 
obviously wanted was a lift to town to 
get some gas.) None of them stopped. A 
truck driver, seeing that no one else was 
going to heed the plea, stopped and of- 
fered his assistance. 


Tachograph permanently records speed, 
time, stopping -periods, overall mileage 


It’s not only in the daytime that they 
help; if you’re stranded beside the road 
at night, they'll stop, even though they 
may be taking a chance. Some of them 
even make it a standard practice to shoot 
their spotlight on cars parked on the 
shoulder, sometimes to the occupants’ 
obvious embarrassment. 

Amongst truck drivers there’s a terrific 
camaraderie, rivaled only by that of the 
early-day (postwar) sports car owners. 
They seldom meet another truck without 
waving at the driver, or signaling with 
their driving lights. Driver Len Edgington 
explained it, “I’ve been driving, and wav- 
ing, for the past 14 years, although the 
waving has become more pronounced in 
the last six or seven. If a driver doesn’t 
wave, it’s because he’s new or lazy. We do 
it because we may know the other guy, 


1. When you want to pass a truck, but 
don’t see your way clear, wait. “Be a lit- 
tle patient,’ says driver Fred Hubbard, 
“and wait for the driver to give you the 
sign that it’s okay to pass. He can see into 
dips and down the road clearer than you. 
He'll signal by hand or may blink his 
left turn signal. Just be certain in the latter 
case that there’s no crossroad ahead.” 


2. Do no passing over the double (or yel- 
low) line and on blind curves. “I had to 
take to the ditch once,” driver Marvin 
Ramsey recounts, “to avoid hitting a car 
loaded with kids that was on the wrong 
side.” (He showed me the deep ruts where 
it took hours to dig out the truck). 


3. If you have to pull off the side of the 
road for any reason, be certain to leave 
plenty of clearance for traffic to get 
around you. 
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Telltale machine punches hole when 
opened, keeps record on circular disc 


and even if we don’t, we may get to know 
him.” It gives you a good warm feeling. 

Drivers would like to have the stigma 
of “accident-causers” and “traffic-hold- 
er-uppers” lifted from them, and feel it 
would be possible if the motoring public 
would be more broadminded. “All mo- 
torists aren't condemned because of a few 
bad drivers, so why should we be?” asks 
driver Jack Buhr. “Yet, anytime there's 
an accident on the highway and a truck is 
parked nearby, someone’s bound to blame 
the truck driver. We'd feel a lot more 
kindly toward motorists if they’d be just 
a little more discerning.” 

In general, the attitude of truck drivers 
on major line companies like ICX toward 
motorists, even those who drive foolishly, 
is one of tolerance. They expect motorists 
to cut in, to take foolish chances, to pass 


FROM 


4. Don’t follow too closely behind the 
truck, or car, in front. You'll be able to 
pass better if you're already accelerating 
by the time you start around. 


5. Drive at a steady speed; you'll make 
much better time and save your car, too. 
Driving too fast will tire you out and 
make it necessary to stop more frequent- 
ly. “On the run from Chicago to Denver,” 
says driver Bob McCoy, “we notice the 
same cars passing us up 10 to 12 times.” 


6 Slow down on ice, particularly when 
you're going up or down a grade, or round- 


ing a turn. If you skid, turn into the skid, 
slow down, and don’t apply the brakes. 


7 Watch for slick spots immediately after 
a rain has begun. This is the time when 
the “slime” and “oil spots” haven't been 
washed off the roadway yet; they can 
easily throw you out of control. 
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Truck’s cargo includes MT magazines, 
pil drilling equipment, Editor’s suitcases 


where they shouldn’t. Sure, they'd like 
o see them all be as good drivers as they 
eel their fellow truckers are. They have 
heir pet peeves, too, along with some 
vords of wisdom. The average motorist 
would do well to listen to a few of them. 
(They’re in the adjoining box. ) 
Probably the most-often-asked question 
pn the subject of trucks is, “Just how 
wood are truck stops?” My answer to that 
question, and it’s not meant to be flippant, 
is, “As good or as bad as the truckers will 
allow.” Why drivers stop where they do 
is wrapped up in a variety of reasons: It’s 
2 good place for a changeover of drivers; 
here’s a gas station with the cafe, so they 
an get any kind of service they need 
hile they’re eating; there’s lots of park- 
ing space alongside or close by; they like 
he food; the restaurant owner may allow 


Panoramic view of the Denver Terminal, which is the main junction point of ICX. 
Here the tractors drive in, unload trailers, switch over to new cargo for next run 


truckers a discount or treat them with 
favoritism otherwise; the waitress is con- 
genial (but never once did I find the 
buxom blonde! ). 

Truck stops are not all alike. Most of 
them are clean, if not modern. Others 
appear to have been alongside the high- 
way since when it was first graded. The 
food, in general, is good. Not exceptional, 
never bad. It has to be good; if it isn’t, 
word will soon get around among the 
drivers and the business will be dead. I 
can’t, however, unequivocally recommend 
every truck stop, particularly because some 
sharp restaurant owners are now labeling 
their hash houses “Truck Stop” to get the 
tourist trade. You have to pick and choose, 
and sometimes you'll get burned. 

In the midwest states, restaurant own- 


ers seem to cater more to truckers than 


they do farther west. In one place we 
stopped there was a sign on a wall saying, 
“COFFEE WAS, IS, WILL BE 5¢.” And 
can you imagine getting good bacon and 
eggs, plus two cups of coffee for 61 cents? 
Particularly when in a comparable res- 
taurant down the road, the same thing 
cost $1.06?! 

Truck operators and owners have their 
problems. Their biggest one, says ICX 
Denver Terminal Manager Clyde Hamil- 
ton, is “ . acquainting the public with 
the fact that trucking is an industry—the 
second largest in the country. All truckers 
aren't perfect, but motor carriers of gen- 
eral commodities like ICX (who carry 
everything but fresh foods and money ) 
see to it that their trucks and drivers are 
tip-top. Some of these itinerants (private 
owners who hire (Continued on page 50) 


THE TRUCKERS... 


Don't run too long beyond dusk with- 
It turning on your headlights. This, and 
irly morning, are the most: hazardous 

times to drive. 


Dim your lights at approaching traffic. 
You can use their headlights to help you 
see down the road, while at the same time 
you're not blinding them. 


3. In passing a truck at night, first blink 
our lights at him. If he responds by 
linking his trailer lights, you can assume 
t's safe to pass. If there is no response, 
and it looks clear, you can start around 
after blinking your lights again. As long 
as he doesn’t rapidly blink his trailer 
ights off and on, you can assume that it’s 
safe to pass. Rapid blinking of the lights 
means that there’s some reason why you 
houldn’t pass at that time. No response 
to repeated signals from you means that 


his company has probably banned signal- 
ing to motorists because they may have 
been involved in an accident where the 
motorist blamed the trucker for giving 
him an incorrect signal. Incidentally, after 
you've passed him up, you might blink 
your lights at him in thanks. 


4. Other signals that truckers use among 
themselves that you may have reason to 
know about sometime: Headlights off and 
on once means he wants to pass. Head- 
lights off and on twice (day or night) 
means caution—there’s something back 
down the road you should watch out for. 
Headlights off and on three times (day or 
night) means he’s asking the other driver 
to stop—it’s an emergency. If you see a 
truck’s spotlight pointed up into the sky, 
or if it’s blinking off and on rapidly, give 
him all the room you can. The driver is in 
trouble, like riding out failed brakes. 
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Keep Your Headlights/0! 


By Al Kidd NTRODUCTION of the new sealed. 
beam headlights in January MT high§ ~ 
lighted their advantages; but we prom. 
ised you a follow-up on aiming them, s0 
here’s an illustrated “do-it-yourself.” 

It’s important to be exact in all meas. 
urements and painstaking in the actual 
aiming; the manufacturers say that af 
error of half a degree in focusing result 
in a five-foot misalignment 600 feet ahead, 

Find a level spot to park your car, and 
have a flat wall (a garage door will do) 
on which to mark off the aiming spots 
The car should be exactly 25 feet from 
the wail (measured to the headlight lens ),§/Measu 

After marking off a horizontal guidefitance | 
line (sighted and aligned from alongside 
the car) 36 inches from the ground, find 
the distance from the ground to the cen 
ter line of the headlight lens. Subtra 
this distance (in the illustration at boul 
tom left it’s 32 inches) from: 36; add td 
this the two-inch “aim specification” fo 
the new lights. The total (in this cas¢ 
six inches ) is the distance below the guid 
line where you'll mark your horizont 
aiming line. Next, find the distance be 
tween the centers of the headlight lensegi 
and transfer it to align with the verticaliges 
centerline marked on the wall. When it’s 


Place yardsticks along side of car and sight across top of sticks; helper marks dark enough to check properly, get “on 
height on wall with chalk or tape. Do this on both sides of car, join marks with line target,” and “zero in.” 
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Ad justi: 


Sight through rear window along hood ornament to locate car’s center line on wall. Find height of headlight centerline from 1 
ng pla 


It may be necessary to measure rear window and windshield and mark the centers the ground. Recheck all measurements 
§ 


ee 











DEPTH OF HEAD. 

LAMP AIMING LINE 
MARKED ON WALL 
BELOW GUIDE LINE 


AIM SPECIFICATION 
at 25 fT 





24 





HEIGHT OF 
HORIZONTAL 
GUIDE UNE 


37 
5 FROM GROUND 


CENTERLINE 
OF HEADLAMP 
FROM GROUND 





















Subtract light’s cen‘erline from 36, add Upper line is guide line sighted-in with yardsticks along sides of car; lower linePide-mo 
two inches to answer for aiming height is horizontal aiming line. Obiong marks are height guides marked on wall by helperfrizont 
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5 i} | the Beam Nash photos by Harold Karpinski 


Measure between centers of headlight lenses, divide this dis- Headlight width is marked with vertical line on horizontal 
tance and mark it on each side of centerline of aiming line aiming line. All measurements must be as exacting as possible 


howe eS aed 


Final target marks (pointed out by yardsticks) must be dis- When it’s dark enough to work, cover one light, begin adjust- 
inct. Horizontal reference line can be removed from wall ment. Out-of-focus light will look something like this on wall 





Adjusting top screw of headlight mount- By backing off on adjustment screw of headlamp mounting rim, the light pattern will 
ng plate raises or lowers light beam fall to pre-measured horizontal aiming line; horizontal adjustment is next step 


linePide-mounted adjusting screw controls On target, light beam will have brightest spot concentrated on cross-mark. Replace 
orizontal movement of light’s beam headlight rim, cover light, and repeat adjustment procedure with other headlight 
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FOR WHOM THE ROAD TOLLS 


O THE MOTORIST suffering from 

battle fatigue after fighting with con- 
gestion, crossroads, billboards, and stop- 
lights, the new expressways treading across 
the country seem better than a rest cure. 
Considerable mileage of these roads is 
being financed by tolls. 

“Sure, they cost money,” the motorist 
concedes, “but think of the savings in 
wear and tear on my car and myself! Any- 
time I can get where I’m going in hours 
less—sometimes half the time—lI’m ready 
to pay for it. 

“Look at these new turnpikes: Four 
lanes divided. No sharp curves or steep 
hills. When the speed limit says 60, I 
can almost average 60. That’s the kind 
of highway we've needed and hoped for.” 

He’s emphatic in his feelings; he and 
millions of others like him. They have 
made a spectacular success of recently 
built toll roads (the New Jersey Turn- 
pike, for instance, is carrying a load it 
hoped to reach by 1975!) and have set off 
a rash of plans and projects for new 
roads and super-roads. 

Originally, toll roads were limited strict- 
ly to the heavily populated East, where 
motorists found themselves-crawling from 
city to city. But now the idea has spread; 
turnpikes are under construction, or on 
the drawing boards, in many sections of 
the country, from Florida clear across to 
the Pacific Northwest. More than _ half 
the 48 states, when you add them up, are 
in the turnpike business or have passed 
the necessary legislation to get themselves 
into it as soon as possible. 

To put it another way, toll highway 
mileage back in 1940 was 347. We had 
then the Overseas Highway to Key West 
(122 miles), the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
(161 miles), Merritt Parkway in Connecti- 
cut (39 miles) and parkways in New 
York’s Westchester County (25 miles). 
But by 1950, the total had reached 554 
miles; by 1952 it was 756, and by the end 
of 1954, according to a survey of the 
American Automobile Association, it was 
over 1400. 

Some have predicted that there may be 
another 10,000 miles or more of toll 
roads in the next decade—a very sizeable 
segment of our country’s highway net- 
work, but this will depend in large meas- 
ure on methods adopted to finance Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s $50 billion road pro- 
gram which has been proposed. 

But will they cure the country’s high- 
way ills? Undoubtedly, even if all the 
tcll road projects under consideration 
could be financed and built, they would 
still make up only a small part of the na- 
tion’s more than three million miles of 
streets and highways. As some experts 
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ILLINOIS: 





point out, toll roads are providing some 
sorely needed traffic arteries, but the prin- 
cipal answer must come from a vastly 
stepped-up program of free highway con- 
struction, using modern techniques. 

Another ‘serious point made by some 
long-time better road advocates is that 
motorists could buy more highway miles 
tor their dollars if they would bear a gas- 
oline tax increase, rather than pay tolls 
on bond-financed highways. 

On the other hand, toll road supporters 
note that construction of free highways 
has lagged sadly and that toll roads, 
built without tax dollars, are filling some 
gaping holes in the highway picture. 

Do toll-road motorists save money as 
well as time? There is, to be sure, the 
toll charge, running from one to three 


: East-West Turnpike (open 1957), 149 miles 
North Illinois Turnpike (open 1957), 80 miles 
Old National Trail Turnpike (open 1957), 154 miles 
Tri-State Turnpike (open 1957), 57 miles 
indiana Turnpike (open 1956), 156 miles 


WEST VIRGINIA: West Virginio Turnpike (Beckley-Princato) : 
oe ‘4 





By Michael Frome 


Travel Editor, American Automobile Association 





cents a mile. On the other hand, experts 
estimate a saving of about two cents 4 
mile by driving on a freeway. 

Being able to travel without stopping 
and starting surely helps. An Iowa study 
showed that a single stop and start on an 
ordinary road uses up as much rubber as 
a mile of normal driving and as much gas 
as two city blocks of normal driving. 

A California study covering the express- 
ways in the Los (Comtinued on page 51) 
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CONNECTICUT: Merritt & Wilbur Cross Parkways, 67 miles, 10¢ NEW JERSEY: New Jersey Turnpike*, 117.6 miles, $1.75 


































Fairfield County Thruway (open 1957), 129 miles Garden State Parkway, 165 miles, $2.25 
Windsor Locks-Enfield*, 3 miles Bordentown Exchange (open 1956), 6 miles 
MAINE: Portland-Augusta Maine Turnpike (open 1955), 66 miles Jersey City Expressway (open 1955), 8.1 miles 
Kittery-Portland, 47.2 miles, 75¢ East-West Turnpike*, 59 miles 
Augusta-Fort Kent*, 350 miles Garden State Parkway (extension to New York Thruway)*, 
MASSACHUSETTS: Weston-West Stockbridge (open 1955), 38.3 miles 8 miles 
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Seabrook-Portsmouth, 14.7 miles, 20¢ NEW YORK: Saw Mill River & Hutchinson River Parkways, 
Nashua-Concord (open 1955), 38.3 miles 26.3 miles, 20¢ 4 
Portsmouth-Rochester (open 1957), 23.5 miles New York Thruway, 427 miles, 1/a¢ per mile ua 
Thruway extensions*, 135 miles 
RHODE ISLAND: M husetts-C ticut link*, 40 miles 
\ MINNESOTA 
N. DAKOTA 
H 
BISMARCK 
F H 
1] 
r WISCONSIN 
/ 
ST. PAUL 
pa MINNEAPOLIS Of 
i ‘QD 
| a 
° eS 
a SIOUX FALLS pn 
Nec ste 
NEBRASKA \ DES 
‘ + OEXXE “3 
. <ie 
OMAHA e ¥ < wes H 
° 
LINCOLN \ a 
MISSOURI { 
i. ‘anette — -, 
KANSAS CITY : * aero! ‘ 
_——_. TON 
ST. LOUIS 9 ao OLEXING \ 
‘ 
~ x 
4 » 
fam ie 
o - eS ae 
ee | NASHVILLE , 







Z3 te 
s. CAROLINA i” 
“y omen BIA 
‘a TLE ROCKo - \ 
~“ i © ,TLANTA -— 
: sano AA 


H 
' 
LOUISIANA \ i JACKSON | 
1 
1 


\ 


TEXAS 


wet 


‘ \ NS Racor 
) L = / -_— FLORDIA 
1 
; > 
4 NEW? 
SAN & ORLEANS ») 
ANTONIO & A } 
LL susan’ : 
ky x 
Ay 4 
9 f/4 FLORIDA: Buccaneer Trail, 17.5 miles, 50¢ “4 
I Sunshine State Parkway*, 110 miles 's 
Ti GEORGIA: Cartersville-Valdosta*, 110 miles miami é 
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Pp) fF iis 
MT RESEARCH road test 


Eye-level view of right rear fender shows 
how high fender line aids close-quarters 
maneuvering. All-around vision is good 


Trunk’s capacity is hampered by high 
sill (result of gas cap placed behind 
license plate) which complicates loading 
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Roadability, handling, gener, 


responsiveness—all a; 
top Ford poini 


Introduced into low-price class by t 
°54 Ford, ball-joint suspension allo 


confident, controlled hard cornering 


By Don MacDonald 


E’VE JUST FINISHED 14 days 

and 1400 miles behind the wheel 

of a new Ford Customline V8 and en- 
joyed most every minute of it. Why the 
exceptionally long time and high mileage? 
The answer is simply that it’s winter in 
the Midwest, and rain, sleet, and snow 
pour down on you by the bucketful. Al- 
though this delayed acceleration runs and 
other checks that require dry pavement, 
it gave us a good idea of what the 
Ford will do under conditions not normal- 
ly encountered in MT Research road tests. 
If you’re thinking of a new Ford—per- 
haps a Fairlane, or a Mainline Six—you'll 
get the essential data from this test. Later 
in the model year we'll give you driving 
impressions on the Six, now a livelier car 
than before (with 120 horsepower) and 
of course a better economy potential than 
the V8. If high performance isn’t your 
dish of tea, but good handling and bal- 
ance are, you may like it even better than 
its big brother. At the other end of the 
price scale is the brightly glamorous Fair- 
lane, and it of course has even more soup 
than the car tested here, having 182 hp, 
dual exhausts, a four-barrel carburetor 
and a taste for nothing but premium fuel. 
Driver’s Seat: When you first climb into 
your new Ford, you face what is in our 


opinion the top instrument panel in th 
“popular” price field. We say this not fro 
esthetic appreciation alone, but due to if 
exceptional readability, might and da 
The eerie bits of ectoplasm that floatel 
across the 54 windshield have now be 
laid to rest by lowering and flattening th 
speedometer’s bubble top. Even secondam 
controls, such as heater and lighter, a 
identified by illuminated markings simi 
to those Ford pioneered four years agi 
Directions on the more-than-adequatt 
heater are admittedly confusing the fin 
day or so, but you soon check out on th 
control. A feature well worth mentioning 
(after over 1000 miles of bad weat 
driving) is the handy cowl-suspended ped 
al for the optional windshield washe 
The washers themselves are so placed 0 
the hood that they accurately squirt ¢ 
windshield at any speed. 

Not so good are Ford’s windshield wip 
ers, which cover so little area that af 
advantage from the new wrap-around # 
less than useless on a wet and dirty day. Tht 
worst blind spot is in the center, as show 
by photo on page 34. Another presumabll 
unforeseen problem which we have no 
in all cars that have the wrap-around wind 
shield and resulting squarish “ventipaneé 
in the front door is excessive leakag 
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(Determined on Clayton chassis dynamometer. 
All tests are made under full load, which is 
similar to climbing a hiil at full throttle. 
Observe hp figures not corrected to standard 
"atmospheric conditions.) 

51 road hp @ 1800 rpm and 30 mph 
57 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 38 mph 
68 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 52 mph 
Max. 75 road hp @ 2900 rpm and 61 mph 





TOP SPEED 


‘{in miles per hour over surveyed 1/-mile.) 


Fastest one-way run 95.9 
Slowest one-way run 94.8 
Average of four runs 95.2 


Photos by 
Bob MacKenzie 


Nose-down during a panic stop is about average; even after repeated stops like this one, brakes would not fade out 


when the pane is cracked open for venti- 
lation and dehumidifying. As far as we 
know, Rolls-Royce is the only manufac- 
turer to tackle this problem, and they 
solved it with an accessory that could cost 
no more than 10 cents in mass production. 
All it amounts to is a triangular piece of 
clear glass (or Plexiglas) pasted high-side- 
forward onto the outside bottom of the 
ventipane. It works effectively, and we 
suggest it to all in the hope that arrange- 
ments can be made to allow more people 
than just R-R owners to benefit. 

This ventipane leakage, on U.S. cars if 
not Rollses, results from the fact that 
fain water wraps just as eagerly around a 
deep curve as does the scenery. An even 
more astonishing by-product is the lapful 
of water you may receive on opening your 
door on a wet day. 

Steering: Our test car had standard steer- 
ing; this year it’s definitely on the stiff 
side for city driving and parking, but a 
delight on the open road. You feel what is 
going on between the wheels and the 
highway. The car tends to counteract any 
tendency of the driver to overcontrol go- 
ing into a corner. A non-engineering ex- 
planation for this might be that the car 
always wants to straighten itself out. 
While not recommended practice, you can 
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TEST CAR AT A GLANCE 
‘55 Ford V8 Customline with Fordomatic 


(General specifications on page 62) 


ACCELERATION 

(In seconds, checked with fifth wheel and 

electric speedometer.) 

Standing start Y-mile (74 mph) 19. 
0-30 mph 
0-60 mph 1 
10-30 mph 
30-50 mph 
50-80 mph 


Suwha 
ONWUaW 


~ 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 

(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speed- 
ometer.) 

Car speedometer read 33 @ true 30 mph 
50 @ true 45 mph 
66 @ true 60 mph 
81 @ true 75 mph 
102 @ top speed 


even whip the wheel of the Ford at 60 
mph, let go, and it will straighten itself 
out with no protest. 

Handling: Although the 55 Ford has an 
entirely new chassis and suspension, it has 
lost none of the qualities which made last 
year’s model our top-handling road-test 
car. We are not sure that Ford will once 
again rate best this year (because some 
other cars have made dramatic improve- 
ment in this category); nevertheless, we 
don’t know of a curve in this country that 
would cause the driver discomfort if tak- 
en at posted, repeat posted, speeds in this 
car. Passengers will be comfortable after 
a short orientation course puts them at 
their ease. Chassis changes show up best 
during severe cornering, as the rear end 
does not seem as light as in the 54 model. 
The new one provides a definite compro- 
mise between the extremes of oversteer 
and understeer, as Walt Woron pointed 
out in “Driving Around” two months ago. 
Also worth complimenting is Ford’s sta- 
bility at high speeds. It felt very good 
during our timed top speed runs (averag- 
ing actual 95, speedometer 102 mph), a 
quality you may never need but which 
you can be sure translates itself down 
through the speed range. Wind wander 
has been abolished for good, a fairly diffi- 





FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flow- 
meter, fifth wheel, and electric speedometer. 
Mobilgas Special used.) 

Steady 30 mph 18.5 
Steady 45 mph_ 17.4 
Steady 60 mph 14.0 
Steady 75 mph 10.9 

Stop-and-go driving 
over measured course 11.9 
Tank average for 1386.1 miles 13.4 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electri- 
cally actuated detonator.) 


30 mph 33 
45 mph 82 
60 mph 178 





cult trick in a car of this light weight. 
Ride: Ford’s new ride is more on the firm 
side than ever. In town at traffic speeds, 
it feels stiff enough to remind one of a 
conventional car with “export” springing, 
but it is by no means uncomfortable. At 
highway speeds, the suspension neatly 
smooths out all but major irregularities, 
as any little Lincoln should. Although you 
will feel road shocks, insulation from any 
sound due to them is excellent. In the 
other car tested in this issue, you definite- 
ly heard every tar strip in a cement high- 
way, but you didn’t feel it—what’s your 
choice in the matter? 

Acceleration: In this department, Ford’s 
family V8 (162 horsepower) with Fordo- 
matic seems to be third in its field, but 
feels better than that. Still, the difference 
is so slight (from 0-60 mph, Chevy takes 
12.5 seconds, Plymouth 13.5, and Ford 
14.5—all with equivalent transmissions 
and engines) that certainly part of it 
could be attributed to the normal differ- 
ence between equivalent production cars 
of the same make. Our average figure 
(culled from 10 “fifth-wheel” runs, half 
east, half west) jibes closely with the 14.1 
seconds we got-in an impression test of an 
overdrive-equipped °55 Ford (MT, Dec. 
*54). One would expect a stick-shift job 
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Advantages of 1955 Ford’s new wrap-around windshield are soon forgotten in 
bad weather, when ineffective wipers leave blind spots at center and at sides 





Wide-opening Ford doors ease some- 
times-awkward problem of entry and exit. 
Driver clears windshield cut-back easily 


to be faster than an automatic box, pro- 
viding engines are equal. In any event, 
Ford’s “Trigger Torque” power will more 
than cover up an occasional error in pass- 
ing judgment—vital acceleration in the 
passing range (50-80 mph) is a good 30 
per cent better than last year’s car, and 
it was no slouch in its class. 

Revamped Fordomatic: This automatic 
is easy to control with the new illuminated 
quadrant mounted on the instrument pan- 





Little Judy Unwin isn’t looking out for 
traffic. but the Ford’s driver can see her 
through wide-angled glass area at sides 


el. Full throttle will automatically start 
you out in LOW range and will let you 
drop back to LOW at speeds up to 18 mph, 
making it unnecessary to move the se- 
lector lever except when needed for moun- 
tain driving and deceleration. We could 
find no material difference in our accelera- 
tion figures, using both methods. Our one 
complaint is a minor one and may be due 
to the viscosity characteristics of the 
transmission fluid used in the test car. 













After soaking up the cold from standing} 
out all night, our Fordomatic shifted slug-§ 
gishly and noisily for a few miles until ig 
warmed up. When warm, shifts were very) 
smooth both up and down. 
Economy: The increase in horsepower, 
as might be expected, has had an adverse 
effect on gasoline economy. However, the 
bonus in performance will cost you not 
much more than the price of a few car- 
tons of cigarettes for 10,000 miles that 
you drive each year. At a steady 45 mph, 
this year’s Ford gets one less mile per 
gallon than last year’s counterpart. At 3() 
mph, our figure of 18.5 mpg is well over 
three less than last year’s car. 

Despite the new 18 mm “Turbocharge” 
sparkplugs and a factory okay on regular 
gasoline for cars equipped with the stand- 
ard (7.6 to 1) heads, we found it advis- 
able to use Mobilgas Special throughout 
the test to avoid occasional mild pinging. 
Presumably, ideal spark timing gives you 
“trace” knock under full power, but we 
can’t feel sure of full power unless there AID 
is no knock under any condition at fac- blue 
tory-specified settings. The stopwatch fsports « 
seems to validate this argument. tubular 
Brakes: We had no trouble whatever with | (design 
the brakes during the test, and _ they flnglewo 
showed no sign of fade during our very Ja Chry 
severe checks on the slow-downability of [Brown . 
the new Ford. These involve three “pan- Jout 360 
ic” stops each from 60, 45, and 30 mph, Jneto an 
and the routine often necessitates that we }fully sor 
sit by the side of the road between runs |ment of 
while things cool off a bit, but not so with fof the J 
the Ford. Actual stopping distances were Ifom an 
not too much improved over last year’s }yinged 
Ford, but if you will remember, those were fiion, Ca: 
well above average. dimensic 
Details: You may have gathered that we gay ru: 
like the new Ford in motion; we also like lng, an 
it standing still. Young Henry may N0t fis serear 
appreciate this (he'd rather sell Fairlanes ), 
but we feel that the interior trim of the 
second-string Customline matches the var- 
sity so far fielded by competition. The 
vinyl and nylon fabric combinations have 
a richness not usually associated with 4 
workaday car. (Continued on page 62) 








With air cleaner re 
moved, Ford’s ohv V8 
bares most of its com- 


ponents for servicing 


Overhead view of en- 
gine shows neat layout. 
Looking down on en- 
gine compartment: ex WN 
haust manifold, cross- Ill, 
over are hard to avoid 
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AINTED a patriotic red, white, and 
blue, the J. C. Barnes-D. E. Larsen 
es coupe, like the car below, has a 
tubular chassis and a Sorrell SR-100 body 
(designed and produced by Bob Sorrell of 


» Inglewood, Calif.) The car is powered by 


a Chrysler engine (reworked by Ray 
Brown Automotive, Los Angeles) putting 
out 360 horsepower with its Scintilla mag- 
neto and Hilborn fuel injector; the skill- 
fully souped FirePower V8 has a displace- 
ment of 389 cubic inches. A true product 
of the Jet Age, the coupe carries a canopy 
fom an F-86 fighter with Mercedes-type 
winged doors as an unusual added attrac- 
tion. Car weight is 1600 pounds, and body 
dimensions are the same as its black-and- 
gay running mate below— 172 inches 


 flong, and 50 inches high to the center of 


its streamlined top. 





WNED BY Pete Wexler of Chicago, 
Ill, this sports coupe carries the pro- 
duction Sorrell SR-100 Fiberglas body on 
its light, strong, tubular frame. Designed to 
house twin Dodge V8s, the 450-horse- 
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power (610 hp on nitro fuel) coupe has 
moved at well over 200 mph in an im- 
promptu run (on gasoline) at the Bonne- 
ville Salt Flats. Less power and Lincoln 
front suspension make its future for every- 


TRENDS 


IN SPORT CUSTOMS 


By Jim Lodge 


ERIC RICKMAN 










PHOTOS BY TOM MEDLEY 


day use quite bright, qualifying it as a 
docile sports car-street coupe as well as a 
top-flight competition car. The handsome, 
bubble-topped. coupe has a 100-inch 
wheelbase and a 58-inch tread. 
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HETHER the application is on a 

competition or street-use sports car, 
a home-built roadster, or on an American 
production car “sports coupe” (a most lib- 
eral term), rear-end customizing is always 
of interest. Here are a few of the latest 
additions and changes on the scene. Top 
row, left to right: Dave Burgarian’s ’51 
Mercury, using frenched Packard lights; 
Ed Sloan’s 53 Plymouth with form-fitting 
Lincoln lenses; Vincent Ulloa’s 51 Chev- 
rolet with a four-inch frenched-and-flared 
treatment. At left, Tony Benigno’s ‘50 
Oldsmobile coupe makes use of an exhaust 
pipe for a body trim line. Feeding the 
fender stacks is a 360-cubic-inch Olds mill 
running a Herbert roller tappet cam setup. 


Qe 
lights. Buile by Vann’s Auto Body Shop in ~~ “ 


ORDON VANN’'S roadster is a mas- 


terpiece of delicate detail — yet it’s as 
rugged-looking as any home-built or fac- 
tory-built job that we've seen in a long 
time. Its hand-shaped aluminum body rests 
neatly on a Chuck Manning-built tubular 
chassis. Of special interest are its nerfing- 
bar-and-exhaust-pipe rear end treatment, 
and its oddly shaped, flush-mounted tail 
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Berkeley, Calif., the custom-made sports 
car runs a Navarro-equipped '46 Mercury 
engine with a Winfield camshaft. Valued 
at $4200, the 2070-pound car has made 
impressive showings at California's Pebble 
Beach, Golden Gate, and Santa Clara road 
races, and holds a record (sports car class) 
of 117.6 mph on a half-mile strip. 











PHOTOS BY TOM MEDLEY 


N CASE this looks like a nearly stock 
body, take notice of some of the things 
owner-builder Henry A. Rootlieb (Arte- 
sia, Calif.) has done to reduce the sports 
toadster to sports car size: The ’41 Ford 
frame is shortened to a 102-inch wheel- 
base, and the driveshaft is chopped 26 
inches; the '34 Ford two-door sedan body 
lost 22 inches of its top to make the road- 
ster’s new rear deck panel, and the quarter- 
panels and doors were cut 12 inches. Three 
Ford hoods became one, and the cowl was 
widened 10 inches, lowered four-and-one- 
half. The grille shell of Henry’s sports 
custom is from a '35 Ford truck, and the 
bumpers are modified ‘53 Lincoln. Engine 
is a stock 50 Olds, transmission is '41 
Ford. The good-looking roadster has been 
clocked at the Santa Ana (Calif.) quarter- 
mile drag strip at a not-bad 84 mph. 
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OUBLE-TAKES are commonplace in 
Inglewood (Calif.) when Wally and 
Harry Hansen take to the local highways 
and by-ways. Simple in design execution 
and appealing in appearance, their twin 
“Cobra” Fiberglas sportsters are owner- 
built, and at a glance, differ only in color 
(one’s light blue, the other is white ). The 
two cars stand just 36 inches high at the 
cowl, and measure 180 inches in length; 
they're mounted on a 106-inch wheelbase. 
Beneath-the-skin differences add up to a 


compromise well flavored with lively per- 
formance and easy driving. Wally’s Cobra 
is powered by a ’53 Oldsmobile engine 
linked to a Hydra-Matic transmission; sus- 
pension components are also Oldsmobile. 
His 2600-pound car boasts power steering 
and power brakes. Harry’s car is 200 
pounds lighter, gets its go-power from a 
"54 Cadillac engine, and its stop-power 
from Lincoln brakes. This Cobra’s output 
goes to a 3.54 rear axle through a 48 
Lincoln gearbox. 
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LL-AMERICAN is a term that has 
fallen into disfavor in the automotive 
products of recent years, largely because of 
Italian concepts (and general Continental 
styling) being evident in so many efforts. 
But Bill Tritt, producer of the popular 
Glasspar G-2 sports car body, has come up 
with something that’s wholly original — 
the “Ascot,” a classic-like body combining 
the attributes of a new and an old era, yet 
unlike anything produced in either Fiber- 
glas or metal to date. It was a tall order — 
to build a Fiberglas car without the new 


envelope-type body, and yet one that had 
to have the newness that appeals to a pros- 
pect. The car gets sparkling performance 
from a flat-head Studebaker six; it has 
Studebaker A-frames with a transverse 
spring in front, and outrigger-mounted 
quarter-elliptic springs in rear; Houdaille 
torque-arm-type shocks are used all around. 
In completed form, the 1680-pound Ascot 
has roll-up windows, leather (and ex- 
tremely comfortable) upholstery, a neat 
top, “two-suiter” luggage space under the 
spare tire, and marine-type hardwood 
trim. The production model is tentatively 
set up to use Ford ball-joint suspension 
and a four-barrel Ford industrial engine 
of 172 cubic inches. In its favor saleswise 
are an attractive initial cost (a rumored 
figure placed the Ascot in a competitive 
bracket), its low maintenance cost (stock 
components throughout, bolt-on fenders 
and front end) and its fun-to-drive han- 
dling characteristics (wheelbase is only 94 
inches, height is 48 inches with top up, 
tread is 54 inches, and weight distribution 
is an ideal 50-50). 
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HE LIST of those responsible for “Die 
Valkyrie,” shown on this page, is an 

impressive one. It includes Brooks Stevens, 
famed industrial designer; Spohn of Ger- 
many (see “The Saga of Spohn,’ MT, 
Nov. '53); and Irwyn P. Metzenbaum, 
former Cleveland city councilman, whose 
customized Lincoln Continental also ap- 
peared in our pages (Sept. 53). 

Metzenbaum’s Imprex International will 
sell you one for around $10,000, which 
it does not consider expensive because 
“since models are individually prepared to 
the specification of the owner, there is no 
worry about the car becoming obsolete.” 

Presently built on a Cadillac chassis 
(though others will also be used ), the car 
obviously borrows lines from the classics. 
The bold front-end treatment symbolizes 
the supremacy of the V8 in the USS., 
though the long hood would seem to sug- 
gest a more venerable powerplant. Six 
people can ride in supreme comfort on 
Mercedes-type adjustable seats, and the 
weather becomes a matter of individual 
choice with a detachable metal hardtop 
and a folding canvas one. 


— Sanford Markey 
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european 


Improved ’55 Jaguars, Aston-Martins, a new 
minicar, automatic clutches for small fry 










Jag’s “C” (competition) head, externally 
similar to stock type, can be had for an 
extra $150 on new XK-140 sports models 








Borg-Warner automatic transmission, 
now available on all Jaguars, adds new 
appeal to walnut and leather interior 


If you go wild over little “goodies,” a The new coupe has tool kit and spare The prolific sports coupe lover may tuck 
Jag is for you. Deep map pocket and fit-__tire recessed beneath trunk floor. Hefty offspring on new midget seats, or fold 
ted tool case have doubles in left door bumpers and lights add new utility down partition and carry long packages 
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Aston-Martin’s ’55 DB2-4 has also turned 
utilitarian. Molded seats for two extra 
passengers fold flat; the entire back, in- 
cluding window, opens for easy access. 
Six-cylinder, double overhead cam en- 
gine puts out 125 hp. Twelve-inch brakes, 
near-perfect road-holding make car safe 


By Pete Molson 


ATEST DEVELOPMENTS from the 

factories of Europe seem to concern 
the luxury field at one end of the scale and 
barely minimal transportation at the other. 
We were recently privileged to renew our 
acquaintance with Jaguar, that shining ex- 
ample of what the English, with austerity- 
born concern, speak of as “value for 
money.” We drove the ’55 models, and 
were pleased to rediscover the quiet quality 
of soft leather, polished walnut, and a 
multiplicity of little surprises that should 
attract a number of rebels from among the 
ranks of U.S. fine-car buyers. 

The XK-120 has become the XK-140, a 
reference to the speed record that Jag set 
recently on the Jabbeke road in Belgium. 
High-lift cams and new valve porting have 
noticeably upped power on all models, the 
stock engine now being rated at 190 horse- 
power. An optional “C” head, which raises 





Honored (for engineering) name of 
Messerschmitt adorns minuscule tandem- 
seated car of one-man band Vic Hyde 
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newsletter 


the output to 210, can be had on any new 
Jaguar but the Mark VII, and you can 
order any model in the line with either the 
no-creep Borg-Warner automatic (it cuts 
down to the bottom of three ratios auto- 
matically when you want a burst of speed 
from a standstill or low speed) or the top- 
rating Laycock-de Normanville overdrive, 
which you snap in or out with a toggle 
switch and which requires no waiting or 
lifting the foot from the accelerator. 

The roadster shows the least changes: 
they are confined to a new rear treatment. 
The convertible has two new rear seats for 
children and, like the coupe, its rear deck 
compartment can be opened through to the 
passenger compartment for carrying ob- 
jects that wouldn't fit in the earlier model. 
The coupe has the only new body shell in 
the line, for the purpose of accomplishing 
the same feats as in the convertible, and it 


Tiny rear-mounted gas tank thriftily dis- 


miles of driving. Car has rear engine 















has become a handsomer as well as a more 
sensible car in the process. 

Front torsion bars now have a larger 
diameter, making for even more uncanny 
stability, and sundry other changes have 
clearly been aimed at the dollar market: 
they include heavier wrap-around bumpers 
and bigger bumper guards; new U.S.-type 
direction signals; and full-length front 
seats (you can still get bucket seats, which 
we prefer). There’s an oil ignition coil, and 
more powerful headlights with the kind of 
lenses used in Jag’s Le Mans wins (which 
are semi-modestly advertised in plaques on 
the XK models). 

Altogether, as we whooshed along Sun- 
set Boulevard with a little thin sunshine 
warming us through the sliding roof, we 
had to admit that the Mark VII certainly 
has the classic air that our luxury cars do 
not; personally (Continued on page 46) 





With its plastic bubble in place, Messer- 
penses a gallon of fuel for every 45-100 schmitt holds two dry passengers on a 


rainy day, but cooks them when it’s hot 
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A deep red-brown, this Bugatti doesn’t hit you between the 
eyes. Its Graber body has a beauty that is nearly ageless 


Text and photos by Fred Horsley 





T $8000 in 1938 cash, this Type 57 

Bugatti may seem an unlikely candi- 
date for the title of bargain of that year. 
Yet it was as surely a price leader as the 
stripped versions of today’s cars. Ettore 
Bugatti, busily winning at Le Mans in 
1937 and 1939 with this convertible’s 
supercharged counterpart, sold unblown 





57s like this to the relatively underprivi- Q 

leged. Hermann Graber of Bern Switzer- I! 

land, did the unassuming convertible body. T 
It relies on super-fine leather, wood, and Ju 
carpet for an atmosphere of elegance, and SE 
sports a side-saddle occasional seat back of T 
the main one (Hudson tried the same 8 
thing here the year before). Front and rear - 
shocks adjust from the dash. . 

Vivian A. Corradini, a New Jersey tex- 

tile machinery importer, turns his frequent A 

European business trips into hobby jaunts of 

by using them to track down rare and fine de 

. th 


A 160-hp, 183-cubic-inch straight eight with double overhead 


} 
automobiles, just as he did the Bug. 
cams, the engine demonstrates its beauty even to Philistines 
] 


The horseshoe-shaped radiator means just one thing to Bugatti 
lovers: you can have your Ferraris and Cadillacs — this is it! 





Despite the familiar number, even small boys don’t sneer at 
this car. Note semi-sunken spare, flame-type direction lights 





Fel 
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By Robert J. Gottlieb 


QUESTION—I have a 1931 Auburn con- 
vertible cabriolet. Is it a true classic? As 
this model is seldom advertised, does it 
mean that there is little demand or just a 
poor supply? 

Ian S. Harper, M. D. 

Kingston, Ont. 
ANSWER—Y our car is a true classic. 
Demand for this car is great, supply poor. 


QUESTION—My 1933 Model 370-C 
Cadillac has kingpin trouble. Do you know 
of a source of new kingpins? 

Stanley Post 

South Bend, Ind. 
ANSWER—I recall that kingpins from 
other vehicles were easily adaptable to 
your automobile. This model did not give 
too much kingpin trouble. The kingpins 
are mounted on adjustable roller bear- 
ings. Check the bearings and adjustment 
carefully before replacing kingpins. 


QUESTION—I have recently found a 
1933 Mercedes-Benz convertible sedan. 
The car is in fairly nice condition and has 
just undergone repairs. It has a three- 
speed transmission and a split rear axle. 
The owner is asking $325 for it, which 
seems to be fair. Would you please give 
me your opinion on whether I should buy 
it or not? 

Jerry Garbis 

Baltimore, Md. 
ANS WER—OA, brother—why can’t more 
of us claim these interesting “finds”? Your 
description of the car would indicate that 


. this price is a fair one indeed. 


Classic Comments 


QUESTION—I am the owner of a 1950 
Chrysler Town and County Newport. I 
consider this a special interest car. How- 
ever, I would like to hear your views. 

Frank M. Schmidt 

El Segundo, Calif. 
ANSWER—A special interest car is one 
that appeals to its owner for one or sev- 
eral reasons. You must have some reason 
for liking this wood-panelled car and for 
considering it of special interest. It is 
therefore worthy of your care and thought- 
ful attention. 


QUESTION—I own a 1937 Packard 
with a Rollston body. It is not converti- 
ble. Is it a classic? 
John May .- 
Coral Gables, Fla. 
ANSWER—Any Packard with a Roll- 
ston body is a classic. 


QUESTION—I would like to convert my 
1929 Hupmobile coupe into a roadster. 
Any advice would be appreciated. 

Daniel W. Welsh 

Rochester, N. Y. 
ANSWER—Don’t do it. The cost of an 
authentic conversion, even if you do most 
of the work yourself, will greatly exceed 
the ultimate value of the automobile. 
Restore it to its original condition if you 
wish as a special interest car. 


QUESTION—I recently purchased a 1937 
Model K Lincoln, body by Brunn. (a) Is 
this car a classic? (b) Will it lessen the 
value of the car if it is repSainted in 


lacquer? (c) Is there any way to brighten 
the headlights without altering the origi- 
nal design in any way? 

George P. White 

San Francisco, Calif. 
ANSWER—(a) This car is a classic, and 
the berline body is very rare. (6) While 
original paint is desirable, an authentic 
repaint job will not decrease value. It 
may even increase it. (c) Remove the 
headlight reflectors and have them resil- 
vered. Resilvering is inexpensive and the 
lights will be as good as new. 


QUESTION—I am considering the pur- 
chase of a Lincoln Continental. Is a Con- 
tinental still a classic with a converted 
engine? Is the Continental hardtop con- 
sidered a classic? 
Jack Alexander 
Chamblee, Ga. 

ANSWER—Originally collectors main- 
tained that the only Lincoln Continental 
that was a classic was the 1940-41 model. 
This opinion is now changed, and col- 
lectors generally accept any Lincoln Con- 
tinental (including the hardtop) as a 
classic. The Lincoln Continental is a clas- 
sic for one reason only: its outstanding 
appearance. This car leaves much to be 
desired from a dependability and perform- 
ance standpoint. Most Continentals have 
exchange engines because the original V - 
12 did not stand up and was expensive to 
repair. Those with engine conversions nev- 
ertheless remain classic because body ap- 
pearance remains unchanged. It is the 
only known classic which increases in 


COURTESY S. PRESTLEY BLAKE 





There are those who say the classics of 1932, like this finely proportioned Lincoln dual-cowl phaeton, are the best-looking 
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Locomobile, long famous as manufacturers of early steamers, turned to gas cars to defend against the sharper tactics of 
the Stanley twins. The 80-horsepower, double-cowl “Special’’ Series 48 shown here represented $8000 and 2% tons of smart- 


ness when introduced in November, 1922. 


value with a substitute engine. Any other 
classic would decrease in value with a 
substitute engine. 


A. E. Ellsworth, Venice, Calif., a former 
teacher of metal work in the Los Angeles 
City Schools, offers the following sugges- 
tion to Lincoln fanciers: 

This may help in removing aluminum 
heads from a Lincoln. The heads are not 
stuck on the cylinders, but the stud 
nuts have pressed the aluminum into the 
threads of the studs, making an effective 
lock. Take a piece of thin-wall steel tub- 


ing, with one-half-inch inside diameter - 


and approximately six inches in length. 
File cutting teeth, place the tool over the 
stud and cut away the aluminum to a 
depth of one-quarter inch or more, as 
necessary. You can drill a hole through 
the steel tubing to insert a handle. I have 
made a number of these tools for repair 
men, and they have never failed to work. 
And D. Peecher, Tacoma, Wash., knows 
of two local used car dealers handling 
classics and antiques. The prices and cars 
are as follows: 
1932 Auburn V-12 sedan with 1933 
speedster as parts or vice versa, $350 
1930 Cadillac V8 Fleetwood sedan 
(excellent), $395 
1937 Packard V-12 Limousine, $1000 
1934 Lincoln KA Murray sedan, $350 
1934 Packard Super Eight sedan, $350 
1930 Packard Eight Speedster, $395 
1929 Packard Light Eight sedan, $295 


QUESTION—Last month I wrote to you 
asking some questions concerning my 1932 
Chrysler Custom Imperial, Model CH. 
Since that time, the transmission has gone. 
Can you tell me if this transmission ( four- 
speed ) was used in any other car or truck? 
Just in case somebody asks about replacing 
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the cluech facings on this model, you may 
tell him that a Fargo three-ton truck has 
exactly the same facings, Part No. 623886. 
I would really prefer a CL to my CH. Are 
there many about? What is a fair price for 
a CL with a good body? 
Bill Goring 
London, Ont. 

ANSWER—The original four-speed trans- 
mission, as used in your automobile, is 
frequently replaced with a three-speed 
transmission from another Chrysler or 
Dodge. I understand that the ’33 Dodge 
transmission will fit your automobile with 
minor modification and that the transmis- 
sion from the Dodge 1%-ton truck will 
also fit. The CL is a much more valuable 
car from a classic standpoint. Depending 
upon condition, prices start around $300; 
one in restored condition recently sold for 
$2500. Thanks for the information on 
the Fargo clutch facings. 


QUESTION—I would like your comments 
on a 1933 Dodge rumble-seat coupe. Is it 
a classic? What is its value? 

Bob Cooper 

Hartford, Conn. 
ANSWER—The 1933 Dodge coupe is 
not a classic car. It is even hard to classify 
it as a special interest car. lt has no value 
from a classic standpoint and you should 
therefore pay a price for this car that is 
proportionate with the intrinsic value it 
holds for you as an individual. 


QUESTION—I need some help in obtain- 
ing parts and in particular a new carbu- 
retor for a Model T Ford. 

Floyd Rivenburg 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
ANSWER—Write to Lizzies & Henrys, 
1522 Firestone Blvd., Los Angeles 1. They 
specialize in Model T parts. 


Locomobile folded in 1929, after a not-too-successful fling in medium-price field 


QUESTION—A short while ago I located 
a 1918 seven-passenger, six-cylinder Over- 
land touring car. It is unrestored. Is this 
car considered a classic or an antique? 

Jeff Griffiths 

Verdun, Que. 
ANSWER—This car is non-classic, but of 
special interest. It is not quite old enough 
to be a horseless carriage, though it could 
be classified as a veteran or antique auto- 
mobile (depending on your definition of 
an antique car). 


QUESTION—Were any successful front- 
wheel-drive cars built prior to the Cord 
L-29? Is it the front-wheel-drive feature 
that makes the Cord a classic? 
Robert Carroll 
Mobile, Ala. 
ANSWER—Many front-wheel-drive cars 


preceded the Cord. The front-wheel-drive - 


Christie was a successful car built as 
early as 1904. The Ruxton was manufac- 
tured in 1929. The L-29 was patterned 
after the Miller racing car, which fea- 
tured front-wheel drive. There are also 
others. The English Alvis of 1926 had a 
front drive and, of course, the Citroen 
built today features this type of drive 
train, and very successfully, too. 

The Cord drive train is only one of 
many features which make the L-29 a 
classic. Its performance, appearance, and 
handling characteristics all combine to 
make it a desirable car. Low center of 
gravity accounts for its road-hugging 
characteristics and also for its outstand- 
ing appearance (approximately 17 feet 
long and 51% feet high). Proper gear ra- 
tios permit the car to accelerate faster 
than other more powerful models, yet the 
eight-cylinder Lycoming engine only de- 
veloped 125 bp. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 
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CONVERT TO DUAL IGNITION! Use Du- 
al-Point Breaker Plates for a fatter, hotter 
spark! Eliminate high-speed miss, reduce 
point-pitting, plug fouling. Enjoy easier start- 
ing, smoother performance, better gas mile- 
age. Easily installed—use with present coil. 
Chev, Ford, Merc, Linc, $6.50, ppd. Ball 
bearing type, all others, $9.95, ppd. Item #1. 
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A ‘55 ENGINE IN YOUR CAR? Power- 
Thin Gasket (type used on many ’55’s) gives 
surging high-compression power—terrific gas 
economy! Equals milling head about .060”, 
greatly increases compression. Not a “bar- 
gain priced” hand-cut compromiise—precision 
patterned for each make car. Available all 
cars (V-8 pairs same price). Aluminum, 
$4.95 ppd. Copper, $6.75 ppd. Item #4, 
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NEW LIFE FOR TIRED ENGINES! Motor 
use oil like a thirsty diesel—sound like an 
“anvil chorus”? Holt’s Piston Seal will add 
thousands of miles to its life. Just unscrew 
spark plugs and squeeze into holes. Self- 
expanding seal restores compression, reduces 
oil consumption, ends piston slap. Insured by 
Lloyds of London. Treatment lasts up to 
10,000 miles. $4.95 ppd. Item #7. 
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= POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 
s PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 
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MAGNA-POWER | 
DESTROYS ACID 












CUT DAILY DRIVING COSTS! Improved- 
Lifetime porous bronze cylindrical oil filter 
lasts forever—ends costly cartridge replace- 
ments. Much stronger, more filtering area. 
Removes all harmful particles. Can’t soak out 
detergents. Oil lasts longer. 10-year guaran- 


tee! For most cars, $6.95 ppd. Complete with 


housing, $12.95 ppd. Full flow element, $11.95 


ppd. Item #2. 





“BROMO” FOR ENGINE ACIDS. Amazing 
Magna-Power replaces stock drain plug. . . 
through chemistry, it effectively neutralizes 
the 5 gallons of corrosive acids produced ev- 
ery 15,000 miles! Stops 90% of engine wear 
—extends its life up to 150,000 miles. Ends 
need for frequent costly overhaul jobs. Don’t 
use on new cars before 500 miles as it ex- 
tends break-in. $2.95 ppd. Item #3. 
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GET 5,000 EXTRA MILES per tire—safer, 
more accurate steering with “Micro-Lock” 
Spindle Nuts. Make front wheel bearing ad- 
justment 10 times more accurate! 60-point 
micrometric head holds bearing in perfect 
alignment. Saves tires, bearings, brakes, 
eliminates brake squeaks. Easier to install 
than conventional nut! For all cars, $2.98 per 
set, ppd. Item #5. 





CAR RUNNING HOT? Radiator full of rust? 
McRay “Protecto-Rod” rids radiators and mo- 
tor blocks of scale, corrosion, rust. Its copper 
and zine discs set up a galvanic battery ac- 
tion, remove old deposits that solvents and 
flushing can’t touch. Restores full effectiveness 
of a clean cooling system. 10-second installa- 
tion in any radiator. Will not rattle. $1.95 
ppd. Item #8. 





Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 


GANE AIR-JET NEEDLE gives faster pick- 
up, easier starts, up to 25% more gas mileage! 
Precision-drilled air passages supply ideal gas- 
air mixture, prevent carbon formation, cylin- 
der and ring wear from overloading engine 
with raw gas. Filter cap keeps air clean. 3- 
minute installation, 10-day trial. Money back 
if not amazed. Specify carburetor. Order 2 
for dual throat. $1.50 ea., ppd. Item #6. 





















Thick 
white latex “circles” transform your black 
tires into gleaming white sidewalls! New, 
super-strength bonding permanently welds 
Custom Sidewalls to tires. Full instructions 
for easy application. Specify wheel size! 
100% pure white latex; Each $3.25; Set of 4, 
$9.95; Set of 5, $11.95. Item #9, White rub- 
ber sidewalls; Set of 4, $6.95. Item #10. 





1333 46-67 6 9 W 




















Year____ Model No. Cyl $ 
: Full Price Enclosed. 
Address $ 
City Zone State 20% Deposit.Send C.O,D. 



























—NICE CAR— 


IPE it off every nice 
W:: with a $2 Kozak 
Auto Dry Wash Cloth 

* 


and vou will never have 
to hose it. KOZAK will even DRY 
wash a nice car that is so dirty you 


can hardly tell the color of the 
paint. Been doing it for 29 years 
now. For people whose cars are al- 
ways clean. 


This $2 investment will return you 
fifty in car-wash savings. And has 
been so guaranteed to 10 million 
buyers since 1926 


The Original 


KozaK 
Auto Dry Wash 
353 S$. Lyon St. Batavia, N.Y. 














ee ~ 





® KozaK, 353 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 
Please send postpaid at once: 
REG $2 KudAnS 


(mullions use them) 


SUPER $3 KOZAKS 


(lasts four times longer) 
() 1 fer $2 ) 1 fer $3 
7 3 for $5 2 for $5 
( SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3)—$7 value—$5.00 





Enclosed “check | . fw 
Offer limited to Continental U.S.A. 











Prevent theft of hub caps! 


HUB CAP LOCK 

















Ye 4 


with 2 Keys 
Only 
@ Easily installed, prevents 
loss of expensive hub caps 





°a>. 


© Cap securely locks in place, prevents 
tampering with valve stems 
Dealer inquiries welcome 
Order your set of hub cap locks today! Send 
$2.49 (ppd.) for set of 4 caps and 2 keys to: 
KEY KAP COMPANY 
36 Van Cleve St., Dayton 2, Ohio 











FULL PROTECTION! 
THE NEW 
BELL 


“500” 


HELMET 


Write today for 
information! 


Dealer tmquiries invited 


BELL AUTO PARTS, INC. 


3233 Gage Ave., Bell 42, Calif. 
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European Newsletter 


(Continued from page 41) And now, 


swinging from the sublime to a car that is 
anything but ridiculous (though it does 
look a little that way at first), we have re- 
ceived an enthusiastic story from Vic 
Hyde, a one-man band who succumbed to 
the lure of the little Messerschmitt (is it 
a car? A scooter?) while touring Europe. 
He writes: “It has three wheels, tire size 
four by eight, the single wheel in the 
rear. The engine is a one-cylinder two- 
stroke, air-cooled, mounted in rear. Has 
foot clutch (some are automatic), four 
speeds ahead, reverse, six-volt battery in 
two sectionsy radio with headphones. I 
have driven my Messerschmitt 6000 miles. 
What a thrill to drive! Not in a big-car 
sense, but in the feeling of sitting in a 
plane cockpit, with the bark and whine 
of the little engine in back, and the weav- 
ing in and around slow traffic. I can’t af- 
ford a private small plane, but I sure can 
make my dreams realistic!” 

Spain has turned to an economy trend 
in transportation. A trim, green motor 
scooter—the Vespa—is now the latest in 
the Spanish way of life. 

Mostly used by the higher-income 
group due to the price ($423, which is 
more than the average Spaniard makes in 
a year), this handy little scooter has 
proved ideal for the professional man to 
take to the office. 

Enthusiasts have even organized a Ves- 
pa Club, which had a large rally last year 
featuring 718 Europeans on a tour of 
Spain. The Vespa, which weighs only 189 
| pounds and can get up to 45 mph on its 
one-cylinder engine, boasts of 125 mpg, 
which naturally is one of its main attrac- 
tions. The price of fuel in Spain is ex- 
orbitant, but this is no worry for the 
Vespa owner. It uses a mixture of gasoline 
and refined motor oil costing only 66 cents 
a gallon! 

The French Citroen 2-CV, which has 
not noticeably changed appearance- or 
style-wise since its inception, now boasts 
of a two-year waiting period for would-be 
purchasers. The phenomenal demand and 
popularity of this car among the French 
is amazing. Produced primarily for the ag- 
ricultural districts (with bad roads and 


worse drivers), it was jeered at whep 
brought into town by the farmers. But 
now, even though it was dubbed the ugli- 
est car at London’s Earl’s Court Motor 
Show, all of France seems to want one. 

The newest developments are a larger 
engine of 434 cc (25.9 cubic inches), a 
clutch operated automatically by centrif. 
ugal force to give two-pedal (accelerator 
and brake) control in traffic, and an over- 
drive on the all-synchromesh, three-speed 
gearbox. It has a flat twin engine, front- 
wheel drive, and independent suspension 
on all four wheels. 

The success of this car has set manufac- 
turers of other countries wondering wheth- 
er there may be something more to the 
utility car market than they had thought. 

Morgan’s ’55 Plus Four, we found the 
other day, is by no means just another 
sports car on the market. Morgan’s con- 
cessions to the passage of time have taken 
a comparatively radical form this year 
with the adoption of the bouncing engine 
from the Triumph TR-2. This gives the 
needed shot in the arm to make the Mor- 
gan perform along with such cars as the 
Austin-Healey and the TR-2 ‘tself, so in 
picking one for its many novel features 
you don’t have to take anyone’s back talk. 

To begin with, tne Plus Four is still 
very largely handmade. We don’t know 
whether all Morgans are still painted with 
a brush by a solitary old company retain- 
er, as used to be the case, but evidences of 
loving care are everywhere. The Morgan 
rides hard by anyone’s standards, and yet 
its back-, side-, and bottom-fitting seats 
hold you so snugly that you feel little dis- 
comfort. It reminded us of the sterner 
U.S. classics in its road sense. Part of the 
car’s. no-nonsense look comes from its 
two spares. In ease of removal these are 
luxury itself, at least when compared with 
the knuckle-skinning devices on some cars. 
Even the top is handsome in a square- 
cornered way; there’s a complete tool kit 
under the louvered hood; and a pedal on 
the firewall takes care of greasing the 
front suspension and the steering. Our 
choice for No. 1 feature is that you can 
whisk your whole family around in one, 
for at $100 more (making it $2695 at 
ports of entry), there’s a model with a 
full back seat. A convertible will soon be 
available here. —Pete Molson 





| Many of the Morgan’s fine features aren’t apparent to the onlooker: car has pedal- 
controlled lubrication, peppy TR-2 engine, refinements common to hand-production 
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n over EXPERIENCE THE GREATEST MOTORING THRILL OF YOUR LIFE 
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+ alk MODEL M-178 JUDSON SUPERCHARGER 
pa till MOUNTED ON STOCK 1952 FORD V-8 
- 150 
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d with 140 ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 
retain- 130 MORE POWER MPH Unsupercharged Supercharged 
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: = Imagine cutting your acceleration time by 40% ... having thirty-five to fifty more horsepower at your 
95 at command .. . cruising along at a higher average speed with less engine effort . . . having extra power 
vith a when you need it... the engine responding immediately to the touch of your foot on the accelerator. 
jon be The Judson Supercharger with controlled manifold pressure gives you this amazing performance and 
aon surging power in any gear at any speed, smoothly and silently without affecting the reliability of the 
engine in any way. Dependability, starting ease or engine life is not sacrificed. 
A complete installation is available for 1950 through 1953 Ford and Mercury V-8 engines. Everything 
is furnished to make the installation, which can be completed in less than four hours, using standard 
tools. No body or engine modifications of any kind are required. 
A universal kit is available for mounting on engines with a displacement of 210 to 270 cubic inches. 
Join the thousands of owners who are getting improved performance and increased satisfaction from 
their cars by supercharging with Judson. 
EFFICIENT +. DEPENDABLE * SILENT @ EASILY INSTALLED * GUARANTEED 
JUDSON RESEARCH AND MFG. CO. 
CONSHOHOCKEN 17, PENNSYLVANIA 
WRITE TODAY FOR LITERATURE AND INSTALLATION DATA 
edal- DEALERS’ INQUIRIES INVITED 
ction ; ‘ 
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Save Money on Your Taxes this story begins on page 18) 


How to Figure Depreciation on a Car Used for Business 


Figure useful life this way ————~> 
(In @ few unusual circumstances the govern- 
ment allows useful life to be estimated on 


mileage.) 


covered over the useful life of the car. 






If you expect your income to remain constant 
during the life of your car, use the 


STRAIGHT LINE METHOD 


This method is the oldest and easiest to 
compute. The value of the property is re- 


If you require larger depreciation deductions during the first 


Trucks, 


Tractors, trailers 


Assume that a car costs $2500 and has a 
useful life of five years. Divide the cost 
($2500) by useful life (five years), leav- 


or if you expect future income to decrease, use the 
SPECIAL DECLINING BALANCE METHOD 


In the example given above, divide the 
total cost ($2500) (do not deduct sal- 
vage value) by useful life (five years). 
Determine the percentage rate of this 
figure to total cost ($500 is one-fifth of 
$2500, or 20 per cent). Double the rate 
(20 per cent plus 20 per cent equals 40 
per cent). Apply the doubled rate yearly 
against the remaining balance each year 
which is left after subtracting depreciation 


already taken. Using the same figures, you 
would deduct for the first year 40 -per cent 
of $2500, or $1000. (Under the straight 
line method your first year deduction is 
only $500.) The second year you subtract 
$1000 (because you have already claimed 
this amount as depreciation the first year) 
from $2500, leaving $1500, and deduct 
40 per cent of this, or $600. The third year 
you deduct the $1600 already taken as de- 


If you wish to determine your car's salvage value 
at the end of its useful life, use the 


SUM OF THE YEARS-DIGITS METHOD 


This method results in approximately the 
same yearly deductions as the declining 
balance method. It has an advantage, how- 
ever, in that it allows you to determine 
your own salvage value, whereas salvage 
value is automatic under the declining bal- 
ance method. In using this method, add up 
the digits for each year of useful life (use- 
ful life of car was five years, so add 5 plus 
4 plus 3 plus 2 plus 1—total, 15). Figure 
each year’s depreciation rate as a fraction 
determined by the year’s digit divided by 
the sum of digits commencing with the 
largest fraction. In the example given, the 
deduction would be 5/15ths of $2000 
(cost $2500 less salvage value of $500) 
the first year; 4/15ths of $2000 the second 


year; 3/15ths of $2000 the third year; 
2/15ths of $2000 the fourth; and 1/15th 
of $2000 the fifth. 

The mathematically inclined reader may 
wonder how to recover the remaining 10 
to 13 per cent balance remaining under 
the declining balance method. You can: 
(1) abandon it as worthless, or (2) sell 
for any price and take the deduction as 
loss, or (3) switch over to straight line 
depreciation any time during the useful 
life, thus recovering all the cost. 

The immediate fax savings afforded by 
the declining balance and sum of the years- 
digits methods are tempered by the fol- 
lowing important regulations: (1) The 
methods can be applied only by the orig- 


As an example, if your car costs $2500 and has a 
useful life of five years, here’s a 


COMPARISON OF METHODS 





| METHOD 


STRAIGHT LINE | 











 §PECIAL DECLINING BALANCE 
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SUM OF YEARS-DIGITS - 


1 . 7a 
pd $ 500 | $500 
3000 | +600 | 
666 533 | 








Passenger car 
Salesman’s co ————| 
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motorcycles 

















ing a depreciation figure of $500 per year 
for five years. Salvage value is not deducted 


in using this method. 


years, 


preciation, leaving a balance of $900 to 
be recovered, and 40 per cent of this is 
$360. The fourth year you deduct 40 per 
cent of the balance of $540 remaining to 
be claimed and your deduction is $216. 
The fifth year you deduct 40 per cent of 
the balance of $324 and your deduction 
is $129.60, or rounded off it is $130. Note 
carefully that under this method your high- 
est deductions occur in the first years. 


inal user of the property. If it is second- 
hand property, it must be depreciated ac- 
cording to the old law (either straight 
line method or the old special declining 
balance law which was not as favorable in 
that the declining rate could not exceed 
150 per cent of the straight line rate. (2) 
The property must have a useful life of at 
least three years. (3) Original use of the 
property must have begun after 1953. (4) 
The property must have been purchased 
or acquired new after 1953 or its con- 
struction completed after 1953 (where 
construction was started before 1954, the 
increased depreciation rates are applicable 
only to those parts completed after 1953 
and in 1954). 





Years hae tet : 
3 4 5 
$500 $500 | $500 
360 | 216 | 130 
400 267 | 134. 
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(Continued from page 19) want nor does 
it expect money to which it is not entitled. 
Nevertheless, the majority of Americans 
fail to itemize their expenses and make 
proper deductions. Millions of dollars are 
paid needlessly. 

Although this illustrates the possibility 
of saving many dollars per year in taxes if 
a study is made and proper deductions 
claimed, if a deduction for a given year is 
not claimed, due to ignorance or other- 
wise, the deduction is waived and cannot 
be claimed at a later time. A general 
knowledge of the tax laws is necessary and 
this is true even though the scope of this 
article is taxes and automobiles. Here are 
a few examples which will help you: 


“A” gave his nephew a 1946 convertible 
as a gift. He also gave his son two spot- 
lights because his son used his car in his 
work and needed the spots. “A” also used 
his car for several weeks in helping collect 
money for the Community Chest. Are these 
items deductible? 

Although each donation hinges on an 
automobile, you must look to the laws per- 
taining to gifts for the answers. The law 
does not permit a deduction for gifts to 
individuals—it does permit charitable con- 
tributions (up to a certain percentage of 
income ), therefore the cost or value of the 
convertible or spotlights cannot be de- 
ducted, but “A’s” automobile expenses in 
collecting the money for the Community 
Chest would be. 


“B” purchased his car in 1954. Is the sales 
tax deductible? 

Look to the laws pertaining to the de- 
duction of State or City taxes. They are 
generally deductible. “B” can deduct sales 
tax regardless of whether it was paid for 
an automobile, furniture, or clothing. 


“C” purchased his car on the installment 
plan. Is the interest deductible? 

Yes, and so is the interest paid on a 
house mortgage or any other contracts 
entered into. This is true because interest 
is income to the person receiving it and 
he must pay tax on it. 


“D” purchased his car in October, 1953 
on a time basis. Contract balance was 
$1800, interest rate was 12 per cent, and 
the contract was payable in 18 months. W hat 
interest can “D” deduct on his 1954 return. 

A taxpayer can deduct only the interest 
actually paid each year. “D” probably made 
two payments in 1953 and 12 payments 
in 1954. If the interest on each payment 
is $12, “D” should have deducted $24 on 
his 1953 return and $144 on his 1954 
return. The balance of interest paid will 
be deducted on “D’s” 1955 return. The 
same rule holds true for interest paid on 
any other time purchases. 


"R” had an accident with his car in 1954 
and it cost $500 to repair. The insurance 
company paid for the damage. “E” paid 
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the first $50 deductible. While wait- 
ing for a tow truck, someone stole the fog- 
lights from “E’s” car. What can “E” de- 
duct? : 

Look to the laws pertaining to theft and 
losses. “E” was. out $50 for the deductible 
amount paid, hence it is properly claimed 
unless he wilfully caused the accident. He 
can also claim the actual cash value of the 
foglights. 


“F” estimated the life of his car as four 
years and claimed depreciation of $600 
per year for two years. He then traded the 
car in but only received $800 as a trade-in 
allowance. “F” used the car for business. 








; FREE TRIAL! 


Yes, the new Mile-O-Meter 
"Custom" is such a sensational 
improvement in America's most 
popular automotive gauge that 
we want to send it to you — af 
our risk — for a seven-day free 
trial! Send no money — we trust 
you! See for yourself how Gale 
Hall's wonderful new "Custom" 
looks and operates! 

The "Custom" is scientifically 
calibrated to show actual "miles 
per gallon’ for any cor while 
driving! Its other professional 
scales keep a constant check on 
engine condition, and warn when 
minor adjustments are necessary 
to prevent costly repair bills, Its 
precision 0-25 vacuum scale 
makes ‘do-it-yourself’ tune-up 
a ‘'breeze'’' (and Mile-O-Meter's 
sensational ''Dashboard Manual" 
shows you how!)! The Mile-O- 
Meter ‘‘Custom" will pay for it- 
self over and over again... it's 
the most important investment 
that you can make to get all the 
performance and economy your 
car can offer! 








How can he deduct the remaining $400? 

“F” can claim the $400 as an additional 
loss on his return. If he had received 
$1400 as a trade-in he would have to re- 
port $200 gain and pay tax on it because 
he had deducted $1200 as depreciation. 
If he did not use his car in business, he 
could not claim any deduction. 

These illustrations, while they apply to 
automobiles, are good examples of the 
necessity for knowledge of the tax laws 
in claiming deductions. There is no “auto- 
mobile” section in the Internal Revenue 
Code which you can. study, thereby learn- 
ing all laws pertaining to automobile de- 
ductions. (Continued on next page) 
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SEND NO MONEY 
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Zz Dept. M-25 
= YES! Send me the new { 
For years, Mile-O- re 
Meter has been the Z 
country's most talked- instrument. 
about automotive in- , 4 
strument .. . over $ 
1,000,000 in usel Name.. - ~ 
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GALE HALL ENGINEERING INC. 
North Hampton, N. H. 
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eever get 


STUCK 


for an idea? 





Are you searching frantically 
for ideas on how to improve 
and increase engine perform- 
ance . . . how to construct su- 
perior equipment . . . how to 
get more peak efficiency out 
of fuel formulas . . . or how to 
do a better ring job? 


Well, take it from old Stroker 
McGurk himself, the March is- 
sue of HOT ROD is loaded 
with the kind of ideas and 
how -to-do-it articles that 
make the original automotive 
How-to-do-it magazine the 
fastest selling publication in 
the entire speed and power 
field, month after month, year 
after year! 


@ don’t miss HOT ROD for 

March ... your best buy 
in the automotive how- 
to-do-it magazine field! 
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Complete with 
Twin C. 


Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses 
Easily operated from properly wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
gift with a life-long use. . . . Order 
today on 10 day money back guarantee 


Literature on larger equipment on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill., Dept. 


Torch and ac- 
cessories ...te 
handie ati metal- 
craft work 


F27-B 
















ARM STABILIZER 


49 fits Mercurys and Lincoins 1949 - 1950 - 1951 

+525 fie Fords and Mercurys 1952 - 1953 (Stroight orm 
WA-S2C fits Fords ond Mercurys 1952 1953 (Curved orm) 
SIC fits Lincoine 1952-53-54 (Curved orm) 


B and B Specialty Compeny 


1718 HAWTHORNE «(1 ER HOUSTON © TEXAS 
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So you must know something of the 
laws pertaining to profits and losses. If 
you sell a car for more than you have in- 
vested in the car, the profit must be de- 
clared and a tax paid on the profit. If you 
sell a car at a loss, the loss cannot be 
claimed if the car is used for pleasure 


| only. The loss can be claimed if the car 


was used solely for business or appor- 
tioned if used for business and pleasure. 

One of the biggest problems for tax- 
payers is apportioning automobile expenses 
for business and pleasure. It is necessary 
to determine how many miles are driven 
for pleasure and how many for business. 
Business mileage is any mileage which re- 
sults in income to you. The best method is 
to keep a daily. record of pleasure and busi- 
ness miles travelled. If you fail to do that, 





it is necessary’ for you to consider the total 
mileage driven and estimate the mileage 
used for business. You can deduct all car 
expenses if you use your car only for busi- 
ness. If you use it for business and pleasure 
you can deduct the percentage of expense 
used in business. To determine this, divide 
the total number of miles driven for busi- 
ness by the total number of miles driven; 
this will give you the percentage of car 
expenses which you can claim as a busi- 
ness deduction. 

Federal income tax laws are with us 
to stay. Each of us must learn to live with 
them. They are neither oppressive nor 
burdensome if you understand them and 
act accordingly. Disregard them and they 
will certainly affect you financially. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 





Learn from the Truckers 





Here’s a view of the type of tractor in 
use in most of the western states of U.S. 


(Continued from page 27) out to other 
carriers or individuals) who haul over- 
loads at high speeds down backroads to 
avoid being load-checked at state ports of 
entry give trucking a black eye.” 

I had my first experience with “wild- 
catters,” as itinerants are sometimes called, 
while sitting in a restaurant early one eve- 
ning. A huge hulk of a man walked up 
behind the driver and me and asked if 
we'd come from the west. When we an- 
swered yes, he asked if the scales were 
still open. To our affirmative reply, he 
stomped out. I then asked our driver the 
reason. “Probably overloaded,” was the an- 
swer. “Sometimes these wildcatters will sit 
by the road all day and half the night, 
waiting for the scales to close so they 
can get through with an overload. If they 
get caught, they’re not only subject to a 
fine, but may lose their license as well.” 

Not all itinerants operate illegally, but 
since they make their money on the 
amount of cargo they haul (as versus 
getting an hourly wage and mileage) they 
may carry more than the law allows. A 
maximum load limit is set by each state 
to prevent the breakdown of the road sur- 
face; out-of-line wildcatters run afoul of 
the agencies enforcing these ordinances— 


| and they’re in no little trouble. 





To meet road requirements, the Midwest 
runs use a shorter cab to cut rig’s length 


So, the next time you start to cuss out 
a truck driver for holding up a lane of 
traffic, or mumble something about “trucks 
should have their own roads,” remember 
that they have their problems, too. Remem- 
ber that without those trucks there would 
be one less lane in four-lane highways, 
only three miles for every four. To have 
the same road system as we have today, 
your taxes would have to go up according- 
ly. And it wouldn't be an easy burden to 
bear. Did you know that truck taxes, over- 
all, average 68 times more than those of 
passenger cars, that on a per-mile basis they 
average five times the passenger car rate, 
and that trucks pay 33 per cent of vehicle 
taxes (even though they comprise only 17 
per cent of the vehicles)? Truck transpor- 
tation employs over 614 million people, or 
one out of every 10 persons employed in 
the U.S. Trucks work an average of 58 
days per year for every American fam- 
ily, travel 18 per cent of total vehicle 
mileage. If all trucks were to stop running, 
you’d soon be without the everyday neces- 
sities of life. For example, did you know 
that everything sold at a grocery store to- 
day has been carried on a truck? And how 
long could you go without food? If you’re 
like me, only until the next meal. 

—Walt Woron 
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For Whom the Road Tolls? 


(Continued from page 30) Angeles area 
went even further. It showed these average 
savings per vehicle mile to motorists using 
the city’s freeways: 
Gasoline savings 
Maintenance cost savings 
due to elimination of 
stop and go travel 4 
Accident savings 56 
Time savings (for 
commercial vehicles ) 


0.33¢ 


5 
os 


87 


2.00¢ 


In any event, the fact is that the toll 
roads are now part of the American scene, 
and growing steadily larger. The time is 
approaching when you will be able to 
drive from New York to Chicago (875 
miles) on a toll expressway for about $10. 
There'll be hardly a stoplight the whole 
way. And it looks as though soon there- 
after the toll superhighway will be ex- 
tended on to Minneapolis. 

Oldest of the major toll highways is 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike, which opened 
for business in October, 1940. It was a 
tremendous engineering feat then and it 
still amazes motorists today, for it bores 
through the Alleghenies with mile-long 
tunnels and eliminates steep grades and 
uneconomical uphill climbs. Originally 
only 160 miles from Harrisburg to Irwin, 
near Pittsburgh, it has been extended to a 
total of 360 miles. The Pennsylvania Turn- 
pike system is still growing, branching out 
in several directions for a total addition of 
488 miles. 

New England is another section of the 
East that is toll road conscious. The 39- 
mile Merritt Parkway in Connecticut is 
older, by a month, than the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike. Connecticut has also the Wil- 
bur Cross Parkway, built in 1949. These 
two parkways differ from other toll roads 
in collection of fees for their use; the 
rate is not based on miles traveled, but a 
10 cent fee is collected at intervals. Local 
drivers can use the parkways in between 
the collection booths free. Another dif- 
ference: trucks are prohibited. 

The New York Thruway, a _ project 
championed by Governor Thomas Dewey, 
was almost completed by the end of 1954. 
Extending 427 miles through the “Main 
Street” of New York State, it is the long- 
est of all the turnpikes. 

Built at a cost of $580 million, the 
Thruway toll is $5 for the whole trip, 
based on 114 cents a mile. Speed limit is 
60 for passenger cars; 50 for trucks. The 
fnal section of the Thruway, less than 30 
miles from Suffern to the New York City 
line, is scheduled for completion in 1955. 

Construction of the Ohio Turnpike is 
typical of the trend to put some new wrin- 
kles in expressways—to eliminate so- 
called “highway hypnosis” and monotony 
behind the wheel. Robert S. Beightler, 
executive director of the Turnpike Com- 
Mission, puts the problem in this way: 
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“Driving at a constant speed on an un- 
relieved stretch of highway may dull the 
driver's attention. Planners of the Ohio 
Turnpike will combat monotony by several 
means. Long, straight stretches are avoid- 
ed; the width of the strip varies where 
terrain permits.” 

There have been some spectacular traf- 
fic accidents on turnpikes and some high 
accident rates. But that record is improv- 
ing steadily and, actually, the turnpike 
safety showing is better than that of 
other roads. 

The picture should be viewed in terms 
of expressways as well as turnpikes—that 
is, all modern highways with limited ac- 
cess and uncluttered roadsides, as opposed 
to others plagued with roadside blight, 
ribbon development and unlimited access. 

Burton W. Marsh, AAA Director of 
Traffic Safety and Engineering, notes that 
expressways have some hazards of their 
own. “Speeds tend to become excessive,” 
says Mr. Marsh. “When accidents do oc- 
cur, cars tend to pile up fast, and many 
people may be injured in one accident. 

“Driving at fast, even speeds for long 
distances tends to make some drivers be- 
come ‘velocitized.’ That is, they grow less 
aware of the speed at which they are 
driving. Then, when they come to situa- 
tions where they need reduced speed, they 
may think they are slowing down a lot 
and still be driving much too fast for 
changed conditions.” 

The turnpikes are building in more 
safety features. The Maine Turnpike Com- 
mission asserts that it operates the safest 
of turnpikes, if not one of the safest of 
all roads in the country. The Commission 
shows that by the record its turnpike is 
more than twice as safe as Maine high- 
ways as a whole; three times as safe as 
all United States highways; twice as safe 
as the New Jersey Turnpike, and almost 
four times as safe as Pennsylvania’s. 

As for the New York Thruway, when it 
opened, the State Authority announced it 
was determined to make this expressway 
“the safest highway in the world.” It was 
designed from the beginning to minimize 
the problem of driver fatigue by a num- 
ber of modern techniques, including the 
separation of opposing lanes and various 
locations and the use of different levels. 

Has this been a successful program? 
Apparently so, for when nearly a million 
vehicles had traveled over 45 million miles 
after the Thruway opening, the Authority 





could report not a single fatal accident. 
The New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
Turnpikes were plagued with accidents, | 
many of them critical. But by more ef- 
fective policing and improved safety de- 
vices, they both are showing up better. 
The fatalities on the 118-mile New Jer- 
sey Turnpike, for instance, dropped from 
47 in 1952 to 36 in 1953. During the 
same period, accidents dropped from 713 
to 584. The accident rate on the Turnpike | 
was 67.1 accidents per 100 million motor | 
vehicle miles (Continued on page 59) 
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TOUR EUROPE WITH DUSTY MAHON 
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Handy, easy-to-read ther t is inval 

for cars. for homes, for gifts. Easily installed on 
any car ventilator or window, it gives you exact 
outside temperature from —40° to +120°. Know 
what to wear, how to dress the children, without 
stepping outside your home. Always readable, no 
snow or ice can cover its face. Order yours today! 


" 3 ! 
Send cash or money order today ! tak $200 
ea. 


HIGH STANDARDS, INC. 
369 Se. Union St., Burlington, Vt. 
DON'T BE CAUGHT WITH A DEAD BATTERY 









Greater power! RECHARGING IS UN- 
NECESSARY! Only one treatment needed! 
Money back guarantee. Rush $1.00 to: 

JSM PRODUCTS CO.—Dept. 14 
1118 Castleton Rd., Cleveland 21, 0. 
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Eee En 55 HUDSON HORNET, WASP; 











Four-door Hudson Wasp is unashamedly a styling mate to 55 
Nashes, but has its own grille, variation on fender cutouts 


KENOSHA, WIS.—When we first heard 
that the big Hudsons and Nashes would 
not be introduced publicly until the 
second week in February, we privately 
wondered why prototypes at least could 
not be put on display at the Chicago 
Show, January 8 through 16, even 
though stocking their dealers would 
have to wait until a month later. The 
decision to do just this came through 
on press day, enabling us to give you 
a pictorial preview of the cars along 
with an admittedly sketchy description 
that contains each and every mechan- 
ical fact so far released. 


HORNETS AND AMBASSADORS fea- 
ture their versions of the big Packard- 
made V8, and although horsepower 
hasn't been announced, you can bank 
on it exceeding 200 by a comfortable 
margin simply because the ones used in 
Packards do. Ultramatic will be avail- 
able on both cars, but it is doubtful if 
the Nash three-speed and overdrive 
units will be adapted to this block. For 
those who still prefer a six-cylinder 
Ambassador, the ohv 130-hp “Jet Fire” 
will be continued unchanged, with 
the 140-hp, dual-carburetor Le Mans 
engine as an option. Transmission 
choice here is definitely three-speed, 
overdrive, or Hydra-Matic. Last year’s 
stock car champion engine, the Hornet, 
has been renamed the “Championship” 
six, and with or without Twin H- 
Power, is an alternate to the V8. 


STATESMAN AND WASP have almost 
equivalent power from their two dif- 
ferent L-head six engines. The 195- 
cubic-inch, 100-hp “Powerflyte” unit 
(any similarity to a transmission of 
like name is purely coincidental) will 
move your new Statesman along about 
the same as last year in its standard 
trim. The Wasp is powered by the 
small-bore six used in the 1954 Jet but 
now called “Hi-Torque.” Both cars can 
get a 10-horse boost if you specify the 
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power package, consisting of dual car- 
buretors and an aluminum, high-com- 
pression cylinder head. Three-speed, 
overdrive, and Hydra-Matic are the gear- 
boxes available. 


CHASSIS CHANGES for these chassis- 
less cars (bodies are of unit construc- 
tion, integral with the frame) are most- 
ly confined to the front end. There is 
a new crossmember for greater rigidity, 
and, of course, the necessary arrange- 
ments have been made to decrease the 
turning radius as now allowed by the 
newly cut-away front fenders. Wheel- 
base for Ambassadors and Hornets is 
1214 inches, for Wasps and States- 
men 1144. 


RESTYLED AND MERGED BODIES 
are the biggest change in this year’s 
products from American Motors. Com- 
pany officidls make no bones about all 


One of two L-head engines (excluding Rambler) available in American Motors] 
°55 line, Statesman engine has optional aluminum cylinder head, dual carburetion} y, .», 
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Hornet will provide new power option for ’55, a V8 engine of } 
Packard origin. Like big Nash, the Hornet still offers a six 

























the bigger models of Hudson and Nash 
using the same basic body structure, 
and proudly point to the resulting 
savings in manufacturing costs. There 
wasn’t much sense in cofitinuing with 
Hudson’s old “Step-Down” design, as 
that had been vamped and revamped 
since 1948. The short, narrow Hudson 
Jet was a styling fiasco and hence an 
unpopular model, despite its outstand- 
ing performance, so it, too, was dropped. 
Nash’s current Farina design is just 
turning four years of age, but wit 
the radical changes this year, it 1 
hardly fair to call it the same desig 
The amalgamation of an 1100-square- 
inch wrap-around windshield is little 
short of an engineering miracle, espe 
cially considering the fact that t 
project was started only a few da 
before George Mason’s untimely deat 
on October 8, 1954. In fact, it was one 
of Mr. Mason’s last orders. Amb 
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retiO"l Nash chassis change has control arms mounted in rubber to 


 Trend| rossmember ; entire suspension is assembled, attached as unit 
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OTHER STYLING FEATURES are in- 
volved with the major facelift, both 
front and rear, that is different for each 
car. Nash’s is the most startling, with 
the headlights moved off the fenders 
and into the grille. These are about as 
low as is legally allowable, but there 
will be more light on the road, espe- 
cially in bad weather. Parking lights 
on the Nash stay on whenever the head- 
lights are turned on to guard against 
oncoming drivers who might think the 
Nash was narrower than it really is. 


Ambassador. Statesman models take on Nash-Healey frontal 
effect with styling change to inboard-mounted headlights 


'55 NASH AMBASSADOR, STATESMAN 


The Hudson has the more orthodox 
front end design, but it is equally 
pleasing. Nash interiors feature a 


crash-padded instrument panel as stand- 
ard equipment. The Hudson panel uses 
last year’s very legible speedometer 
mounted high in front of the driver. 
When a radio is installed, both cars 
have twin front speakers. All power 
accessories are available as well as the 
amazingly cheap combination heater- 
air conditioning unit introduced in last 
year’s models. It uses no trunk space. 








New Hudsons lose Step-Down design, have construction shown 
in this Nash. Sharing of unit body cut A-M production costs 


Larger Nashes embody familiar Farina styling with wrap- 
around windshield mated to top, front fenders opened up 
























New contour of wrap-around windshield 
does not change general layout of Nash 
cockpit; crash-padded panel is standard 
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_.- But I know whot I like! 


Entries in MT’s Custom 
Contest proved that 
point. They also showed 
that our readers know 
something about art. 


EAR SIR: I realize fully the amount 

of serious thought, hard work, and 
expense inherent in any major customiz- 
ing. I feel, however, that most customs fall 
short of achieving a unified, overall, pleas- 
ing appearance. Some original design ele- 
ments are usually improved, some wors- 
ened, and some (such as road clearance ) 
are changed to the point of serious im- 
practicability for even slow driving. 

An automobile’s appearance is a whole 
which is greater than the sum of the in- 
dividual design features. Too often, re- 
working one or more of the original fea- 
tures destroys the overall effect. 

My opinion, in brief, of the customs 
shown in your October issue: 

1. An excellent job—functional and 
beautiful. 

2. Except for the front bumper, as suc- 
cessful as No. 1, but of course in an en- 
tirely different way. 

3. No improvement. 

4. Much too extreme—spoiled by the 
high and useless tail. 

5. Smooth, but no real improvement. 

6. The original clean, graceful beauty 
has been lost with “patchwork.” 

Sorry, fellows—no offense meant! 

R. A. Sanderson 
Greenlawn, Long Island, N.Y. 

And no offense taken, Mr. Sanderson. 
In fact, with your lucid and concise expla- 
nation of “Why is a Custom?” you have 
won the contest! Now let’s check out 
what the other entrants thought of our six 
customs. If you have your October °54 
MT handy, open it to pages 36 and 37, 
and compare your own opinion with these: 

1. (Chrysler roadster): “Tops. In no 
way freakish, it exhibits quiet good taste 
and an air of breeding so sadly lacking in 
many of Detroit's self-styled ‘Dream 
Cars.’” “Satisfies all requirements for a 
true custom.” “A beautiful car, but its cost 
puts it far out of the reach of the ordinary 
custom builder.” “Airscoop, functional or 
nonfunctional, is not of appealing design.” 
“Front and rear bumpers should match.” 


2. (Plymouth roadster): “A_ special 
rather than a true custom.” “Trim and 
clean, dignified and graceful.” “Put to- 


gether from spare fire-engine parts.” “A 
splendid example of functional design, an 
efficient-looking hunk of machinery.” 
“Sadly lacking in appearance.” 
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3. (Buick hardtop): “Excellent. Good 
taste throughout.” “All necessary quali- 
ties.” “Has suffered the least in transition.” 
“Altered to improve the original design.” 
“The only result is very close to a loss of 
Buick identity and little more.” “A plague, 
Sir, on the mongrel makers’ (! ). 

4. (Fiberglas car): “Too fat. Looks 
like it fell on the chassis.” “Too varied a 
mixture of curves, angles, and squares to 
be beautiful.” “If you are unhappy with 
today’s monotonous bulbous creations, 
have the courage to build a car to suit 
your own tastes!” 

5. (Chevrolet two-door): “Excellent.” 
“A customary custom.” “Usually a car is 
customized when its owner feels that it 
fails to realize its potential beauty. But 





Admiration went to George Lange’s Plymouth for its honesty, none for fat bum} 


every good design integrates all detail 
into one total concept, compromised onl 
by production necessities. Dick Muelle 
perhaps perceived this concept in rework. 
ing his Chevy.” “True custom.” “Altered 
to improve the original design.” “Suff. 
cient thoughtful changes to be an im. 
provement over stock.” 

6. (Studebaker hardtop): “Deformed; 
cancerous outgrowth.” “The Studebaker! 
more than most cars, depends for its beav. 
ty on the presence of all of its design 
components intact. To add or subtract in 
a minor way can only detract from is 
appearance.” “Has not been improved’ 
“It shoulda never happened.” 

Maybe it’s our turn to say “Sorry, fel: 
lows—no offense meant!” 
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| with an original Hi-Compression Gasket. 


$495 
(Pair furnished for V8’s) 


@ Without buying expensive custom cyl- 
inder heads 


@ Without expensive milling which may 
result in overheating 


§P TO 20% HIGHER COMPRESSION, ADDED HORSEPOWER 


The world’s largest suppliers of HI-COMPRESSION HEAD 
GASKETS have sold over 100.000 sets to date Without 
a single return! By popular demand, we now offer the 
new improved .020 solid metal Hi-Compression Head 
Gasket FACTORY TO YOU. Easy to install yourself. 


GUARANTEED 


To increase power ¢ Increase acceleration e Increase 


lop speed e Increase mileage e “Blow-out”’ proof 


Enjoy no-knock competition car performance today with an 
original Hi-Compression Head Gasket. 


DIRECT FROM THE ONE AND ONLY ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER! 


whe in 
aap 







$495 95 
4%, $42, 
@Easiest, lowest cost way possible of 


obtaining up to 20% higher compression 


@Tremendous guaranteed gasoline sav- 
ings up to 6 miles per gallon 


INSTANTLY HIGHER TOP SPEED, POWERFUL ACCELERATION 








HIGHER COMPRESSION: 4 stock head gasket, when | 
installed and properly tightened down, attains a thick- | 
ness of .060” to 065”. Consequently, installation of | 
an .020” solid metal POWER-FLO gasket is the | 
equivalent of a stock head milled .045” to .050”. This | 
reduces combustion chamber area sufficiently to pro- | 
duce upwards to one full point increase in combustion | 
ratio in your engine. | 














Immediate shipment guaranteed! 








Today’s high octane gasolines demand high compression for 
& power benefits . . . take advantage of that available power 


Garden State also supplies more Hi-Compression Gaskets to air- 
faft, motorcycle, marine and foreign car owners than all the 
fompanies combined. 


Order with confidence today at the 
new low, low price of *4.95 ppd. 





| GARDEN STATE GASKET CO. 
| 187 Paterson St., Dept 2T, Paterson, N.J. 











Dealer inquiries invited! 
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GARDEN STATE GASKET CO., 
187 Paterson St., Paterson 1, N.J. 







Please RUSH me your Hi-Compression Head Gasket post. 















paid. | enclose money order____ check___ 
My car is: make model 
year no. cyl. 





Solid aluminum $4.95 Solid copper $6.75___ 


(Money-back Guarantee) 









name. 










address es 





city zone state 
Enclose $1 if C.O.D. Pairs furnished for V8’s. Same price. 
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Cross-country once again, 
and how things have 
changed! Impressions from 
the driver’s seat of a 
Pontiac Star Chief and a 
‘55 Jaguar, and from the 
back seat of a 
torsion-sprung Packard 


A TRIP CROSS-COUNTRY these days 
is one brimful of interest. I’ve just com- 
pleted one (driving a ‘55 Pontiac which 
we'll report on next month) during which 
I encountered situations I never had be- 
fore. This, to me, is a point of unceasing 
amazement. Let me tell you about a few 
of them: 

About three hours out of Detroit (on 
my first leg of the trip) I found myself 
doing a typical movie doubletake. For an 
unnerving second I thought I'd possibly 
passed through the time barrier and ar- 
rived on Wilshire Blvd. in faraway Los 
Angeles! I was smack up against the back 
end of a big yellow bus that had the words 
“Los Angeles Transit Lines” on its pos- 
terior. As we came to a curve I could see 
down the road where there were nine more 


buses, all in caravan. That 2500-mile 
jaunt would probably be the happiest of 
the drivers’ careers, who would later have 
to cope with L.A. passengers and traffic. 

Why do cops make you sweat so? Even 
though you know you've done nothing 


Entrance to Turner 
Turnpike leads to 
88 miles of excel- 
lent driving. Road 
saves about hour’s 
time between Ok- 
lahoma City and 
Tulsa, costs mo- 
torists only $1.40 
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wrong, as a policeman pulls up behind 
you, you think back for the past 100 miles 
—what did I do? It happened to me west 
of Springfield, Ill., where I was cruising 
at the posted speed of 55 mph. A state 
police car pulled up behind me. While 
he was eyeballing the car, I again looked at 
my speedometer to make sure I was on 
the safe side. I could see him checking 
over a list of what I took to be stolen 
car descriptions, then looking over the 
car again. He pulled in front of me, 
slowed down, so I rashly passed him, 
watching him disappear (to my joy) in 
the rear view mirror. 

In New Mexico I again had a scare 
as I passed through a speed trap (not 
posted ). I was a few miles out of Clovis 
on a road where you could conceivably 
run 80 mph, if New Mexico had the 
prima facie speed law. As I passed one 
state trooper parked by the side of the 
road, I looked down at my speedometer, 
noting that it was indicating 62 mph. 
Since the speed limit is 60 mph, I was 
hoping that my speedometer was as fast 
as most of them. A short way down the 
road, a state trooper was out in the mid- 
dle, flagging me off to the side. In quick 
succession he flagged off three other out- 
of-state cars and one New Mexico car, 
but waved another New Mexico car on 
by. He then got on his car radio, called 
the radar car, came up to me and indi- 
cated I could leave, as could the New 
Mexico car. As I joyfully drove away, he 
was writing out a ticket for the first of the 
three cars. In other areas, both in New 
Mexico and later in Arizona, warning signs 
are posted but I didn’t again run through a 





speed trap. Some of the natives tell me, 
that the signs are to scare you, that they), 
don’t patrol those sections. More on this§,4 
controversial subject in a later issue. 7 
I was surprised at the number of newg,,j 
“used cars” I saw in various out-of-the-p,,| 
way places—even in Roswell, N.M& , 
There, on lots plainly marked “Car§i,, 
Wholesale and Retail,” were brand-newhhe 
Buicks, Chevys, Fords, Plymouths, etc§oy 
with the factory stickers still on the wind{yy 
shields. And this was only one monthfeth 
after announcement time! Bootleggingi. 
certainly doesn’t seem to have been curbedfide 
much less stopped. If this keeps up, itfhus 
could affect the entire pricing structureliyic 
Shortly out of Tulsa, Okla., I got abyc¢ 
chance to try out the Turner Turnpike§ect, 
for the first time. This great stretch olfad 
new highway extends for 88 miles fromfect, 
Tulsa to Oklahoma City, is divided fourg res 
lane, has a maximum speed limit of 70§ Tj 
mph and a minimum of 40. If you want, , 
you can drive steadily at 70 mph for th¢ ops 
entire distance, chopping off about allbyce 
hour’s time from what you'd need to travelhic! 
adjacent Highway 66. This highway wind, ), 
more (making it longer), is onlv twofanic 
lane, and passes through 10 towns. Byhe . 
taking the toll road you'd save some ithio; 
gas, but not enough to compensate fog Th 
the $1.40 toll. It pays off in ease of driv§yly 
ing, less traffic, no stops, and saved timéfonr. 
(For more on toll roads, see page 28.)his , 
You'll find more than the usual amoun , 
of items to intrigue you on a cross-counttfi;d — 
trip if you'll get. off the beaten pathShnc, 
There’s always less traffic and generallj§,. , 
more to see. On my trip West I did thithy , 
as often as I could, by-passing the maith jr, 
East-West roads to visit Carlsbad Caverns{ , 
Tombstone and its infamous Boothillf, s, 
Cemetery, and the strange mining town Ofth;, 
Bisbee, Arizona. 5 de 
But perhaps the one thing that was t Froug 
most unusual was that for the very fits§ Ty, 
time in driving a new stock Americaih,,., 
production car I found other Pontiac own$,,, 
ers waving at me. Not in isolated instances, ,,,, 
but almost all the way across the countty§., ,, 
Shades of the sports cars? ate 
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55 PACKARD 


>. SHEENERALLY SPEAKING, we do our 
riving impression from behind the wheel, 
““Sebput in the Packard, the most interesting 
"™amide is in the rear seat. Advance billings of 
antastic results from the new torsion-bar 
pension system are no exaggeration. 
A few days ago, when the automotive 
4 ress was invited to the Packard Proving 
“Eerounds in Utica, Mich., everybody had a 
hance to ride first in an orthodox car and 


gle. 4 . . 

Mimen in a torsion-bar-equipped car over a 
fies of man-made bumps and dips. We 
ere packed three-deep in the rear seat, 
pmplete with hats and overcoats. Hats 
ffered considerable damage while riding 
n conventionally sprung cars (which in- 
luded not only 1954 Packards but com- 
titive cars as well). After re-blocking 

s tell meu: hats, we stepped into the new Packards 
that they both the top-line Clipper and Patrician) 
e on thisfind sailed over the same bumps. 

sue. The rear end of no car made today can 
© of NeWaintain quite the equilibrium of a new 
ut-of-theBackard. In the front, you don’t notice it 
il, N.Mi, much, because you are sitting at the 
ed “Catthivor point of any pitch. It’s in the rear 














rand-ne 
iths, et 
the wind: 
ie mont 


here you do notice it. Yet, in the Packard 
jou ride in a much more level fashion than 
y other car. The reason is the tying to- 
ntiether of the front and rear wheels with 
otleggingihe nine-foot torsion bars (one on each 
n curbedgide). As one front wheel goes up, it 
ps up, Muses the A-arm to deflect upwards, 
structufefwisting the torsion bar, which in turn 
I 80t Morces the rear axle torque arm to be de- 
Turnpiktfected downwards. This causes the rear 
tretch Ofind to go down, so that it won't be de- 
iles fromected upwards when it hits the bump. As 
ded four result, the frame (and you ) remain level. 
rit Of 701 The torsion bar works in the same way 
you wantin quick getaways or on panic brake 
h for th ops. As you accelerate, the reverse torque 
about .allirces the rear torque arms downward, 
| to trav@@hich results in the rear end (and entire 
vay WiNdr)rising instead of squatting. During 
nlv t’OManic stops the reverse torque works in 
owns. B same fashion, with less noticeable 
some ifition, however. 

nsate for The compensator (or levelizer) works 
> of drivinly to compensate for unequal loads 
ved tiM¢font-to-rear. In demonstrating how it did 
age 28.)his, one engineer sat on the rear bumper 
amount 2 Packard chassis, lowering the rear 
s-countt¥ind, Seven seconds later (after the com- 
en pattSensator had made up its mind that this 
generally as not just a momentary load) the rear 
| did thi hd came back up, putting the car back 
the maih its original level condition. As he got 










Cavern the bumper, the rear end went 
Boothill, Seven seconds later the compensator 
3 town Uthrough the electrical circuit transmitting 
8 desire to the levelizer torque arms) 
t was (@ousht it back to a level condition. 
very fi 1 The compensator doesn’t work when 
Americatnering, or at any time except when 
tiac OWMBere is a load shift—that is, intentionally. 
Instances one engineer pointed out, it’s a good 
; counttyiea to turn off the compensator (by means 
a toggle switch located under the dash) 
tor Tre 
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when you park the car near mischievous 
kids. You might come out and find them 
riding the rear bumper just to see how 
the levelizer works. As demonstrated, you 
can also use the levelizer to your advan- 
tage when you have to change a rear tire. 
Sit on the rear bumper until it com- 
pensates for the load, then quickly switch 
off the compensator. This will expose more 
of the wheel than ordinarily. 

Cornering is not affected by the com- 
pensator, but the torsion bars, along with 
a roll bar in front and stabilizers in the 
rear, affect the roll characteristics favorably. 

Another thing we noticed and liked 
about the new Packard is that it’s easier 
getting in and out of than some of the 


other cars with wrap-around windshields. 
The bottom of the cornerpost doesn’t come 
down low enough for you to bang your 
knee against it. It also has a drip molding 
which will carry off water from the wind- 
shield—onto the ground instead of onto 
your legs when getting out. The wind- 
shield wiper motor now has two speeds: 
one for best possible vision, wrapping 
into the extremes of the corners; the faster 
speed, with less arc, for straight-ahead 
driving in a heavy downpour. 

We'll give you our impressions of the 
powerplant when we've had a chance to 
take the Packard out on a good test hop. 
From all indications, it should be a hot one. 

(Continued on next page) 
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unconditionally 
guaranteed 

@ thousands 

of 

satisfied 


customers 








Here is my order for .... 


send C.0.D. 0 


MAME. 2000-20... 


a. 





The M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator is 
a thoroughly tested, fully guaranteed 
unit which tells you when your car 


needs oil, and how much. Made by 
one of the world’s largest manufac- 
turers of jet engines. Will fit all 
standard or foreign make cars, 
trucks, boats and airplanes. In opera- 
tion whether car is standing still or 
moving. Far more accurate than any 
dip stick or filling station attendant 
can be. When the dash light goes 
“on” you need exactly one quart of 
oil. Do not confuse with an oil pres- 
sure gauge or oil pressure warning 
light that you've seen in some cars. 
Measures quantity of oil, not pres- 
sure! Saves much of your valuable 
time and gives you definite knowl- 
edge as to the level of your oil. 
M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator will pay 
for itself many times over! 


order yours today! just $7.95 
IRRBBRB BEB RBRBBERBERBERBRBRBREE EB 


Minnesota Engine Works, Ine. 
5600 No. Hamline Ave., St. Paul 12, Minn. 


.... M.E.W. Oil Level Indicator (s) 


money enclosed [J] 


address or rfd................ , 














a long and 
healthy life 


is assured your valuable copies of 
MOTOR TREND with this durable bind- 
er! In a deep, rich brown, this leather- 
ette binder is gold-stamped on the 
front and serves well as a convenient 
keeper of an entire year’s collection of 
MOTOR TREND. 


Send $2.25 today for yours and keep 
all your MOTOR TRENDS in one place! 
Send to MT Binders, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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J 
McBar Adaptor Housings 
MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
@ CF-52—-Cad and Olds to '52-54 Ford & Mere 
© CF-50—Cad and Olds to "49-51 Ford & Merc 
© CF-40--Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
52-LF-52--Lincoln OHV to '52-54 Ford & Mere 
52-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Mere 
52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to °32-48 Ford & Mere 
LF-40—'49-51 Linc. EH to '32-48 Ford-Merc-Line., ete 
© CRF-52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to "52-53 Ford & Mere 
® CRF-50—'51-53 Chrysler V8 to ‘49-51 Ford & Meroe 
* CRF.40—'51-53 Chrysler to "32-48 Ford & Merc 
* CSM—Cad & Olds to "53-54 Stude manual transmission 
* CSA—Cad and Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
inquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations. 
Bar Machine Shop, Inc. 


mM 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 
CUUUOUVANDUOUEUGAAUAUUONEOAAAUOUOUEEONAUOOOHOAAAUUOOUGEAOOUEEOAAAAOUUNAAAU OANA AAU 





AUTO-SHOCKO 

Have some REAL FUN with your 

car. With AUTO-SHOCKO you 

can give anyone who touches 

the outside surface of your car 

a HARMLESS, but VERY EFFEC- 

tiv E shock. When the AUTO- 

Pend. SHOCKO switch is on, the en- 

tire outer surface of the car becomes charged. You can 

also charge your buddy’s car by touching your bumper 

to his. Then he won’t be able to get into his car until 

you turn off your switch. Can also be left on while car 

is parked to keep vandals from scratching or damaging 

your car. Will not run down your battery. AUTO-SHOCKO 

is probably the best FUN MAKER you will ever own. 

Available for 6 or 12 volt systems (please specify). Easily 

installed in a few minutes. Sent complete with AUTO- 

SHOCKO unit, wire, switch, etc. Price $9.95 postpaid, or 

if C.0.D. plus postage—$1. .00 deposit required on C.0.D. 
orders. Dealer inquiries invited 

MORBARCO MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. 2, P.O. Box 73, Oakland Sta., Flushing 64, N.Y. 





Perfect Dice, 


Magic Dice, Mag- | 


ic Cards—READ 


Chips, Gam- 

ing Layouts, Dice 

Boxes, Counter 

Games, Punch- 

boards. WRITE 

FOR CATALOG TODAY. 

K. C. CARD CO. 847 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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35 JAGUAR 


O ROUND OUT our announcement 

story of the 55 Jaguars, we thought 
you'd like our impressions of the new 
models, particularly of the one which had 
the greatest change—the coupe. From the 
description on page 40, you'll find that it’s 
not only a more powerful version of last 
year’s successful car, but also has been re- 
styled both inside and out. The biggest 
change—and most welcome one from 
many respects—is the addition of two tiny 
seats behind the adjustable front’ bucket- 
type seats. On our impression trip we took 
out the padding and placed small luggage 
cases here; previously we would have had 
to put them in the luggage compartment. 
And, as Charles Hornburg (West Coast 
Distributor for Jaguar) demonstrated to 
us, a Man Can sit crossways across the two 
small seats for a short distance with not 
too much discomfort. This can be a real 
convenience if you normally need only a 
small amount of space, but occasionally 
give a lift to a friend. 

What of its performance? Can't tell 
you too much about that because of our 
car’s newness; it only had 309 miles on it 
when I picked it up at Mr. Hornburg’s 
house. When properly broken in and 
tuned, this particular version (the 190-hp 
job with Laycock -de Normanville over- 
drive) should really go. Loafing along at 
3000 rpm, the car was doing 60 mph in 
top gear; it cruised at the same low rpm in 
fourth overdrive at 78 mph. Rear axle 
ratio with overdrive is 4.09, giving an 
overall ratio of 3.19 to 1. More horsepower 
(30 in this version), the addition of the 
fifth gear (overdrive) along with a lower 
rear axle, gives this year’s car more punch 
all the way up and down the line. Even 
while not pushing it, I could stay ahead 
of traffic quite easily. 

The electric overdrive (with a switch 
on the far left of the dash) can be con- 
trolled to suit your whims; if you want 
you can leave the control IN and when- 
ever you shift manually into fourth gear 
you automatically bypass it and go into 
fourth-overdrive, or, you can flip the 
switch after you've shifted into fourth. 
This latter method is the one that will give 
you the full use of five gears, and more 
acceleration. There was apparently no low 
limit at which the test car’s overdrive 
would not engage. Normally, I wouldn’t 
engage it unless I was turning 2000 rpm, 
but it did engage as low as 1000 rpm. Up- 
shifts and downshifts with overdrive are 
instantaneous and barely noticeable except 
at higher speeds. Downshifting then 
causes a “whomp” and you hear the tires 
screech as the sudden gear change occurs. 


As on previous models, the gearshift; 
a stub shaft, located conveniently on th 
driveshaft where your hand normally falk 
Located somewhat less inconveniently 
the clutch and brake pedals. They’re far 
the left, resulting in a necessary acclim 
tion period. There’s room around them 
you don’t get your feet tangled up whi 
pushing the pedals, and space to the lef 
to rest your left foot when you're n¢ 
shifting. The throttle is directly below th 
steering column, which is all right as lon 
as you don’t wear size 13 brogues. 
Everyone who has ever said to me th 
a sports car just can’t give a good ride } 
cause it’s a sports car should ride in th 
Jaguar. Its seats are not only comfortablg 
but its suspension absorbs dips, bump 
and ripples in a way that would do cred 
to many American stocks. It has a heay 
solid feel to it. And yet, it still maintain 
that better-than-good Jaguar roadabili 
You name the American car and 
road. Take it and try following a Jag 
over it at the same speed. It can’t be don 
even against a fairly new Jaguar ownel 
It takes only a few miles of curves for hi 
to become coniident of the machine 
under him. As long as he uses his hea 
he'll never go on it (his head, that is) 
You'll have to work hard to make th 
car drift over the white line, but im 
event you do, the car’s quick steefi 
brings you back on course in a seco 
You'll never fight the 55 Jag throw 
corners, as could be said of previ 
models. This year’s car has much ligh 
steering, with none of its quick respo 
taken out of it. : 
All this—room, power, ride, roadabilll 
combined with fuel economy (21.6 n 
on this 150-mile traffic and highwa 
test run)—-makes the ’55 Jag coupé 
car to consider in the over-$3500 bra 
et. If you want more power, it’s yours 
the asking (and the loot). The same g 
for non-shifting (Borg-Warner autom 
transmission is available for $24 
To paraphrase the Viceroy cigarette © 
mercials, “What has Jaguar got that 
other sports car’s got?” It’s got lots of ni 


S32) ee ee 


features (not the least of them being ef @ 30. 


tremely good workmanship) all wrappé 
up in a neat-looking package with powé 
comfort, and roadability to spare, all sé 
ing at a competitive price. What m 
could you ask, except for 20,000 t 
filters? 
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for Whom the Road Tolls? 


(Continued from page 51) as compared 
with 92.7 in 1952—a drop of 28 per cent. 
This was in the face of a sharp increase in 
trafic during the period. 

A Pittsburgh reporter, William A. 
White, of the Press, did an extensive 
series in 1951 bearing the horrifying title, 
“Must Death Ride the Turnpike?” But 
late in 1954 he retraced his field, came up 
with a new series headed, “What Safety 
has Done for the Turnpike.” 

Among the reasons for reduction of fa- 
talities, White cited these: 

1. More police and better administra- 
tion, use of radar for speed study, greater 
law enforcement. 

2. Installation of safety guard rail at 
known bad spots, bituminous surfacing of 
parts of strip, better drainage in ice dan- 
ger areas. 

3. Work of Pennsylvania Motor Truck 
Assn. in observing and reporting truck 
driver behavior. 

4. Efforts of safety-minded groups and 
persons for less speed, better driver edu- 
cation, strict enforcement of regulations, 
and built-in accident preventives. 

In general, notes the AAA, the major 
reason for the spectacular accidents on 
turnpikes, expressways and similar high 
speed routes is the fact that the average 
driver is mot accustomed to driving at 
high speed for sustained time and dis- 


tance. AAA’s Burton Marsh has prepared 
these 10 safety suggestions: 

1. Hold speed down to what you know 
you can handle, and somewhere near what 
you are accustomed to. 

2. Purposefully vary your speed—not 
every minute or two, but say every quar- 
ter of an hour or so. 

3. When traveling at speeds appreciably 
higher than usual, greatly increase the 
distance between your car and others. 

4. Take specific measures to avoid fall- 
ing asleep, or loss of attention. Keep the 
car well ventilated and if you find drowsi- 
ness creeping up on you, stop at the first 
opportunity, drink some coffee or similar 
beverage if available; if you still feel 
sleepy, take a good nap before starting off. 

5. From time to time consciously direct 
your attention to points other than a spot 
immediately ahead. You can’t afford to 
take your eyes off the road for long, but 
you can glance off to one side or another. 

6. Take a quick look at your gauges 
from time to time to see that there are 
no indications of something going wrong. 
This will also help avoid “frozen vision.” 

7. Keep in the right-hand lane except 
when passing. It’s the law. It helps you by 
assuring that any faster drivers will have 
a normal place to pass you—on your left. 
It also reduces any bad effects that may 
exist because of glare of headlights. 

8. Never stop or let your car stand in 
one of the expressway lanes if it is possi- 


ble in any way to get it off the road. 

9. Consciously endeavor to be reason- 
ably relaxed—the road permits you to be. 
There is a marked difference between be- 
ing relaxed and inattentive. 

10, Be very careful in leaving and en- 
tering expressways. There’s a tendency to 
be going too fast when you get to the 
point of turning off. Also, in coming onto 
the expressway, be sure nothing is com- 
ing anywhere near you, because at express- 
way speeds, cars eat up the distance. 

The American Automobile Association, 
at its annual convention held in Detroit 
last October, considered one troublesome 
phase of the toll road. An AAA spokesman 
asserted, “Motorists have become captive 
customers of monopolistic concessionaries, 
and have been forced to put up with high- 
er prices and mediocre service.” 

In a resolution on the issue, the con- 
vention delegates set forth their views: 
“Where highways are free public high- 
ways, such motorist needs will be served 
by the entrepreneur, and the quality of his 
services and the prices he charges will be 
largely controlled competitively . . . 

“Under . . . a monopolistic arrange- 
ment, there is always a danger of exces- 
sive prices and non-standard quality 
and service. The toll authority should be 
governed in connection with the conces- 
sionaries by a desire to provide high qual- 
ity service to the public. . .” 

—Michael Frome 





More PO 


® 30-gallon output per hour. 


4 ®@ Helium sealed. 
“1 ® Prevents vapor lock. 


®@ Better cold weather starting. 


@ Built-in pressure release—no flooding. 


@ Instant hot weather re-starts. 


® Only 7 watts power at maximum fuel delivery. 
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BENDIX" ELECTRIC 
FUEL PUMP 


You’re way out in front and you stay at the head of the par- 
ade when you install a Bendix* Electric Fuel Pump. It 
delivers more gallons per hour, is easier to install and gives 
“less cost per mile” operation. It’s the performance-proven, 
lightweight, electric fuel pump designed and manufactured 
by Bendix, foremost supplier to the automotive industry. 
Sold by independent garages and service stations. Write for 


illustrated folder. 


*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd., Windsor, Ont.; Canada 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 
ELMIRA, N. Y. 


Bendix 


AVIATION CORPORATION 





WHAT’S COMING UP? 
FEBRUARY 20-27, Annual NASCAR 
Speed Week, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
20-27, Universal Travel & Auto Sports 
Show, New York, N.Y. 
23-27, Fifth Annual National Auto- 
rama, State Armory, Hartford, Conn. 


MARCH 13, Grand Prix of Endurance, 
Sebring, Fla. 
13, SCCA Race, Palm Springs, Calif. 
20, SCCA Race, Gainesville, Fla. 
APRIL 2-3, SCCA Ohio 24 Rally, Akron. 
24, SCCA Race, Pebble Beach, Calif. 


Motor Mélange makes every effort to quote 
correct dates and other information for the 
national events listed here. We suggest that 
you check with your local auto club or 
newspaper before making final plans, since 
dates and courses may change after MOTOR 
TREND has gone to press. 


HANNS P. PAUL 


+ 





Above: Los Angeles race fans found the new Agoura roa 
race course a natural for roadsters and sprint cars. He 
=e John Pouelsen, Bill Cantrell fight it out on a rough corné 


weg 


Left: There have been many pictures of the dramatic win 
Maglioli’s Ferrari in Mexico, but few indicate its speed li 
this one, with photographers apparently aiming behind ¢ 











irs. 


h corné 


ic win 
peed li 
hind ¢ 


300-5 


or Tre 


THE NEXT TIME YOU GO TO A ROAD RACE... 


Photos by Bob D‘Olivo 


ba 


.» Wangle yourself a pass to the infield, and you'll get a 
pok at drivers like ’°54 Palm Springs winner Bob Drake... 





cet 


of the best spots is on a curve of decreasing radius, like 
one where these shots were taken. Things get tight .. . 


is is obviously just about the limit on this sort of maneu- 
er, as you will find out if you try it on your family car 


tbruary 1955 


. . « As well as lesser lights. Infield or not, pick an interest- 
ing corner and watch how different drivers negotiate it 


. -» And then loosen up so much that some drivers, like this 
one, prefer to steer with one hand, hold on with the other 


The grandstand gang never sees excitement like this. Watch 
the drivers and the cars for more fun at this spring’s races 
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“I Have Earned an Average of 


#15224NHOUR” 


with Science's New Midget Miracle, 
the PRESTO Fire Extinguisher 
























Says William F. Wydallis, Ohio 
Many Others ‘‘Cleaning Up’’ 





—So Can YOU! 

Amazing new kind of fire extinguisher, 

linv “‘Presto’’ does job of bulky ex- 
tinguishers that cost 4 W. F. Wydallis 
times as much, are 8 times as heavy. Ends 
fire fast as 2 seconds. Guaranteed 20 years! 
Sells for only $3.98! Show it to civil defense 
workers, owners of homes, cars, boats, 
farms, etc., and to stores for re-sale—make 
good income. H. J. Kerr reports $20 day 
Sales Kit. No obligation. MERLITE IN- 


DUSTRIES, Inc., Dept. 1422, 201 E. 
16th St., New York 3, N.Y.1N CANADA: 
Mopa Co., Litd., 371 Dowd St., Montreal 1, 
New Midget P. 0. (If you want a regular Presto to use 
Miracle— as a demonstrator send $2.50. Money back 
“PRESTO” if you wish.) 


AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


VERTEX 
MAGNETOS 


15% more power 


| 

C. Kama. $1,000 month. Write for FREF | 

| 

Science’s | 





Faster Acceleration 


Prove. High-Speed 
Performance 


Send 25¢ for complete, 20 page, 
iHustrated Vertex Handbook, in- 
cludes performance curves. 


RONCO CORP. 
Blue Bell 1, Pa. 
(Philadelphia Suburb) 
Phone Conshohocken 6-4124 


BARGAIN SCOOP! = 


HOT ROD TOOL KIT 

a. | FOR PORTING, RELIEVING, 

DEBURRING, POLISHING 
OVER 50 PIECES 
$10 VALUE AT 34% P.P. 
Contains all you need for enlarg- 
ing and polishing ports. Over 50 
finest quality items. Includes 
many high priced tools, such as 
Rubber Polishing Wheels, Mount- 
ed Stones, Rotary Files, Grind- 
ing Wheels and Arbor, Internal 
Grinding Wheels, Emery Powder, 
Tripoli, Felt Cones, Felt Cylin- 
ders, Abrasive Rolls with Arbor, 
Slotted Grinding Discs with Ar- 
bor, and many other accessories. Use with any electric 
drill or flexible shaft. Order now while quantity lasts. 
SCHUPACK SUPPLY CO. Send check or M.0. No si 




















7331 Cottage Grove, Dept. MT-60, Chicago 19, III. 
ees /LLUSTRATED CATALOG OF 1001 BARGAINS, 10 
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Ideal for °28-48 Fords. Insures excellent road- 
ability and control at all speeds. Guaranteed 
for 12,000 miles or 1 year. Just $10.50 each. 
Specify Ford model and wheel locations. 
PIONEER SHOCK ABSORBER SERVICE 
700 N. Prairie Ave., Hawthorne 1, Calif. 
Dealer inquiries invited 








NORDIC _..<™> 
CUSTOM RADIOS FOR < 
1952 TO 55 FORDS 
SUPERHETERODYNE - BIG 6 x 9 
INCH SPEAKER - LOW BATTERY 
DRAIN + EASY INSTALLATION 
PERMEABILITY TUNER 





$38°° 
WRITE FOR LITERATURE 
NORDIC RADIO COMPANY - BOX 582 - EVANSTON, ILL. 


















NOW !—an MG Turn Signal \ 
flashes front & rear—night or day 

Neo light modifications! Uses wing-light ond stop- 

light filoments — both operate normally except when 

flashing. Kit is complete; includes knob, chrome- 

grey dial, prewired switch assembly, 12 v. flasher, | 

easy instructions, and wiring diagrams. ) 


H&H TRAFFICATOR - 





ONLY *15.95 ppd. 





(dir. discounts avail.) Box 172 
62 


+ Warrington, Pa. 


"55 Ford V8 Road Test 


(Continued from page 34) Yet, we know 
from experience that the residue from a 
two-year-old’s muddy feet can be brushed 
off quite readily. 

Mention of two-year-olds reminds us 
of the distaff side and their problems. Dur- 
ing the course of the test, we lent the car 
to the gals for a shopping expedition and 
went along with a camera. Parking, for 
once, was not a problem, as you can see 
by our eye level picture from the driver's 
seat. The wrap-around windshield afford- 


‘55 FORD V8 CUSTOMLINE WITH FORDOMATIC 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: OHV V8. Bore 3% in. Stroke 3%, in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.909:1. Compression ratio 7.6 
to 1. Displacement 272 cu. in. Advertised bhp 162 
@ 4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. .0.596. Piston travel 
@ max. bhp 2420 ft. per ~'r Max. bmep 143.0 
psi. Max. torque 258 ft. Ib. @ 2200 rpm. 

DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is three- 
speed synchromesh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 
2.57, 2nd 1.63, 3rd 1.00, reverse 3.13. AUTOMATIC 
transmission is Fordomatic, three-element torque 
converter with planetary gears. RATIOS: Drive, 1.47 
x converter ratio and torque converter only (2.40, 
1.47 and converter only, at full throttle through 
downshift detent); Low, 2.40 x converter ratio; 
Reverse, 2.00 x converter ratio. Maximum converter 
ratio at stall 2.1. OVERDRIVE transmission is stand- 
ard shift with planetary gears. RATIO: 0.7. 

REAR AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.78, 3.89 optional; 
Fordomatic 3.31, 3.55 optional; Overdrive, 3.89, 
3.55 optional. 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 115!% in. Tread 58 front, 
56 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.03:1. Overall 
width 75% in. Overall length 19814 in. Overall 





ed us excellent forward visibility. 

There are some small items which w 
could quibble about, such as the high 
trunk ledge (necessitated by the gasoline 
filler located therein) and the lethal-lookf 
ing (to good leather luggage) hinges op 
the lid, but this wouldn’t be fair, as all 
cars seem to have their fair share of de. 
sign quirks. Overall, the Ford Customlingf % 
sedan was designed and built to satisfy 
the day-to-day needs of your family, and 
we wouldn’t be at all surprised if it turned 
out to be your choice with just that pur 
pose in mind. —Don MacDonald 
















height (empty) 61 in. Turning diameter 41.1 ft. Tur 
lock to lock 414. Test car weight 3525 Ibs. Test 
weight/bhp ratio 21.8:1. Weight distribution 
front, 43% rear. Tire size 6.70 x 15, tubeless. 
PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and ha 
charges, but not freight) MAINLINE, business 
$1706, two-door sedan $1807, four-door 
$1853. CUSTOMLINE, two-door sedan $1901, fou. 
door sedan $1945. FAIRLANE, two-door 
$2014, four-door sedan $2060, hardtops $2 
$2302, and $2372 (plastic top), convertible $ 
STATION WAGONS, $2143, $2209, $2256, $: 
$2492. (Six-cylinder models approximately 
less; add $38 to above Fairlane and station w 
prices for 182-horsepower V8 engine.) 
ACCESSORIES: Radio $99, heater $71, power brak 
$32, power seat $64, power windows, $102, ove 
drive $110, Fordomatic $178, white sidewall 
(ex hange) $27. 

PARTS AND LABOR COSTS and ESTIMATED 
PER MILE for the ‘55 Ford will appear in an 
issue. 





‘55 Plymouth V8 Road Test 


(Continued from page 22) of fuel econ- 
omy—steady speed checks. 

Fuel Economy: On a comparative per- 
formance basis, fuel economy is where 
the ‘55 Plymouth comes out second best 
to the '54 car (equipped with Hy-Drive, 
which was by its very nature more eco- 
nomical than a full torque converter). At 
steady speeds of 30, 45, 60, and 75 mph, 
and in stop-and-go driving, the °55 gets 
anywhere from 0.4 mpg less (at 75) up 
to 4.1 mpg less (at 30). There are two 
consolations for increased fuel consump- 
tion: (1) when you stick your foot in the 
carburetor, the car will really go now, and 
(2) it will run very effectively on regular 
gasoline (we used Mobilgas Regular in 
all of our tests), whereas most cars now 
require the higher octane (and more ex- 
pensive ) Ethyl grades. 

High Speed Acceleration: On a com- 
parative basis last year, the Plymouth 
showed little inclination to show its rear 
bumper to any other car. At normal high- 
way cruising speeds (55-65 mph), how- 
ever, we did feel that it was quite ade- 
quate for passing. This year’s passability 
is fantastically improved: it takes only 
5.5 seconds to get to 50 mph from 30 (it 
took 11.7 last year), and 16.2 to get from 
there on up to 80 (47 seconds last year )! 
This doesn’t mean that it’s advisable to 
up your cruising speeds because you can 
pass quicker, but it does mean that you 
can cruise at the same highway speeds as 
before and when it’s necessary to pass, 






you can do so with considerably more 
safety margin. With PowerFlite, you @ 
downshift into LOW range by giving it 
throttle under 50 mph. 

Traffic Light Acceleration: Up to 3 © 
mph, the 55 Plymouth with PowerFlieq 7 
doesn’t surge too far ahead of the ‘4 * 
Plymouth with Hy-Drive. The standati 
transmission, with a 2.57 low gear and 
2.6 torque multiplication provided through 
the torque converter (giving virtually 

7 to 1 take-off gear), is undoubtedly whaj 
enabled the early-model '54 car (of 6 
lesser hp) to stay fairly even to 30 mp 

At that point, however, the °55 pul 
farther ahead, getting up to 60 mph sevet 
seconds sooner. At the end of a quarter 
mile, the 55 is going 10 mph faster tha 
the Hy-Drive 54 car. During all the aq, 
celeration runs (and there were many ), th 
wheels spun only once on taking off 
that was when we pulled off the road an 
got some gravel on the tires. The auto 
matic upshift from LOW to DRIVE camé 

at 4700 rpm, which is slightly above wher 
the engine develops its maximum poweéf 
but trying different shifting patterns (ant 
lower rpms ) by using LOW, then manuall 
shifting to DRIVE, did not improve t 
acceleration times. 

Transmission: PowerFlite transmission | 
not new this year, but the dash locatio 
for the quadrant selector is new to 3 
Chrysler products. At first blush, mo 
people who looked at the car while ¥ t 
drove it around the streets and highwa 
of Detroit said they liked the quadras 
location. They didn’t even stop to cof 
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Other Trend Books now available 


World Wide Automotive Year Book: A valuable book 
showing every production car in the world to- 
day. Complete data on performance, cost and 
construction details. Facts on 271 different 
makes with over 230 revealing photos. 


Plastic Cars: The book that shows you how to de- 
sign and build, to your own design, a fiberglas 
car, boat, furniture and household items. Here 
is a guide to supply sources and facts on all 
current production cars. 


Classic Cars & Antiques: A collector’s handbook on 
how to look for, buy and restore vintage cars. 
Interesting historical background on all classics 
plus a chapter on the development of the auto- 
mobile. 144 pages and 225 photos of over 100 
different makes. 


Custom Cars 1955 Annual: A showcase of the coun- 
try’s top ten customs revealing intimate con- 
struction details and helpful ideas that you can 
use. A complete section on doing your own 
upholstery is worth the cost of the book alone. 


Look for these informative Trend Books on 
your newsstand today! 


February 1955 


HOT ROD 


1955 AMMUAL 


‘=> 


* 


Here is the latest, most up-to-date book 
yet offered on the nation’s newest fast- 
est sport! 


Nearly 150 pages packed full of photos, 
diagrams and expertly written chap- 
ters, will give you valuable inside infor- 
mation, much of which is revealed for 
the first time in this exciting book. 


See how you can build your own chassis, 
boost engine horsepower—from simple 
street to full race modifications; Details 
on safety features for your car; how to 
organize hometown drag strips plus a 
complete listing of official country-wide 
timing records. 


Look for this new Trend Book on your 
newsstand today or use the handy cou- 
pon below to order your copy now, 








MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 


Trend Books 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $.................- for... ..books at 85¢ each (includes postage 
and handling). $1 in Canada. 


( Hot Rod 1955 Annual (J Classic Cars & Antiques 
(] Custom Cars 1955 Annual J] World Wide Automotive Year Book 
[] Plastic Cars 
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Learn This Craft...Earn Big Money 


Look at the Help Wanted ads in your paper. The billion- 
dollar auto repair trade needs trained men NOW! The 
demand is big . . . pay is big . . . opportunities are great. 
You have a chance to grow with this growing trade, pet- 
haps set up your own profitable shop. 


CASH IN ON YOUR SPARE TIME! 
You can begin your Auto Body & Fender Training at home 
in spare time with the proven UEI plan. You learn about | 
appearance reconditioning, metalwork, painting, welding, | 
other practical phases without leaving your present job. 
Then get actual practice in our large, well-equipped shops, | 
repairing wrecked cars under the guidance of skilled in- 
structors. Get FREE book and all the facts by sending 
coupon NOW! 
UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 2523 Sheffield Ave. 
Auio-Crafts Div Dept. XAN-16 Chicago 14, III 


MAIL TODAY FOR FREE FACTS 


Aute-Crafts Div. 

UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 

9593 Sheffield Ave., Dept. XAN-16 

YES! Rush FREE Book and full facts on Auto Body 
& Fender Repair Training. 


Name Age 
Address 
City ....Zone or County State 


{ ) Check for special information if under 17. 
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CUSTOM CLUB PLATES 








FREE FREE 
How to form Specs--prices— 
your own how to order— 





club literature design ideas 


Sample of our own club plate available to Shell Decal 
Club Members. To customers, only $5, postpaid. 

Identify your club or auto group with our custom-made 
plates. Not painted tin or mass-stamped imitations with 
cartoon and funny paper symbols but heavy cast alu- 
minum. Distinctive designs on a highly polished surface 

Send today for free club plate and year-end special 
sales listing. 


SHELL ° MUFFLER SHOP AR 7-8283 


11726 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 25, California 





PREVENTS 


CRACKING, 
FADING! 


ONE OPERATION 

Cleans, softens, protects leather 

or plastic upholstery! Highly 

concentrated —long lasting. 
8-0Z. CAN 











(-—3-IN-1 EFFICIENCY—, 





| 

saddle soap CLEANS | 

| neatsfoot oil CONDITIONS | | 
L beeswax PROTECTS | 
AT Your | 


ly #4 ppd. 


DEALER on 7% 












A - 


y — 


|| From California, where custom de- | 
LY _ signs originate, comes this easily 

mountable air scoop to give your car that look of | 
power and speed. Priced at $4.95. Order direct or 

write for further information. Send $2 deposit, Bal- 
ance C.O.D. 
Custom Center, 2412 Dallas St., Los Angeles 29 


DON'T DRILL the manifold! 


} 
Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR | 
FLANGE to instal! your | 





VALVE OILER * WATER INJECTOR 
VACUUM GAUGE ¢ VACUUMHORN 
Send $2.00, make & model car te: 
FLANGES 
P. 0. Box 526, Burbank, Calif. 





sider if it was better, or worse, or harder 
to reach, or easier. They just liked it. It’s 
adjacent to the key-starter (which is 
where Chrysler people say it should be, 
“because DRIVE range satisfies most driv- 
ing requirements”). After we had used it 
for the first few times to get out of a 
tight parking spot, we forgot all about it 
until it was necessary to move it into RE- 
VERSE, or into NEUTRAL, when restarting. 
Low would only be used for extreme 
downhill braking, or for a manual method 
of downshifting for passing at speeds be- 
low 50 mph. It seems that this may be a 
means of making the motoring public 
forget about shifting for themselves. This 
thought seems to be furthered by the fact 
that no light is provided for the quadrant. 
In its automatic shifts, the transition 
from one gear to the next (either up or 
down ) is made smoothly. Under full-throt- 
tle acceleration it upshifts at 60 mph. 
Engine: A comparison of the previous Six 
and the new V8 has already been made 
by giving the performance figures of the 
two model year cars. The only other 
comparisons that can be made are in re- 
gard to accessibility. The previous engine 
was fairly accessible, except for distribu- 
tor, fuel pump, and valves (although 
not as difficult as some engines of this 
type), while such things as sparkplugs, 
carburetor, etc., were easy to get at. In 
the new V8, the distributor is easily ac- 
cessible by removing the large carburetor 
air cleaner; the valves can be adjusted 
after removing the valve cover; the fuel 
pump is low on the engine but there’s 
room around it; and the plugs (unlike 
many of the new and crowded V8s) are 
also easy to remove. 

The V8 engine is not hard starting un- 
der normal and fairly cold conditions, but 
is somewhat noisier, especially under 
downshifts, than the six. At one time, 
the engine stalled and it was only after 
tracing out the fuel flow and all the wir- 
ing that the trouble was found: a slight- 
ly loose wire from the coil to distributor 
(apparently loosened up by testing and 
traffic driving). Don MacDonald tells us 


‘55 PLYMOUTH V8 BELVEDERE WITH POWERFLITE 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: OHV V8. Bore 3‘%¢ in. Stroke 314 in. 
Stroke bore ratio 0.912:1. Compression ratio 7.6 to 
1. Displacement 260 cu. in. Advertised bhp 167 @ 
4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.642. Piston travel @ 
max. bhp 2383 ft. per min. Max. bmep 133.9 psi. 
Max. torque 231 ft.-ib. @ 2400 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is three- 
speed synchromésh using helical gears. RATIOS: Ist 
2.57, 2nd 1.83, 3rd 1.00, reverse 3.48. AUTOMATIC 
transmission is Powerflite, three-element torque 
converter with planetary gears. RATIOS: Drive, 1.72 
x converter ratio, and converter only; Low, 1.72 x 
converter ratio; Reverse, 2.39 x converter ratio. 
Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.6. OVERDRIVE 


is dard shift with planetary gears. 





RATIO: 0.7. 


REAR AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.73, PowerFlite 
3.54, Overdrive 4.1. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 115 in. Tread 58° front, 
5814 rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 1.97:1. Overall 
width 7414 in. Overall length 203%0 in. Overall 
height (empty) 6214. Turning diameter 40 ft. 6 in. 
Turns lock to lock, 5 (314 with power steering). 


he encountered the same trouble with 
the Dodge truck (with an engine simi- 
lar to the Plymouth V8) he drove. 

Brakes: Each year, brake stopping dis- 
tances on the new cars seem to improve 
over the previous year; this year is no 
exception. At 30 mph, the 55 Plymouth 
squats to a stop in 30 feet, 15 feet less than 
the 54, and taking it from the worst in 
its class to above the best (as of last 
year). The same improvement is notice- 
able at 45 and 60 (the other speeds at 
which we check stopping distance). No 
fade was encountered at any time during 
any of the testing (10 days of hard driv- 
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ing and over 1100 miles). There’s con- 
siderable dive to the front end when you 
stomp on the brakes, but the tires claw 
into the pavement down to about 40 mph, 
where they let go and skidding begins. At 
no time did the car swerve, even once 
when it was necessary to hit the brakes 
hard at 90 mph. 

As a test of the power brake feature, 
we switched off the ignition while doing 
60 mph, hit the brakes a couple of times 
(to slow up the car), then on the third 
time had to really stand on it to apply 
enough pressure to stop the car. This is an 
indication that there’s not quite enough 
reserve vacuum in this power system. 

As we said at the beginning of this road 
test write-up, “In comparing this car to 
its "54 counterpart, it’s truly outstand- 
ing.” It has driving ease of the first order; 
terrific vision; a somewhat less legible in- 
strument panel; comfort for driver and 
front and rear seat passengers; the softest 
ride of its class; good roadability (which 
could be improved); less fuel economy, 
compared to last year’s car with a differ- 
ent and more economical transmission 
(you can get much better if you want to 
sacrifice driving ease by getting a car with 
overdrive ); notably improved acceleration 
at all speed ranges; a smoothly operating 
automatic transmission in PowerFlite; an 
easy-to-work-on, but somewhat noisier en- 
gine; and greatly improved brakes. All 
of this adds up to a product that’s going) 
to satisfy lots of people. —Walt Woron 

[a 
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Test car weight 3710 Ibs. Test car weight 
ratio 22.2:1. Weight distribution 56% front, 
rear. Tire size 6.70 x 15, tubeless. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at main 
factory, federal tax, and delivery and handiing 
charges, but not freight) PLAZA, two-door sedan 
$1841, four-door sedan $1884. SAVOY, two-door 
sedan $1940, four-door sedan $1983. BELVEDERE, 
two-door sedan $2093, four-door sedan $2083, 





hardtop $2216, convertible $2351. STATION WAG: Itires, r 


ONS, prices not available at presstime. (Six 
cylinder models $96 less. Above prices are for 167- 
horsepower models; add $30 for 177 hp engine.) 


ACCESSORIES: (Prices do not include federal tax.) 
Powerflite $165, overdrive $100, power steering 
$90, power brakes $35, power seat $42, powef 
windows $95, radio $83, air-conditioning (V8 
only) $525, heaters $45 and $70, white sidewall 
tires (exchange) $25. 


PARTS AND LABOR COSTS and ESTIMATED COST 
PER MILE for the ‘55 Plymouth will appeor in on 
early issue. 


Motor Trend 





















ia Col | 'N’ Cwap You Can’t Make a Better Buy... To Save Your Life! 


ng dis- 
mprove : ks SUMAR’S “Auto-Aero” SAFETY SEAT 
Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not BELTS with patented “Tog-L-Lok” 


r IS NO Biginaing name and address), first come, first served; 
, we reserve the vight to edit where necessary; we 
ymouth ie not responsible for accuracy of description, buckle. Complete with all tie-down 


ess than ithough we will reject any misleading statements. 
his service is not open to commercial advertisers. hardware and fittings... Plus, simple 


vOrSt 1M Byy ads will be accepted if payment is not made in instructions. 
of last prance and such communications will not be ac- 4 
pnowledged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 
motice- Bungle Sell ’N’ Swap insertion. This limitation will Made to aircraft specs, engineered 
si mot apply to parts, catalogs, etc. The charge 15 Ten 
eeds at jour dollars per insertion. If your car is unusual and for your car. Five colors, Grey, p 
e). I you bave a photo of it suitable for publication. you Blue or Marcon 
) No may Submit it with your ad. If we decide to print tt Green, : 
during ihere’s no cost to you for the cut, but we'll have to 


-d dria li per F aga to use. Sorry, no photos can be POSTPAID IN USA 


>"5 con. 
len you SELL $16.95 
es claw MODEL T PARTS; widest range, many types; new, 
O mph, fused items available. Mimeographed listing sent free. 
. Engine, mechanical parts older model cars available. 
gins. At fe R. Hemmings, 1036 Hampshire, Quincy, IIl. 
m once PARTS FOR °36 Auburns, ‘29, '37 Packard 8s; 34 
Pierce-Arrow engine, complete, 20,000 miles; °34 
brakes Q(adillac, also many other classic and antique parts. 
Write for complete list. M. T. Kaufmann, Re. 1 N E W | ! 1 
geen Wis. eee 

feos x7 A supercharged phaeton; straight 8 like 
feature, lycoming; 2-speed rear end. Write for information s cd O RT Ss MA N . Ss CA M 
> doing find free photo. $350 or best offer. A. F. Trapani, 
f ti 321 W. 42nd Pl., Chicago 9, Ill. 
yr tiMES 135 CHRYSLER Airflow, straight 8 with overdrive; 
e third Joginal, needs paint. Write for information and free 
photo. $200 or best offer. A. F. Trapani, 321 W. 
> apply |i2nd Pl., Chicago 9, Ill. 
me 20 OLDSMOBILE 6-cylinder touring; excellent 
MS 1S aM Joechanical — te and leather es 
> like new; registered and running; 66 Marlboro Rd., 
enough [Minar Now 
m. 35 HUDSON 8 4-door sedan; black original paint, 
: d good tires, cwo new. Engine, body, excellent. Electric 
US FOad |hift; clean, sound throughout. $425. John E. 
car to |Walmsley, 333 Irving Ave., Astoria, Ore. 
35 AUBURN SPEEDSTER, Model 851; top show- 
itstand- fom condition throughout. Where can you buy this 
+ order: ype car in almost new condition for $2275? Lorn 

CST, Ylane, 1138 E. North St., Rapid City, S. D. 
ible in- 132 LINCOLN KB 12-cylinder Judkins 4-door Ber- 
line; engine disassembled, engine accessories and 
er and dutch rebuilt; can be restored. Will sell as is or 
softest by piece. Harold Guerin, Box 988, Hammond, La. 

: * PACKARD 12, 7-passenger sedan; wire whee’ 
( which }with side mounts; extra clean, good running condi- 
tion; entire or will sell any parts. $300 entire. Ren 
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PHONE C-8174 a 
109 NORTH 7th STREET DEPT. M TERRE HAUTE. INDIANA 








sold out on newsstands across the nation 


ONnOMY, FHeaton, 908 Poplar St., Terre Haute, Ind. | 
differ. }37 CORD AMBULANCE, series 810, 7-pass. limou- | but now 
Mem ee o — ay nag ey Jagers A] bi 
mission [funeral Home, Athens, io. Phone 31567. | 
‘ 29 FORD PHAETON; six wire wheels, trunk; like | availa e 
want (0 fnew, low mileage. Will sell to satisfactory buyer. b il 
ar with {William C. Gadd, 405 Reel Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. y man... 


. 23 CADILLAC, 7-pass. limousine; in good original 
leration fondition. Car can be driven away. Licensed 1954: order today! 
Rr. $275 or make reasonable offer. Robert E. Hager, 
erating 7209 S. Birmingham Ave., Avalon, Pittsburgh 2, Pa. 
lite: an }39 ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom close-coupled sedan 
35,000 original miles; excellent condition. Acquired | Now sold out on newsstands across the nation 













— but still available by mail order. these valuable 
“wae Trend Books are a must tor vour library! Writ- 
5 g0m ; a ten by the experts, these handy manuals are 
oron a. — a chock-tull of helpful ideas. revealing photos 


and facts unavailable elsewhere. 


You may assure yourself of having any one of 
these great books by mailing the handy coupon 
below today! Don’t wait, the supply is definite- 
ly limited! 





ight Mae ytom original owner. $2975. Mr. Vivian A. Corra- 
, =. 401 S. Old Ranch Rd., Arcadia, Calif.; DOug- 


T- . 
37 CORD 812 sedan; engine, transmission, rebuilt. 


at main [Supercharger not installed; needs rebuilding. Red #107 “DREAM CARS” 
handting find black paint. Best offer over $1000. Write for Dare most unusual cars; past, present, future. TREND BOOKS ° 
Dr oe ee Gonege Metzger, 1450 Medfield Ave., Balcti- 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
wo-co' more a ” 
‘ ; : (1 #105 “RESTYLE YOUR CAR 

a M4 ae ds ae ee te ee yo Custom techniques, materials in full detail. Enclosed is $..... for the books checked at left 
N WAG: hiites, runs well, rare 4-pass. model. Sanford Ballou, | ; 54 et we each, postpaid. $1 each for residents of 
ne. (Six #1208 N. Euclid Ave. Ontario, Calif. | © #103 “HOW TO BUY A CAR anada. 
for 167-132 DESOTO roadster, 6-cyl., wire wheels, rumble | New or used; a valuable illustrated guide. 
engine.) fiat, folding windshield, completely restored, new | 

wh., top, paint, chrome. Write for pics & details. 0 #104 “SPEED & SPORT” WOIDD: sin vsvccnsceusstenssens+scatetstinccabenes * 
ral tax.) §§750. Jim L. Marshall, Case Dormitory Box 219, History, events; the complete sports car story. 


steer TS PIERCE-ARROW sedan; interi mM 

ef - an; interior excellent; two x ” 
‘gq (Ve new tires, V-12 engine. No rust but needs paint. O #115 “HIGH FIDELITY 
sidewall - ng Louis Rullman, 307 E. Garro St., 
ymouth, Ind. * 
49 FORD with Oldsmobile V8 engine, Hydra-Matic 1] #108 “SPIN TACKLE FISHING ; 
D COST | %smission; new paint; uph: Very good conversion Facts, photos on the popular new sport. ee tan vbecisesssswuned zone....state........ 
oe in ae for performance and driving satisfaction. $800. Louis 
~s Rullman, 307 E. Garro St., Plymouth, Ind. 


A guide to an exciting new sound. 
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Feb, 7th 


is the 
big date! 


If you want all the facts on the 
1955 cars, including revealing 
photos, price breakdowns on all 
models, plus personal driving 
impressions and appraisals by 
MT's staff of motoring experts, 
you'll want to make sure that 
your newsstand dealer reserves 
for you a copy of the March issue 
of Motor Trend, the Car Owners’ 
Magazine! 


On sale everywhere beginning 
Feb. 17th, March Motor Trend 
will feature the most complete 
automotive buyer’s guide ever 
published in a consumer maga- 
zine. 


All 16 American-made stock 
cars are covered in MT’s 22 
page buyer’s guide section, ap- 
pearing exclusively in the larg- 
est selling* automotive maga- 
zine in the world. That's Motor 
Trend for March. 


*431,011 net paid copies sold, ac- 
cording to the latest ABC (Audit Bu- 
reav of Circulation) report. 


Remember, March Motor 
Trend is the annual New 
Car Buyer's Guide ...on 
sale Feb. 17th! 











SELL (Continued) 


JAGUAR XK-120-M, modified to complete compe- 
tition specifications. “C’’ clutch, head, carburetors. 
Close-ratio gears, hydro-injection; black, chromed 
wire wheels. $3500 or best offer. Alexander James 


Azar, Jr., 3101 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La. 
‘37 CORD conv. custom with pushbutton doors, 
windows, rear deck; new paint, red uph., new tires 
completely overhauled. Showroom condition. John 
Capozzi, 50 Hine St., Patterson, N.J. 

‘53, EDWARDS AMERICA conv. coupe; Olds 98 


engine, Hydra-Matic transmission, 2-tone leather uph., 
wire wheels, radio. No trades. $3000. Edwards Engi- 
neering Co., Butler Rd., South San Francisco, Calif. 
52 JAGUAR XK-120-C; new frame; complete new 
front end and steering; engine completely rebuilt; 
%6 bore; 9:1 pistons; no trades, as is, not painted; 
$5000. Edwar 73 a Co., Butler Rd., South 


San Francisco, 
20 MILBURN GT ELECTRIC in excellent con- 


dition and running order; original except paint; driv- 





en over 300 miles this summer. $3500. J. E. New- 
man, 425 Walnut, Chillicothe, Mo. 

‘51 HENRY J, 6-cyl. chassis complete, also Henry J 
chassis with Olds 98 engine and steering installed. 
Price for both, $1200. Edwards Engineering Co., 
Butler Rd., South San Francisco, Calif. 
LINCOLN OHV V8 engine, 160 hp, 
$250. Two '54 Lincoln engines, 205 hp plus, new. 
Mex. Rd. Race modifications; high-lift cams, solid 
valve lifters. $500 ea. Edwards Engineering Co., But- 
ler Rd., South San Francisco, Calif. 

‘41 HOLLYWOOD GRAHAM-MOBILE with ‘50 
Olds 88 engine and Hydra-Matic trans. Radio, heater; 
fast 0-60 mph in 10 sec. Reliable. Needs paint, 
minor body work. $850. rae Jones, 1303 McKinley, 
Compton, Calif. NE. 1-57 


stock, used, 


DISMANTLED: ‘54 MORGAN Plus 4, '53 Singer 
1500, ‘52 Volkswagen, four Fiat 500's, will sell 
whole, parts. Fiberglas, blowers, a instruments, 
excellent. John E. Nayior, Jr., 105 N. Line Dr., 
New Orleans, La. 

36 CLASSIC PACKARD convertible 4-dr. sedan; 


new rubber, original and unrestored; good condition 
throughout. Needs no major work. A black beauty; 


$475 or best offer. Sullivan, 111 Beacon St., Green- 
field, Mass. 
‘33 CHEVROLET roadster; new tan top, new jet 


black paint, good tires, good running shape; a stylish 
litle car for $350 - best offer. Sullivan, 111 Beacon 
St., Greenfield, Mas: 

‘21 WILLS SAINTE CLAIRE sedan and '23 Wills 
Sainte Claire roadster. F. Edwards, 839 Marsh Road, 
Menlo Park, Calif. 

MERCEDES-BENZ magnificent supercharged 500-K 


4-seater conv., specimen condition; practical for 
jauntings, rallies: photos, data sheets, 25c. Best bid 
over $1950. W. C. Wilkinson, 137 North Larch, 


Lansing, Mich. 

31 FRANKLIN town sedan; 6 wire wheels, good 
tires, condition good and if repainted would be beau- 
tiful. Runs excellently. $500. Karl Israel Jr., 5100 
City Line Ave., Philadelphia; Phone GReenwood 


7-1155. 

‘23 BUICK MASTER SIX sport coach; excellent 
throughout; runs beautifully; in storage °31-'50; 
about 35,000 miles; steamer trunk, good tires. $400. 
R. Pieri _Jr., 201 Summit Ave., Syracuse, N.Y. 

22 MODEL T FORD coupe, in excellent condition. 
Good 30 x 314 tires; new top and paint. Pictures on 
request. Clark D. Smith, Box 54, 


$400. 

Kans. 

TWO FOR ONE: two '34 PACKARD 8s; excellent 
mechanically; 14,000 miles on complete overhaul; 
new tires, right fenders rough. Send 25c coin for 
details and photos. Hollis E. Rice, 4907 N. Lacey 
St., Spokane, Wash. 

K-2 ALLARD. ‘53 modified Cadillac engine; 8.5:1 
compression; Alfin drums; Borrani race wheels; cus- 
tomized by Fina. Details: self-addressed stamped en- 


Sycamore, 


velope. C. E. Kornhoff, Carnival of Cars, 1539 
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
'°34 MERCEDES-BENZ 380-K roadster, beautifully 


rebuilt 1952; originally owned by Minister of State, 
Bavaria; Details: self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
G. E. Kornhoff, 1539 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
‘48 CONTINENTAL HARDTOP, perfectly restored 
mechanically and in appearance; personally driven, 
must sell immediately. Call or write for photos, de- 
scription. First $2500 cash buys. P. Jaffe, 1622 
Union Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 

'29 GRAHAM-PAIGE 4 dr. sedan, original maroon 
finish body, black fenders, 5 good tires, top panel, 











cushions reupholstered, inside side panels need we 
$300. Glenn Johnson, 353 Club Drive, San 

tonio, Tex. 

°30 CHRYSLER not rusted or rotted; garaged p 
of the time; running every day; needs paint 

rings; reasonable offer. R. L. Oberholtzer, 2729 Ga 
field Ave., Camden 5, N.J. 

38 PACKARD V-12 formal sedan; sidemoung 
power brakes, power’ asst. clutch, radio, heater; m 
chanically good; .needs paint. $150 or make reasog 
able offer. Harold Wanaselja, 826 Page Ave., Stang 
Island, N.Y. 

'32 PIERCE-ARROW 8, 5-pass. sedan, sidemou 

blue body, black fenders; engine, body, interior a 
firm original mileage of 25,000. Make offer. Richay 
P. Mullin, 5 Emrose Terrace, Dorchester, Mass. 









37 CORD, 4-dr. Beverly sedan; excellent body, goo 
engine; have another complete car for parts. $70 


takes all. Charles W. Potts, Box 175, Grandfalh 
Texas. Phone 7-2238. 
‘07 PATENT, ROUND 3-RING oil side la 


in storage since before World War ] 
$15 pair; matching tail lamp, $10, FOB. Al Davi 
Box 98A, Mammoth, Ariz. 

°36 LINCOLN V-12, 7-pass. sedan, Model 
36,000 miles; aluminum body, cylinder head 
crankcase; original and immaculate throughout; pid 
10c; ($5000 new) $500. David B. Keith, 10 
Topliff Hall, Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H. 
‘29 LOCOMOBILE; 1 driver-owner, original excel 
lent body and mechanical condition. Six extra ti 
$750 or will take best offer. Frank T. Hillike 
3506 Hawthorne Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 


11%” all, 


‘41 LINCOLN-ZEPHYR 4-dr. sedan; 100°7 orig 
inal; radio, heater, 5 new Firestone tires; 39,06 
actual miles; ail original and spotless conditio 


$575. Liedkie Chevrolet, Milford, N.Y. Phone 378! 
'32 PIERCE-ARROW 4-dr. club sedan, 385 cu. in 
Model 54; all new uph., paint; six wire wheels, goo 
engine, new trans. Pictures sent. $550. D. R. Jol 
son, 120-12th Ave., So., South St. Paul, Minn. 
‘53 ALLARD J2X, ‘52 Cadillac engine; windshi 
wipers, top, luggage rack, wire wheels, racing tite 
never raced: excellent condition; 9000 miles. Fi 
offer over $2000. R. B. Robinson, 1405 Henry 
Detroit, Mich. 


°'35 HISPANO-SUIZA conv. 
Excellent i 
rubber 


coupe de ville; 6 
6 wire wheels, new di 
cost new $19,06 


throughout; 


tires; rt.-hand drive; 


$2500. Karl Israel Jr., 5100 “a Line Ave., Phila 
delphia: Phone GReenwood 7-1155. 

35 DESOTO Airflow coupe, ped? SG; 6 cyl., over 
drive; very rare, streamlined and practical. Has new 
paint, etc. $225 or best offer. W. M. Schneider, 
265 Beech Ave., Chula Vista, Calif. 

'38 PACKARD Super 8 sedan; approx. 1000 mile 


new top, good 6-ply tires, 


on overhauled engine; 
L. W. Bohle, 834 


good upholstery and paint. $600. 
Main St., Lebanon, Ore 

'36 CHRYSLER Airflow Imperial 8, 4-dr., 2 heat 
ers, power brakes, overdrive, easily restorable; i 
daily use. For pictures and details, write: Wm. 
son, Box 183, Meadowlands, Minn. 

‘29 STUDEBAKER PRESIDENT 8 4-dr., origi 
showrom condition; 22,000 miles, original 

license plates, tools, manual; Even original paint om 
engine and chassis excellent. Best offer over $650) 
Gene Leon, 306 S. Washington St., Bloomfield, lowa! 
‘40 FORD CUSTOM conv., channeled 6”, pala 
green, ‘51 Olds engine, Lincoln gears; 12,000 miles) 
excellent shape; 40c for color pic, information) 
Vince Tylman, 805!4 South State, Champaign, Ill 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv.; white top, 
Arctic metallic blue enamel; beautiful appearance, 
V-12 engine burning oil, but running condition 
$1400 cash. R. ©. Teslow, 301 Union St., Valpe 
raiso, Ind. Phone 2-8082. 

'38 MERCEDES-BENZ 320 town sedan; new valves, 
clutch, brakes, etc. $200 of factory spare parts; good 
condition throughout. $1500 invested. Best offer ovet 
$1000. J. B. Hibbitts, 229 Hillwood Drive, Nast 
ville, Tenn. 


SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


'37 CORD Beverly, fully restored except upholstery. 
apple green, replated chrome, running gear and ef 
gine overhauled. $1000 or swap for sports car. H. 
E. Larkin, 3364 Chevenne Ave., San Diego 17, Calif. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop; 5000 
miles since complete restoration; 185 hp Merculy 
engine. Will sacrifice for $1500. Consider trade. G. 
K. Duncan, 4205 Suder Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 


¥ 
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_ $200. Come and get it! 


‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL; beautiful Rocket 
engine, Hydra-Matic. Swap for ‘50 or later Jaguar, 
Cadillac or Oldsmobile. $2600 invested. Gene Grider, 
English, Ind. 

‘36 DUESENBERG MURPHY convertible; com- 
pletely restored; new lacquer, leather, canvas, rubber: 
six chromed wire wheels. Mech. excellent. Swap for 
Mercedes 300-S in comparable condition. J. 
Myers, 445 Otis Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn. 

AUBURN 852 S/C SPEEDSTER: like new, for '33 
V-12 Auburn phaeton with sidemounts and wire 
en in excellent condition. No offers. S. Lopez, 
Rt. Bear Hill Estates, Towners, N.Y. 

BRIS: CRAFT SPEEDBOAT, 25 ft. Sportsman mod 
el, Scripps marine engine, 225 hp, excellent condi- 
tion, cost $7500. Sell or Bed for late model Jaguar 
Mark VII or other sports car. D. W. Ryan, P. O. 
Box 5006, Houston, Tex. WEntworth 5571. 
GLASSPAR ROADSTER, just completed; new com 


nents; convertible top, Naugahyde rolls, pleats. 
Modified 59-A engine excellent. Pics 25c. Cost 
$3100, sell $2700. Consider trade. L. W. Fadely. 


4508 Conquista Ave., Lakewood 8, Calif. 

‘42 CONTINENTAL COUPE: rebuilt V-12 engine. 
high compression heads, overdrive, leather uph., ww 
tires, radio, heater, new maroon paint. $1350 or 
comparable trade. J. R. Showalter P. O. Box #12, 
Denver, Penn 

BUELL AIR “HORNS with 12-v. compressor and air 


valve, tank and fittings, for best cash or trade for 
professional photo equipment. H. L. Phillips, 20 
Puritan Road, Watertown 72, Mass. 

el AP 1952 Studebaker Commander V8, color Sa- 


hara Sand Tan: one owner; car in exceptionally good 
condition; for clean sports car. Give complete infor- 
mation, including make, year, condition. Max Frey, 
223 W. Walnut St., Ashland, Ohio. 

48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL convertible; has 
power brakes and new ‘54 Chrysier V8 engine. Orig- 
inal finish, interior like new, only 39,000 miles 
$2195 or trade A . Atkinson, 17 Prospect Ave. 
S.E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 

54 AUSTIN-HEALEY 100, just broken in, 
miles; blue, all accessories, high-speed tires, 
raced. Sell $2795 or trade for family car. Capt. V. 
Hopple, 63rd TC Gp., DAFB, Greenville, S.C. Tel. 
5741, Ext. 8261. 

47 CONTINENTAL CONV.; overdrive, V-12 
bored .030, 3 heaters, good whitewall tires, nice 
blue and white leather int. Best offer or swap for 
Ford Ranch Wagon. Ted Beebe, 3345 Ruckle Sr., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

50 FIAT, model 500-C, 30,000 miles; excellent 
condition throughout; sell outright or swap for what 
have you. A. Francis, 218 Castlewood Dr., Lexing- 


2700 


ton, Ky. Phone 49800. 
27 CHEVROLET 4-dr.; original throughout, good 
condition, extra parts; swap for Crosley and cash or 


W. Gasko, 5319 Sunshine 
Dr., St. Louis, Mo. 


41 CADILLAC: 60 Special, Hydra-Matic, origina! 
radio and heater, ww tires, sliding panel above front 
seat. For same model with standard transmission. 
Consider selling. A. T. Davis, 654 Hutchinson Dr., 
North Augusta, S.C. 

‘°38 PACKARD 12 touring cabriolet by Brunn: prize 
winner. Excellent condition inside and out. Mechani- 
cally excellent. Will sell or trade for late Lincoln 
Cont. hardtop. Frank Erlin, Jr., 201 Sansome Sc.. 
San Francisco 4, Calif. 


WANTED 


OLD LICENSE PLATES before 1925; good prices 
for first issues, enamels, etc., badly need Ga., Ala., 
Miss., La., Ark., Tex.; send list to Linville Auto 
Museum, Winterset, Iowa. 

‘20-21 PAIGE DAYTONA ROADSTER: Must be 
in reasonably good shape or restorable. Price and 
pics, please. W. R. Bishop, Box 147, Emlenton, Pa. 
WILL PAY CASH for automobile sales catalogs, 
1900 through 1942. Also need radiator emblems of 


orphan cars. Send list and prices. Lewis Mayer, 
Munith, Mich. 

STANLEY STEAMERS: Cars, parts, sales and in 
struction books. K. L. Maxwell, 131 East Sixth 


Street, Tucson, Ariz. Phone 4-0871. 

RADIATOR CAP ORNAMENTS from cars of the 
‘20s and ‘30s; especially those from Willys-Knight, 
Falcon-Knight, Graham-Paige, Blackhawk, Oakland, 
or any others. T. G. Dickinson, 2229 McClellan 
Parkway, Sarasota, Fla. 

A Y TRANSMISSION for a Tucker car; preferably a 
new one or the fourth gear and shaft. W. D. Bryan, 
126 N. 18th Ave., Yakima, Wash. 

FOR ‘28 CHEVROLET: hubcaps, door handles, 
timing gears, crankshaft gear, original coil, carbu- 
retor. Ray E. Long, P. O. Box #181, Lenoir City. 


Tenn. 
DOBLE STEAMER, year and model immaterial. 
Please state condition and give price to H. 
Spalding, 3850 Peachtree Road, N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 
PIERCE-ARROW V-12 phaeton or conv. coupe or 
fastback hardtop coupe, 1934 or later. Good condi- 
tion and complete. Send pics, price. Letters answered. 
Don S. Marmaduke, 560 Garfield, Denver 6, Colo. 
'20-'41 CADILLAC, PACKARD or STUDEBAKER: 
convertibles, preferred, but not necessary; unrestored 
but must be in good restorable condition; send de- 
tails to Wesley Whitmore, 103 Whitmore Rd., 
North Syracuse, N.Y. 
ANY MAKE CARS in good sound restorab'e con‘li 
tion. Any style; 1900-1942 convertibles preferred. 
photo, price, all details. Reward for leads. 
Wesley R. Whitmore, 103 Whitmore Rd., North 
Syracuse, N.Y. 


February 1955 


BONUS 
OFFERS 


FASTERN AUTOS BiG 1955 


WHITEWALL TIRE “Caddy” HEADLIGHT RIMS $6.95. pr. 
CONVERSION KIT Beautifully chromed. Replaces old rims. 












A complete one- FITS: Chev ‘42-54, Ply ‘49-54, Buick 

_ piece circle, no ‘49-52, Dodge ‘49-54, Olds ‘47-53, Pon- 
seams. Live 100% tiac ‘49-52, Ford ‘49-53, Merc ‘49-51, 
pure rubber latex Cad ‘50-53. 









applies with special 
cement to become 
permanent part of tire. For all 15 and 
16” rubber or synthetic tires. Not a paint. 
Specify 214 or 2%.'' band. Kit comes 
complete at $9.95 for four tires. 





FLARE SKIRTS $6.90 pr. 


All steel, prime coat. Ford 
‘36-54, Merc ‘39-54, Chev 












FULL LENGTH BULL mmm Berobchens thet teed. 
NOSE MOLDING $3.95 - om Chrys-DeSoto ‘36-54. Specify. 
1 piece full hood 

length, installs in SELECT-O-DRIVE 


place of original. 
Stainless steel, pol- 
ished to high luster. 
Specify make-year. 


Overdrive selector for any 
car with Borg-Warner O.D. 
ADVANTAGES: 6 forward 
speeds, 2 ratios in any 
gear, clutch’ess shifting, 
automatic hi lho'der, long- 


Chev ‘49-54, ‘40-41; Ply 
‘41, ‘46-48; Ford ‘49-51. 
























Vew accessories, new low er engine life and brake 
prices. Complete catalog, life. Less tire wear. $4.98 
shiggest ever. Many items Factory price: $10.95 specify make and year 
not in accessory stores. 
Send only 25c for your 
copy today. 
“CUSTOM ACCESSORIES” 
25% deposit on all orders. FOB 


3319 MT-2 So. Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles 7, California 


Los Angeles, postage C.O.D. Add 


3% tax in Calif. 
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Engineers have done if! You can shoot for 
it. Make the start toward this unbelievable 
but possible economy with a perfect car, a 
perfectly tuned and efficient engine. 


~ REMEMBER! ONE COLD START CAN EQUAL 3 TO 5 
CAR-MILES. Starting your car on a cold morning can use as much gasoline as it 
takes to drive the average car owner to work. Here is a truly remarkable 
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ELECTRONIC SPARK INTENSIFIER I 

Quickly fitted into the center hole of the distributor cap of any car, truck or tractor. Instructions ] 

included, never wears out. It pays for itself many times over in gas and battery savings. This | 

amazing invention gives quicker starting, improves combustion, cuts wasteful misfiring. 

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS-—Intensifier controls 25,000 volts or more for micro-seconds, ‘meters’ | 

buiit-up voltage charge at proper time for top efficiency. It also contains built-in point protector I 
for plugs and ignition points. It also cuts down on car radio interference for reasons which have 

not been fully determined. Give it the ACID test, try it one of these cold mornings. If you can’t | 

fee! the increase in power and starting pep, send it back for full refund. The Spark Intensifier | 

is backed by our ironclad guarantee. $2.00 postpaid. | 
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Dealer 
inquiries 


invited 
“zy Step #1 


STOP BURNING OIL! RESTORE COMPRESSION /) tes 
Cleanse 


carbon, ea ‘ 


gums and power- 
odbing residues with MO- “T\ 
{OR PURGE. It cleans, quiets 
and frees rings, valves and pistons. Watch the 
waste billow harmlessly out your exhaust. 












Step #2 
_—Squeeze the self-deposit- 
ing mineral compound 
into each piston (as di- 

rected). Fills in scores 
and worn areas of rings and walls, 
restoring compression and power. 
Pays for itself in a few days in 
reduced gas and oil usage. 
Make a peppy youngster out of an old car with the recommended 
blue-sea! TWO STEP treatment. 
Dept. MT-2, 11424 Biona Drive, Los Angeles 66, Calif. 





ppd. compl. 
Sorry no C.O.D.’s 






















Install white side walls on your present 
black tires. Not a paint but real live 100% 
cured rubber that actually becomes part 
of your present tires. Installation is as 
easy as patching a tire. Gives any tire the : 
mid-century look. Everything is furnished in one 
complete kit. Send today! 50% dep. with all COD’s. 


white side walls $9.95 


(for 4 tire kit) 
Guaranteed not to turn yellow or discolor with age. 





5 tire kit only $11.95 
Dealer, jobber and distributor inquiries 
invited. Sold nationally. Write today. 


Seyco Products Corp., Dept. MT, 3299-B Calvert Ave., Detroit 6, Mich. 











BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify wr 


DIESEIS% 


Ms 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 
YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 
state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 
It can do the same for you! 


WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! 











Pisate see that | receive FREE 24- spa beek, 
“Getting Ahead in Diesel.” 





AGE 

















a | 















NOW! USE YOUR WILLYS 
OR DODGE AS BOTH A 2 
and 4 WHEEL DRIVE 


Enjoy 2-wheei drive pep, speed, 
extra mileage, performance and 
keep 4-wheel drive, power and 
traction with WARN HUBS 
WW Change 4-wheel to 2-wheel or 
9 back in seconds with fingertip 
control. Front end assembly 
stands still in 2-wheel drive—ends 
drag, stops shimmy, cuts front 
Increases gas mileage. Willys factory 
For Willys $70.60; Willys Automatic 







tire 
approved. 
$122.83 pr.—both sold exclusively by Willys deal- 


weor. 


ers everywhere. Dodge Locking Hub $74.00, Stand- 
ard Hub $23.00 pr., ppd. direct or at Dodge deal- 
ers. All hubs guaranteed. Write for literature. 

WARN MF" ©O0.. Riverton Box 5044-TD. Seattie 88. Wash 


ENJOY SUMMER DRIVING IN 
WINTER’S COLDEST WEATHER 


Get the most out of your heater. An amazing 
new invention, MOR-HEAT, will make it per- 
form like new. No more iced-over windshields, 
ne more freezing while driving. No gimmicks 





te install. Just pour MOR-HEAT in with your 
anti-freeze and drive all winter. Seld only 
direct from the manufacturer. Send only 


$1.98 for trial can. Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money-back. 
WONG LABORATORIES 
3259 Madi Rd., C , Ohio 





NAME .......--0-0 
address 


cuy-state 


GOVERNMENT 40 ACRE 
OIL LEASE *100 





Congress gives citizens equal rights with oil companies 
to obtain Govt. leases. You do no drilling, yet may 
share in fortunes made from oil on public lands. 
(Payments if desired.) Blagnned and bonded brokers. 
Free information and maps of booming areas. WRITE. 


ORTH AMERICAN OIL SURVEYS 
6272-C Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 





RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 


for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 


Restore original color and texture to 
test car So gy Or change color! 
av applied. No = or peel. beng 
roof, serves, prot 
wens for FREE color pot 1141 Ww. Sth 
St., Chicago 21, Ill. 
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IS YOUR car’s interior beginning to show 
its age? These plastic shells will cover un- 
sightly arm rests and give the family car 
a new look. Durable and easy to clean, the 
covers are available in six popular colors. 
New low price, $2.25 a pair; give make, 
model of your car when ordering. Write 
to: Easy Fit Corp., 1813 W. 11th St., Los 
Angeles 6, Calif. 
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ALMQUIST Engineering offers MT’s 
readers a new “Performance Calculator 
and Tuning Chart” free of charge; gives 
tuneup tips, power comparisons of speed 
equipment. Also available is the 55 Alm- 
quist Power Catalog, listing thousands of 
new items at low prices; for deluxe edition 
add 25 cents for mailing. Almquist Engi- 
neering, Dept. T-2, Milford, Pa. 





TAILORED to your new car, Douglass 
exhaust systems are also tailored to your 
needs and pocketbook. Their dual muf- 
fler sets for "55 Fords are $52 ($28 less 
the 30-inch steel-packed mufflers); com- 
plete Power Flow systems with headers 
are $78 ($53.50 less mufflers). Douglass 
Muffler Mfg. Co., 1916 W. Valley Blvd., 
Alhambra, Calif. 


VELOCITY Racing Stacks are the latest 
speed specials from Bell Auto Parts. A 
new product in the company’s line of 
high-performance equipment, the stacks 
are made of bright-lustre, polished alumi- 
num; they’re priced at $1.95, and are 
available for immediate delivery. For fur- 
ther information, write to Bell Auto Parts, 
Inc., 3633 E. Gage Ave., Bell 99, Calif. 





GIMANCO Voltage Regulator Replace- 
ment Points for Delco-Remy regulators 
by-pass the burned-out contacts on volt- 
age or current regulator coils. Regulator 
does not have to be removed from car for 
installation of new set of contacts. For 
six- and 12-volt units. Write A. S. Givas 
Mfg. Co., 9 Clinton St., Newark, N.J. 
Specify type of regulator and voltage. 














APPLIED by hand right from the can, 
Holt’s “Gun Gum” Muffler Seal mends 
leaky mufflers, tail pipes, and exhaust sys- 
tem: joints. It requires no dismantling of 
equipment, sets like a weld in minutes. 
The gas-tight sealant lessens the danger of 
carbon monoxide. Price is $1.69 per can, 
postpaid. Treglown Co., Inc., 137 South 
Ave., Fanwood, N.J. 
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This department is not composed of paid advertis- 
ing. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims 
made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. When 


ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. | 





DESCRIBED simply as a “point guard” 
by the Electric Auto-Lite Co., this unit 
limits current flow through the primary 
circuit of the ignition system between 
coil and distributor. It changes its resist- 
ance according to the current flowing 
through it, reducing point oxidation caused 
by high currents, particularly when the 
engine is started. At Auto-Lite dealers. 
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THE AIRSYN carburetor synchronizer | 


takes the guesswork out of equalizing 
throttle openings on multiple-carb setups. 
A top-notch tuneup aid that operates on a 


simple principle. Price is $14; give make, | 


model, number of carbs (fits foreign and 
domestic units). Airsyn Precision Instru- 
ments, Inc., Box 1608, Dept. H, Grand 
Central Station, New York 17, N.Y. 


‘s. 


THE TRAVELING SALESMAN can 
write down his route stops, mileage, and 
expenses on the Kemper Log, and present 
the tab to the boss in a neat roll. Handy for 
tallies and long trips, the Log can be 
mounted on the dashboard or on your desk. 
Unit uses standard adding machine tape for 
teplacement rolls. Write: The Kemper 
Mfg. Co., P.O. Box 545, Chino, Calif. 
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*k special introductory offer to new read- 


ers of MOTOR TREND magazine 


Your monthly copies of MOTOR 
TREND will keep you up-to-date on 
all the new developments, production 
facts, new products, road test analy- 
sis, all written by the experts. 


Enjoy the full color, excitement and 
drama of the motoring world, and 
what’s most important, the knowl- 
edge that will make owning a car 
more enjoyable. 


Reserve your grandstand seat now 
for the passing parade of automobile 
news, past, present and future. 


6 issues for $1 


Use the coupon below and have the 
automotive world in the palm of your 


hand to read and enjoy! 








MOTOR TREND magazine 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please send me MOTOR TREND for the next 6 MONTHS 


L] $1.00 enclosed 
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HOW YOU CAN STOP ACID 
CORROSION and Increase 


Engine Power and Life... 


By WINTHROP A. JOHNS 


This new SAFE and mild way to destroy harmful engine 
acids shows the way to top performance and power for 
100,000 miles and a probable 1,000,000 miles out of 
every auto engine. Remarkable results are shown with the 
new alkaline detergent and “super” oils—greatly extend- 
ing their useful life—NEVER increasing their alkalinity. 


RECENT developments in our labora- 
tories, the Canadian National Re- 
search Council and the laboratories of 
the oil companies have shown the way to 
stop engine wear almost completely by a 
method that is almost too simple to be 
true. Before going into the whys and 
wherefores of how this method works, it 
might be well to look into the real causes 
of engine wear in automobiles operated 
under various conditions. In spite of 
what most people believe, friction has 
little or nothing to do with the “wear” 
that destroys the parts of your engine, 
sooner or later calling for replacements. 
The oil that you have in the engine to 
provide lubrication does just that. It 
prevents metal-to-metal contact. It also 
acts as a carrier for impurities, such as 
varnish, water, and acid. John Bentley, 
famous racing driver and editor of Auto 
Age says: “It is a demonstrable fact that 
the greatest enemy of your engine—the 
most damaging single influence constant- 
ly at work in shortening its life and 
lowering its efficiency—is acid. This 
acid does not come from the lubricating 
oil but from the gasoline burned. In 
other words, it is an inevitable product 
of combustion. Not generally known is 
the fact that gasoline contains about one 
part per thousand of sulfur. Thus, in 
every 1,000 gallons of gasoline (sufh- 
cient for about 15,000 miles of driving) 
there are some six pounds of sulfur. 
That’s enough to produce five gallons 
of strong sulfuric acid. In addition, 
leaded gasolines also contain appreciable 
quantities of bromine and chlorine, so 
that when the gasoline is ‘exploded’ or 
burned in the cylinders, the products of 
combustion include carbon dioxide, sul- 
fur dioxide and trioxide, together with 
hydrogen bromide and chloride and, of 
course, water vapor. 

“Now as to what happens. Invariably, 
small quantities of combustion gases 
seep past the piston rings and enter the 
crankcase where they combine with the 
water vapor. Of these noxious blow-by 
gases, sulfur trioxide has the greatest 
affinity for water, which it immediately 
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absorbs to form sulfuric acid. In turn, 
sulfuric acid attracts more water which 
draws the remaining gases to produce 
a variety of other destructive and cor- 
rosive compounds such as hydrochloric, 
hydrobromic and carbonic acid. The 
last-named (derived from the carbon 
dioxide in the blow-by gases) occurs in 
such large quantities that its effects 
probably are more damaging than those 
of all the other acids put together. 

“Tests by the International Nickel 
Co. showed that carbonic acid has the 
power to corrode (eat away) iron at the 
rate of one-third of an inch per year. 
Theoretically, the products of combus- 
tion in the average engine are enough to 
form a pint of acid for each day run, 
given the requisite amount of water 
which is never lacking. In cold weather 
you can actually see water drip out of 
the exhaust pipe of your car. But for 
crankcase ventilation which gets rid of 
the greater part of these harmful gases 
and keeps the temperature below 190° F. 
(the critical point for water condensa- 
tion) you can imagine what would hap- 
pen to the bearings, pistons, rings, 
cylinder walls and valve gear. 

“Even as it is, the relatively small 
quantity of active acids tends to have 
the same damaging effect on metal as a 
bunch of termites constantly boring 
away at a wooden beam. Furthermore, 
these strong acids attack the fatty oils 
(organic compounds) which are the 
product of incomplete combustion, and 
the end result is the varnish that sooner 
or later gums-up piston rings and other 
components.” 


LKALINE oils go a long way to- 

wards overcoming this acid action— 
WHEN THEY ARE NEW. But in the 
upper cylinder region where there is 
very little oil circulation and a very 
small amount of oil, these alkaline re- 
serves are completely used up within a 
very short time after the engine is 
started. With cold parts, water con- 
denses in relatively large amounts in 
this area making a perfect acid “still.” 





Mr. Winthrop A. Johns, Mechani- 
cal Engineer (M.1.T.) and mem- 
ber of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers, who tells here of his 
14 years of experience in com- 
batting engine acids by means 
of his magnesium alloy neu- 
tralizing device. 


To combat this acid condition in this 
upper cylinder area requires then more 
than the alkaline oils can supply. Early 
in our testing program, we found that 
adding a very small amount of mag- 
nesium alloy to the engine system would 
hold the mineral acid formation in check 
and result in almost complete elimination 
of wear. Since the wear figures which 
have resulted from the use of the mag- 
nesium alloy are about one-third of 
those shown under the same conditions 
using alkaline oils, we can only con- 
clude that the oil with water dispersed 
in it is acting as an electrolyte and that 
the magnesium is providing electrons to 
discharge the hydrogen ions (thus de- 
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Chart (above) shows how plug reverses acid formation 
resulting from combustion, promotes build-up of de- 
tergent non-corrosive organic materials. Fiat 6000 
mile curve (below) indicates greatly increased resist- 
ance of treated oil to sludge formation, ring plugging, 
even after huge mileage. 


EFFECT OF OlL DRAIN PERIOD ON O1L RING PLUGGING 
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stroying the acids) in this upper cylin- 
der area. Since this is true, then the 
effective area of the magnesium in the 
engine is not limited to its size and 
shape but is extended electrically to the 
entire inside of the engine that gets 
bathed by the oil. 

The acids that normally form are not 
only strong but they are very thirsty 
compounds and tend to draw and hold 
water to a marked degree, as pointed out 
by Mr. Bentley above. Sulfur trioxide 
for instance will hold water until it it- 
self boils at over 500° F., so that once 
this acid forms it must be destroyed or 
little by little it will destroy the engine. 
It cannot be removed by heat, filtration 
or any known process. The formation 
of acid is then self-accelerating. The 
acids draw water that draws more acids 
that draw more water When the 
aciu is destroyed by the magnesium in 
the alloy. water is no longer held and 
without water the acids cannot grow. 

Thus the vicious circle is interrupted. 
In used drain oil there are two kinds of 
acid; strong mineral acid that will at- 
tack metals and weak organic acids that 
are not really acids in the popular sense 
but fatty oils (similar to cooking oils 
and bacon grease). The burning of the 
gasoline in the cylinders is never com- 
plete. The blow-by gases always contain 
some raw gasoline, peroxides, and other 
organic fatty compounds some of which 
will react with alkali to form soaps. 
These fatty compounds are known as 
organic acids. They are generally too 
weak to attack metal parts and are 
oftentimes detergents in their own right. 
Field testing shows that the important 
change in the drain oil is in the charac- 
ter of the “acid” and engine varnish 
content. 


NEW DIRECT WAY TO KILL 
MAKES AN AMAZING CHANGE 
CHARACTER OF YOUR OIL 

When the acids eat the magnesium 
alloy in the Magna-Power they are de- 
stroyed. Without acids, water is no 
longer held. Without water, acids cannot 
form. The vicious circle is interrupted. 
Less sludges, gums and resins are 
formed. 

Without magnesium, the strong or 
mineral acids build up to a point where 
their formation rate is equal to the rate 
of their usage in destroying the metal 


ACIDS 
IN THE 




















parts and in the interaction with these 
organic acids and fatty oils. This in- 
teraction or polymerization results in 
gums, resins, and varnish that are the 
basic: cause of what you call carbon 
deposits. These deposits form in the 
cylinder head on the top of the pistons 
and behind the piston rings. The varnish 
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also coagulates with sooty material (also 
blown by) to form sludge that deposits 
in various parts of the engine. 


FATTY 
OILS 


STRONG 
ACID 


A 


When the magnesium is used, the 
strong acids are reduced to about one- 
tenth of their former value, while the 
organic or fatty oils (acids) increase 
by about the same amount. (In fact we 
are not sure that there are any at all, 
since the accepted testing method may 
not fully separate the mineral from the 
organic acids.) The most important 
change however is in the varnish, gum 
and resin content since this is reduced 
by about 50 to 1. Evidently, in the nor- 
mal course of events, the fatty oils or or- 
ganic acids are changed into the varnish 
by the action of the mineral acids either 
by direct combination or by catalyzed 
polymerization. Thus, by this simple mag- 
nesium reaction, the engine is freed from 
the constant drag of acid etching and 
the normal build-up of harmful deposits. 
In five years of passenger car and truck 
fleet testing there has never been either 
an increase in alkalinity or harm done to 
any engine by the special neutralizing al- 
loy used; rather, it has a very definite 
preservative action on the engine and 
the oil. One very important point often 
overlooked in analyzing the results of 
wear on an engine is that the products 
of acid corrosion are themselves abra- 
sives. For instance, one end product of 
acid attack of iron is iron oxide which 
you know as rust, used commercially 
as rouge, an abrasive formed right on 
the surfaces you are trying to protect 
by a film of oil. Aluminum forms alumi- 
num sulphates, oxides, and carbonates, 
all of which form in tiny hard crystals 
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with sharp edges. When these break 
away from the surface they scratch 
and tear both the aluminum and the 


iron of the cylinder wall. Thus in a 
normal engine it is impossible to separate 
the effects of friction or abrasive wear 
and those of acid corrosion since the 
one contributes to the other. When the 
acids are eliminated these secondary 
abrasives are also eliminated. The salts 
that form on the magnesium stay there 
until removed by wire brushing. They 
have never been known to circulate in 
the oil. The results we find in field test- 
ing consistently show a reduction of 51% 
or 6 to 1 in wear in stop-and-go service 
and as high as 10 to 1 in normal every- 
day passenger car use. 
The Canadian National 
cil (Canada’s Bureau of 
has found that: 

“Adding certain metals or chemicals 
to automobile oil will greatly extend its 
useful life. 

“To the motorist this means that he 
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may be able to drive tor 7,000 miles or 
more without changing oil, instead of 
the usual 1,000 or 2,000 miles. 

“Several years of laboratory work has 
shown that the metals Lithium, Potas- 
sium, Sodium and Magnesium or some 
of their salts or oxides slow down the 
oxidation that destroys and _ contami- 
nates the motor oil. Good results were 
shown on two test vehicles. 

“The National Research Council sug- 
gests that a piece of one of the metals 
could be placed in direct contact with 
the engine oil by attaching it to the car's 
oil drain plug. . .” 


THE METAL PARTS OF YOUR 

NEVER TOUCH EACH OTHER 
WHY DO THEY WEAR OUT? 

The foregoing report by Mr. Johns 
gives you the technical side of the 
story. But it all boils down to this: 

Inside your engine a film of oil sep- 
arates all metal parts. You change your 
oil frequently, yet your engine “wears 
out.” 

Or, is the engine eaten away by acid? 


SINCE 
ENGINE 


WHY SULPHUR IS THE REAL ENEMY OF 
YOUR AUTO ENGINE 

The gasoline you buy has sulphur in 
it. When sulphur burns it makes sul- 
phuric acid—right inside your engine 
Sulphuric acid eats metal; it destroys 
detergents and spawns more acid. Little 
by little your engine is eaten away. To 
combat this damage, most oil companies 
are now using anti-acids in their oils. 
But what happens when these com- 
pounds are overcome? Your engine 
corrodes once more! Acid is one of 
nature’s methods of reducing metals to 
their original primitive state. Most 
major oil companies have proven that 
acid corrosion is the major cause of 
engine wear. 





The bearing surface at left is from an 
engine with Magna-Power after 112,000 
miles in 11 years. It is still good for 
many more years of service and 4 times 
the miles. At right is one from an un- 
protected engine after 63,000 miles. IT 
IS WORN OUT! 





Win Johns says about the original 
test car: “This 1940 Ford V8 now has 


153.000 miles without overhaul. It has 
amazing power! I[t will go %4 mile from 
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standing start in 21 seconds! This with 
spark plugs with 60,000 miles! I don’t 
expect to live long enough to wear this 
engine to the first overhaul. At the 
present rate of wear it will run at least 
700.000 miles.” 

How would you like to drive a car 
for 11 years—100,000 miles—spend not 
a venny for repairs and find that it 
gives you more pick-up. more gas mile- 
age, more efficiency than when it was 
new? Tear it down. “mike” the parts 
and find that there is hardly a sign of 
pitting, that all parts are still within 
manufacturer’s tolerances! That all ex- 
posed surfaces have a mirror finish! Un- 
be:ievable—yes! But . . . amazingly true 
—as the findings of hundreds of field 


tests in the last decade have shown! 


HERE IS THE STORY 


In 1940. Mr. Johns, while engaged 
in developing a revolutionary new air- 
craft engine, first formulated the theory 
that the cause of engine destruction was 
not friction, not oxidation, not carbon 
. . . but acid erosion! (Other independ- 
ent research seems to corroborate this 
finding. See S.A.E. Report #476 on 
“Investigation of Sulfur in Motor Gaso- 
line.” Summer of 1950.) To prove his 
theory Mr. Johns tried various methods 
of neutralizing free acid in oil. After 
tests with various substances, it was 
found that a “sacrifice” neutralizer was 
superior to a “chemical” neutralizer. The 
Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer repre- 
sents the culmination of 10 years of 
experiment and field testing. The re- 
sults of the field testing prove that acid 
erosion is responsible for at least 90% 
of engine wear, and that this acid 
erosion can be reduced to practically 
zero! 

But that isn’t all . . . Even House-to- 
House and_ Store-to-Store delivery 
trucks with over 120,000 miles, are in 
superb condition—normal engine life, 
with overhaul, is 20,000 to 40,000 miles! 
It will take years before the engine life 
of an ordinary automobile equipped 
with the Jchns Magna-Power Acid 
Neutralizer can be determined. At the 
present, factual data indicate that 
1,000,000 miles is possible! (The limit- 
ing factor—metal “fatigue” rather than 
wear! ) 


HOW MAGNA-POWER REDUCES 
OIL DIRTINESS 





Photo at left shows a bottle of oil 
taken from a fork lift truck after 200 
hours of operation without a Magna- 
Power. Notice how dark the oil appears. 
The light hardly shines through. You 
can see visible evidence of oil deterio- 
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ration. The photo at right shows a 
sample of oil taken from the same lift 
truck; after 200 hours with the Magna- 
Power acid neutralizer the oil is almost 
as clear as when it was first changed. 
Illustration below shows blot test of oil 
samples taken from bottles above. 


Fork Lift Truck Straight Mineral Oil 


200 Hours 200 Hours 
Without Magna-Power With Magna-Power 
Why take a Gasoline Pill to Cure an 
Engine Headache When You Can Get 

Rid of the Cause? 

Why use additives in your gas & oil 
when nature has provided an antidote to 
the .leadly sulphuric acid? Why destroy 
the natural powers of gas and oil with 
adulterants when you can eliminate the 
impurities in the first place with a Mag- 
na-Power Acid Neutralizer! 

The gas companies are spending 
MILLIONS to add XY and ABC to oil 
and gas in order to stop knocks, cor- 
rosion and deposits caused by acids! 
Here is the only permanent cure for 
acid deterioration. It costs you $2.95. 
But if it does not save you $295.00 in 
oil changes, ring jobs, and gas mileage 
a refund is yours—and no questions 
asked—even if it takes 5 years to prove 
it to yourself! 


2!/2 Times around the World— 
61,810 miles on ONE Set of or- 
dinary SPARK 
PLUGS 


Yet they still per- 
form as though the 
engine was made 
for them! 


os Another spectac- 
ular success story for the Magna-Power 
Acid Neutralizer—with the porcelain 
insulators “shot” on three of them (due 
to accidental breakage) this set of plugs 
still does not misfire. The engine still 
idles perfectly, and smoothly—and picks 
up speed quickly without bucking. When 
new plugs were finally installed, there 
was no detectable difference in perform- 
ance and economy. 


How Is This Possible? 


These plugs might even last another 
60.000 miles or more. This amazing 
record of spark plug endurance was 
made possible by eliminating the cor- 
rosive acids from the engine oil! 

We know that oil gets into the com- 
bustion chamber since the character of 
the deposits on top of the piston and in 
the cylinder head is affected by the kind 
of oil that is used. The spark plug is 
under heat only during the power 
stroke which is about 44 of the time. 


The rest of the time is used to push out 
the burned gases, draw in a new charge, 
and compress it. Somehow the mag: 
nesium niullifies the corrosive com- 
pounds in the oil or gets in the way of 
their acting, reacts: with peroxides or 
acts as an anti-catalyst to prevent the 
formation of short-circuiting materials 
that cause spark plug failure. Field re- 
sults show astonishing spark plug life 
where even high compression engines 
such as Cadillac and Oldsmobile run 
perfectly for 25,000 miles or more with- 
out even removing the spark plugs. 


SEE with your OWN EYES 


THE AMAZING ACID-NEUTRALIZER 
ACTION of MAGNA-POWER 
CRANKCASE OIL DRAIN PLUG 

Put a MAGNA-POWER Oil Drain 
Plug into a small glass. Pour enough 
fresh vinegar, citrus fruit juice or other 
acid liquid into the glass to submerge 
the magnesium alloy rod, made to ex- 
tend up into the oil chamber from the 
screwed in drain plug base. Then watch 
the foaming, effervescent effect of this al- 
loy rod as it neutralizes the acid in the 
liquid. That’s how the amazing MAGNA- 
POWER Oil Drain Plug combats destruc- 
tive corrosive acids as they form in your 
crankcase. You then see how your very 
small investment in this 
marvelously effective accessory may add 
many thousands of miles to the pep, 
performance and endurance of your car. 
That means hundreds of dollars in value 
added to your investment in a fine mod- 
ern car—which is probably your second 
heaviest investment next to your home! 


Here are the ANSWERS to some of the 
QUESTIONS you may have: 

If this is so good, why don’t the new 

car manufacturers put one in each 

engine? 

The situation is similar to the way oil 
filters gradually became accepted. For 
years and years it was only the fleet 
owners and those with courage enough 
to believe their eyes who gained the 
benefits of cleaner oil by using those 
“new fangled” oil filters. Another reason 
why they may never be put on new cars 
is that they extend the “break-in” period 
to 25,000 or 30,000 miles, so they should 
be installed after 2,500 or 3,000 miles. . 


How soon can |! notice a difference in 
my engine after I tall a M 
Power? 

The oil shows cleaner even after the 
first 1,000 miles and by the time you 
reach 5.000 miles there will be a notice- 
able increase in power. The best way to 
measure that is to time the acceleration 
from 10 to 50 mph over the same road 
in the same direction and under the 
same weather conditions. Do this now 
before you install a Magna-Power, then 
later you can check and compare. 





Will any harm be done if 1! use any 
of the special oils sold at service sta- 
tions to be added to the regular oil? 

None that we know of; however, for 
passenger car use we can’t see much 
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use of them except to give an occasional 
gleaning. With 1/10th the wear, the 
average passenger car will go without 
overhaul for 50 or 60 years—and after 
that we think it’s a matter of “Who 
cares 7 
Be very careful if any dopes are added 
to the oil; they may seem to give tem- 
porary benefits but later break down to 
form sticky gum or varnish. Molyb- 
denum disulfide in the so-called “Moly” 
oils is mainly useful if you lose all your 
oil or water and the motor overheats. 


WE HAVE SEEN NO FIGURES OF 
TESTS WHERE SOME ENGINES 
WITH AND SOME WITHOUT THESE 
ADDED DOPES WERE OPERATED 
OVER LONG PERIODS OF TIME. 


How can you increase compression 
even without acid in the oil? 

When an engine is new the compres- 
sion is lower than the figure reached 
after 5 or 6 thousand miles. The wear- 
ing in of the parts makes for better seal- 
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WHAT MAGNA-POWER USERS WRITE: 


Enclosed is my check for $2.95 covering cost 
of one (1) MAGNA-POWER plug for 1954 Ford 
V-8. Please rush this order as | want to use the 
plug when | next change oil shortly. | have had 
these plugs in my last two cars and believe them 
to be well worth their trifling cost. Since | sel- 
dom drive a car over 35,000 miles | cannot 
testify as to the merit for longer usage, how- 
ever, the theory advanced for use of such a de- 
vice is logical and | will continue to use 
MAGNA-POWER acid neutralizers in my cars, 
AND RECOMMEND THEM TO OTHERS.—D.W.C., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


| have put the Magna-Power acid neutralizer 
in my 1949 Chevrolet when the car was pur- 
chased new. 

In servicing the Chevrolet for the past two 
years, | have found that the only thing required 
to keep the car in good running condition was 
to clean and reset the ignition points, and clean 
and set the gaps on the spark plugs. Amazing 
as it seems, the plugs are still in perfect condi- 
tion after 35,000 miles. | usually have to re- 
place plugs at fifteen to twenty thousand miles. 

The oil consumption is low, as there is seldom 
any oil added from oil change to oil change. 

—R.D., Perth Amboy, N. J. 


Please ship me one Magna-Power acid neu- 
tralizer to fit a 1953 Chrysler New Yorker. The 
two previous neutralizers you sold me were 
very satisfactory. —J.G.S., Greenwood, S. C. 


! put it in my 1950 Hudson and it performs 
better than ever before! It really has a notice- 
able difference in pick up. | also noticed that for 
the first time, the oil dip stick cleaned up by it- 
self after installing the Magna-Power. Thanks 
again for your letter. When | first put in your 
Magna-Power | didn’t notice much difference 
until after 50 miles and now with 1,500, the car 
goes better all the time. | now have 38,500 
miles on the car and plan to keep it for 10 
years. —R.A.M., New York, N. Y. 


| wish to bring to your attention the remark- 
able performance of your Magna-Power acid 
neutralizer in the 1948 Ford car which | recently 
traded in. The plug was installed when the car 
was almost new. After 29,000 miles of rather 
hard use, oil consumption and power were 
equivalent to new car performance, while the 
crankcase oil remained clear and free of sludge 
at all times. Needless to say, | have installed a 
Magna-Power in my new car. 


Johns Mfg. Co., Dept. 
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( Advertisement) 


ing of the rings and valves. The surfaces 
that are developed are continually being 
eateu by the acids; so that when the 
rat of destruction by the acids becomes 
greater than the “wear in,” the com- 
pression starts decreasing. Without the 
acid acting these surfaces build up 
mi-ror finishes, valves seat more per- 
fectly with a general increase in sealing 
ability. 


Will the Magna-Power affect the 
operation of hydraulic valve lifters? 
The Magna-Power is highly recom- 


mended for this type of engine: it ap- 
parently. inhibits the formation of the 
gums and resins that cause trouble for 
these lifters by making them stick. Our 
experience to date has been 100% favor- 
able—in fact some users report that 
tey are able to use regular oils instead 
of the new High Detergent oils. We be- 
lieve however that you should do all you 
can to protect these lifters, so we recom- 
mend that you use both the Magna- 
Power and the detergent oils. 
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| congratulate you on an important advance 
in automotive development. 


J.C.R., Fanwood, N. J. ; 
e 
§ 


On Aug. of 1952 | purchased a Magna-Power 
Acid Neutralizer auto crankcase drain plug for 2 
my 1949 DeSoto car. | used this for some 25,000 
miles with remarkeble results:— 1. Much more 
power and pep. 2. Better mileage on both oil . 
and gas. 3. Remarkable spark plug life. Actually 
my car had more “get-up-and-go” at 46,000 
miles than it had at 5,000 miles. | attribute it 
all to the plug | purchased from you people. | 
actually sold my car for over twice its retail 
value, just because of the pep and snap it 
actually had. —R.F.H., Ashland, Ohio 


§ 
In April, | purchased a “Magna-Power” plug 
for my 1951 Buick. It has lived up to the things 
you said it would. Now | would like to pur- 
chase one for my other car. Enclosed find check 
for $2.95 for one “Magna-Power” plug for my 
1953 Chevrolet Station Wagon, Series No. 150. 

—K.H.B., Middlebury, Conn. 

Just traded in my 1951 Mercury—used your 
Magna-Power for 28,000 miles. Car has as much 
power as when new—and is using no oil. Think 
your product must have helped a lot since much 
of this mileage was city stop and go driving. 
Please hurry the new unit and thanks a lot. 

—H.E.G., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| have installed the Magna-Power acid neu- 
tralizer on several cars, some with as many as 
10,000 miles on them. 

In each case, | have found evidence of in- 
creased performance. However, the more notice- 
able has been the decreased amount of servic- 
ing required. The spark plugs have longer serv- 
ice periods, and the crankcase oil seems to stay 
free from sludge for longer periods. 

The compression tests made on these cars 
have either remained the same, or have in- 
creased over periods of use of approximately 
20,000 miles. 

The mileage per gallon of gas has not de- 
creased, and the oil consumption has not in- 
creased. These are real indications of better 
economy. 

From these indications, it may then be con- 
cluded that the Magna-Power acid neutralizer 
does the job that you claim it can do. 

—J.K. Nixon, N. J. 
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My cor has already gone 55,000 miles. 
Will your Magna-Power help it? 

Our tests indicate that if a passenger 
car engine uses less than a quart of oil 
each 500 miles then the Magna-Power 
will help. Beyond that it may help but 
we aren’t sure. 


What is the effect oil change 
periods and filter life? 

We find that in passenger car service 
4.000 mile oil changes are adequate and 
even then there is some doubt about the 
necessity of change. Filter cartridge life 
doubles or triples due to the decreased 
amounts of sludge and resins formed; 


they are good for 12,000 or even 16,000 
miles. 


How are the Magna-Powers for small 
air cooled motors? 

Magna-Power is good for any engine 
that has an oil reservoir; it may be 
effective on two-cycle engines where 
there is no oil sump, since the anodic 
effec. may help on wear. 


Won't the new “heavy duty” oils do 
the same thing as your Magna-Power? 

No. The results of these 
wear reductions to Yard or 4th in pas- 
senger car service, while the Magna- 
Power gives consistent figures of 1/10th 
the former wear in the same type of 
service. Used together we believe that 
even greater reductions can_ result. 
These oils will however make it appear 
that the oil gets dirty sooner because 
the detergents that have been added 
keep the soot and carbon particles sus- 
pended in the oil so fine that they go 
right through the filters. Even so these 
particles are not large enough to cause 
trouble. 

There are only two things to remem- 
ber when you use a Magna-Power. Have 
your service station man_ wire brush 
the magnesium part at each oil change. 
thus exposing a fresh surface; and 
change your oil filter regularly. Com- 
plete instructions are sent with each 
plug. 


oils show 


EXPERIMENT WITH THE MAGNA-POWER 
NEUTRALIZER AT OUR RISK 


If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, if 
you choose), for an immediate refund. 

Canadian orders filled from Toronto stock (add 10% 
Sales tax). Canadian checks, money orders or cash 


accepted.—Available for foreign and U.S. passenger 
cars, trucks, buses, tractors and many other engines. 


Send orders to U.S. address. Indicate make and year. 


GET ONE NOW FOR YOUR NEXT OIL 
CHANGE. MAGNA-POWER WILL HELP 
ANY ENGINE THAT USES LESS THAN 
ONE QUART OF OIL EACH 500 MILES— 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


a —_— -_ —_ — -_ -_ — -_ — —_ - 
JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. 5-M, Middlesex, N.J 
YO Wis casnstanacansne nal (mak 


| Please send me, 

neutralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand that it is 
sold with an unconditional guarantee of satisfaction 

Boor my money back! 
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PATENTED STEERING STABILIZER 


New, amazing results on Pontiac, Olds, Cad, 

Packard, Ford, Mercury and Lincoln. Prepaid 

$1.25. Literature 25c (refundable). 
SHEMCO PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Box 202 Williston, No. Dak. 
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Please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
if you want to receive a personal answer. 
There 1s no charge for this service. However, 
due to the bulk .of letters received, it is 1m- 
possible to give a quick reply. Only selected 
questions will be printed. 


QUESTION—I have a 1950 Buick Riviera. 
I like its style, but it has always been my 
desire to give it more pep. Would a Cadil- 
lac or Buick V8 give the best performance? 
Which would be easier to install? What 
changes would I have to make? T. P. Biffin, 
Saugus, Mass. 

ANSWER—Ah, the power-mad public! 
That's nothing personal; it seems as though 
most people want a little more power, even 
though there is already more under the 
hood than can be used legally. A Cadillac 
engine will give the better performance. One 
is as tough to install as the other. The usual 
changes would be required in engine 
mounts, relocating the radiator, new con- 


| trol linkage, new exhaust system, etc. 


Considering the cost of the new engine 
and the cost of installation, I suggest you 
take this money and apply it to the purchase 
of a later-model car which has more nearly 
the performance you desire. 


QUESTION—I have heard of two different 
methods of downshifting: 

1. Double clutching, that is, disengaging 
the clutch, shifting into neutral, engaging the 
clutch (at which time the engine is speeded 
up), disengaging the clutch and shifting to 
a lower gear. 

2. Disengaging the clutch, speeding up 
the engine while the clutch is disengaged 
and downshifting. 

I am perplexed about this; could you en- 

lighten me? Also, does the method of shift- 
ing vary from car to car? L. B. Jones, Nor- 
wood, Manitoba, Canada. 
ANSWER—With the “‘crash-type’ transmis- 
sion, double clutching was necessary when 
downshifting. Due to the difference between 
the gear speeds in the transmission (say 
high and second) the engine had to be 
speeded up with the clutch engaged after 
the shift to neutral was made, so that the 
speeds of the two gears approximated each 
other before they could be meshed. 

In the later-type synchromesh gearboxes, 
bronze cones or brakes engage the gear hubs 
as the first part of the shift is made, syn- 
chronizing the gear speeds, at which time 
the gears are meshed. The shift can be made 
with a continuous movement of the gear- 
shift lever from one gear to the next lower 
ratio. 


With the synchromesh gearbox it is not 
necessary to double clutch, although this pro- 
cedure will reduce wear of the bronze cones, 

Methods of shifting thus vary with the 
type of gearbox rather than from car to car. 


QUESTION—I wonder if you are free to 
answer my question. However, I am giving 
it a try. I would like to have your opinion 
on the value of a stabilizing device such as 
the Traction-Master. It appears to me that the 
same effect was obtained with the outmod- 
ed torque-tube drive. Miles M. Schneider, 
APO 30, c/o Postmaster, N. Y. 
ANSWER—Traction-Master is a torque-arm 
device, and, as. you say, has the same func 
tion as the torque-tube drive. I would not 
call it outmoded simply because it is not 
used at this time. Unsprung weight and cost 
of manufacture were two disadvantages of 
this type of drive, yet it is only with the 
current model that it has been discontinued 
by the largest producer of automobiles. 

Torque-tube or torque-rod drive prevents 
excessive deflection of the rear axle when 
starting or stopping. This feature is very de- 
sirable to many people who dislike a notice- 
able squat when starting. Many race cars 
and sports cars where good-handling char- 
acteristics are of prime importance use this 
positive type of drive. 

So I would not dismiss this type of drive 
offhandedly. As with many accessories offered 
the motorist, it has merit. Does it cure one 
of your pet gripes? 


QUESTION—I would like to know if it is 
practical and possible to install a Ford “60” 
engine in a Crosley. Robert Mussehl, Min- 
eral Point, Wis. 

ANSWER—Ford “60” engines have been 
installed in Crosley cars with varying de- 
grees of success, depending on the installa 
tion and use intended. Harley L. Wage, 2104 
Walnut St., Vestal, N.Y., drives a Crosley 
Ford and can give you first-hand informa- 
tion on the subject. 


QUESTION—Please settle an argument con- 
cerning acceleration between the 54 Chevro- 
let Powerglide and Fordomatic, from 0 to 
60. Richard Messina, Meriden, Conn. 

ANSWER—This argument will probably go 
right on, but here are the 0-60 acceleration 
times we obtained from the two cars we 
tested: Chevrolet Powerglide (Two-Ten) 
18.9 seconds; Fordomatic (V8) 17.2. Per- 
formance figures for all the 1954 test cars 
are in the November issue of MOTOR TREND. 


QUESTION—I am considering the purchase 
of an MG-TD or a Morgan Plus Four. If 
I purchase the MG I would like to install 
an F-head Willys six. Would the MG with 
this “installation out-perform the Morgan? 
Ronald F. Ross, Montreal, Que., Canada. 
ANSWER—An MG with an F-head Willys 
six should easily outperform the Morgan. 
Installing the Willys six in an MG would 
mean cutting the firewall to make room for 
the additional engine length. Also the front 
suspension should be beefed up to take care 
of the added weight and allow an adequate 
margin of safety. This all adds up to a fairly 
extensive conversion. 


Motor Trend 
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Get the New 1955 
Value-Packed Catalog NOW! 
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Here are just a few of the 50,000 items EVERYTHING FOR YOUR CAR, TRUCK, HOT ROD, CUSTOM 


in world’s most complete automotive line: CAR. WORLD’S LARGEST SELECTION — 50,000 ITEMS! 

me It’s ready for you now ... this giant ALL NEW 1955 J. C. Whitney Catalog of j 

Auto Parts and Accessories! Here’s the one and only complete buying guide for i 

everything you need for your car, truck, custom-styled car or hot rod .. . the 

biggest, most complete selection of top quality parts, accessories, and equipment 

at rock-bottom money-saving prices! See the thousands and thousands of items 
for every make and model car. 

Do you need hard-to-find pari ’ We feature many new Hollywood accessories 

x > —now offered for the first time .. high-speed parts to soup up your engine 

E> ; ’ to top speed, faster acceleration, greater economy. You'll see pages of custom- 

= styling equipment, to give you car that “expensive” look! 

Whitney Has “Hard-to-Find Parts Rush Coupon for Your Copy Today 

We buy in tremendous volume to get the Get your J. C. Whitney Catalog! Mail 

lowest possible cost ... and we pass our ro 9S age hyo By > eu ae 

— —*- savings on to you in our sensationally low oan set We will credit "elas 25¢ on 


prices! We stock 50,000 items—whatever your first order of $5.00 or more; then 











. . « plus thousands of HARD- you need, Whitney has it! Fagt shipmemt this catalog will be FREE! Mail the 

: TO-GET PARTS and these and 100% satisfaction guaranteed. Coupon NOW! 
iti a2 eo , 
oxcOWESY PRICES. J. C. WHITNEY & CO.,0-2, 1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 

@ High-speed equipment ¢ Custom-Styling , 

@ Tires and tubes Accessories 
f @ Engines and parts © Tools MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 

@ Auto Radios @ Radiators i 

@ Transmissions and © Springs and Shocks ' 

parts @ Ignition parts J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 








: 0-2, 1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
. Please rush your giant 156-page 1955 Catalog describing world’s most ' 
complete line of auto parts and accessories—over 50,000 items at lowest : 


: FREE GIFT— IF be MAIL COUPON ‘ prices (or to cover part of cost, which will be credited to me on 


i we'll include—ABSOLUTELY FREE—an amazing valuable D rome ccode cas ecece Ccccceccccccesoce ecccccccece cccccccccces 
\. oo, mew Safety Chart that shows you exactly how to know y : 
Le if your car is safe. It’s yours FREE for p stness. 


“ Supply is limited, so mail Coupon Top, ( DAY! 3 








* 
! 
|S 














eee 


NOW! A New Metal Filter Cartridge That Lasts Forever... 


25 ALL Other Filters | 
. OBSOLETE! & 


V Positively ENDS Costly Cartridge Replacement! 
VW Assures TOTAL FILTRATION... Ends “Hidden Grinding”! 


( IMPROVED- 
LIFETIME 


Perma Bronze Filter Cartridge 
MILLIONS OF TINY BRONZE BALLS... 


filter-out abrasives as small as 39 
millionths of an inch, without removing 
factory-compounded detergents! 











WHY IMPROVED-LIFETIME 


MAKES OTHER FILTERS O 
Ordinary Packs are 10 GENT? 

THEY REMOVE ENTS. 
New cotton, poor " Py 
remove most abras eee i 
also soak up factory-compounded 
oil detergents. | 
THEY “LOAD-UP,” PERMIT 
“TUNNELING.” Pack soon be- | 
comes loaded with detergents, 
abrasives. Oil pressere then forces 
“channels” through piping 
unfiltered oil back into engine. 
THEY REQUIRE REPLACE- 
MENT every 3 to 5¢ miles. 


STOP engine-punishing abrasive action! End FOREVER the bother and 
expense of frequent filter pack replacement. This IMPROVED-LIFE- 
TIME Cartridge provides the “miracle” filtering action of porous © 
bronze. New cylindrical design assures maximum filtering area and | 
structural strength! Filters by “screening”...can’t clog or “load-up” 
like ordinary filters. Made of non-absorbent metal, it can’t soak out. 
valuable detergents. Oil remains “refinery clean”—lasts thousands of 
miles longer! Benefit NOW from this great new filtering achievement! 








HOW TOTAL FILTRATION DON’T BE CONFUSED BY EARLY TYPE 
PROTECTS YOUR ENGINE- BRONZE FILTERS STILL ON THE MARKET 
They filter, yes. But why buy an outdated 
@ Removes harmful abrasive par- | filter when the IMPROVED-LIFETIME 
ticles. Ends “hidden grinding’’ costs no more’ This new cylindrical filter 
... the gnawing away of cylin- Provides these important improvements : 
der walls and metal parts by 1— Average 40% greater filtering area. 
abrasive laden oil. 2—Self-seaiing on center post. No critical 
@ Difference in water-oil surface cokes Problems to cause installation 
tensions strip-out acid formin, ifficulties. 
peer antag el 8 3—Withstands 93% mote actual pounds of 
: oil pressure, according to an unbiased 
@ Designed for jet aircraft —fil- testing laboratory.* 
ters oil 100% efficiently at a// y of actual test report will be 


temperatures. Ends ‘‘cold start- mailed te you without charge, upon re- 
ing’’ wear. quest. 


DEALERS! JOBBERS! Help us fill the demand! The IMPROVED-LIFE- 
TIME (Pats. Pending) is the only metal filter element that comes in one 
Model for most popular cars, i d of 20 to 30. Write today! 


See your favorite dealer. If not available locally, order direct. 
Please enclose name and address of your dealer. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


\ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO. 
'5801 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 266 


Why Improved-Lifetime Saves Money— | 


no, more oil 





1—The first cost is the final cost . « + . 
filters to buy. , 
2—Fused bronze wall has uniform heresy, filcers 
efficiently—all the time—yeat after yea : oy 
3—An occasional quick, xe gapatt 
renews it . . like |, brand 
one tie each time—but without the cost! % 
, ll the valuable and expensive ani 
ae x" F .. where they can continue job of 
yontrolling carbon, varnish and sludge. : j 
5—IMPROVED-LIFETIME eliminates ma causes 
of wear and repair... you can oe i 
twice the service before an engine ov = 











GENTLEMEN: Please send me filter(s) checked 
at left. I understand that if I am not com- 


DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK 


© GUARANTEE ¢ 


Los Angeles 22, California 


pletely satisfied I may return for full refund 


The IMPROVED-LIFETIME is 
iol? guaranteed for 10 years— 


filter fo 
will actually never wear out! In 


Then, i 
100% ¢ 
everyth 
Ss a j just senc 
. prompt, 


addition, we guarantee DOUBLE 
YOUR MONEY BACK if the 
Cylindrical Element develops any 
structural weakness. 


(0 RUSH IMPROVED.LIFE- within 30 days. 
TIME Filter Element at $6.95 


0) Rush Complete Filter Unit CAR YEAR 


MODEL 





(Incl. Cas pet $12.95 
© Rush “Pull low” Type Filter NAME 





Element at $11.95 


m) Enclosed is $____.. ADDRESS 





full price, shi poy gees. 
at Enclosed is $2.00 leposit — city 











| ship C.O.D., plus postage. 
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